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DISCOURSE 
Concerning 


| The Inventions of Men 
; 1 N 


The Worſhip of GOD. 


| The INTRODUCTION. 


U R Bleſſed Saviour has taught 
us, That there are ſome Ways 
of Worſhiping God, which have 
| ſo grear a Mixture of Humane In 
wention in them, that they are Vain and Un- | 
acceptable to, Him, Mark vii 7. In vam 
(faich He) go, they Worſhip me , teaching for 
DoFrines the Commandments of _ Men. This 
obligeth every Man who has a Concern for 
his Soul, tq examine carctully the Worſhip 
he offers to God, whether it be ſuch as God 
has infticured ; Tzft his Service ſhould be re- 
FE B jected 


WE” I os 


2. The Introguition. 
jected with that Cenfure in the Prophet, 
Fho has required this at your hands ? But more- 
efpecialty it concerns the Paſtors of the 
Church, who have the Dire&ion of the 
Publick Worſhip of God, to be careful in 
Examining this Matter , that they may be 
abk w ſatisfie their awy Copſcieycey,as wall 
as the People's committed to their Charge, 
concerning the Puriry ofthe Worſhip which 
they praftite '1 hemſelves, and recommend 
to Orhers, | bom 

II. Ir has pleaſed God, in his-Providence, 
to make Me an Overſeer over ſome part of 
hisFlock in yhis Kingdom 3 agd Ilookupen 
te be my Duty, to afe'my Endeavours to 
Inſtruct Thoſe that are committed to my- 
Charge, in the Worſhip of God, according 
to the Rules he bas preſcribed ; andto Warn 
ſuch as I conceive ta ſwerve from them, 
of- their Miftakes. I hope.ic will be of Uſe 
ated Sarisfa&tion, ro Thofe that joyn wich Me 
m the Pubfick Worfhip of God, to find, on 
Examination, Thar what they there practiſe, 
is agreeabte to. God's Inftirurion. And as to 
thoſe that think  otherwife , I pertuade my 
ff, that an Admonition in tbe” Spirit of 
Meeknefs can pgive chem, po juſt Offence, 
br racher be cf Ufe to them aVo,by obVging 
them to, Examine anq Reviſe, their Ways, 
th#r "they may corre, their Judgments, 
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7 
if, from whar I offer , they ſhall ſee Rea» 
ſor for it. 

' IH In order to help thoſe concerned to 
makea true and impartial Judgment in theſe 
Matters, I defire them ro confider, 

ft. That it belongs only to God, to givve Rules 
how He will be Worſhipped. This, | ſuppoſe, 
wilt be granted by all, ſiice ic ſeems to be a 
Fruth naturally implanted in the Minds of 
Men, and univerſally acknowledged in all 
Times. 

2dly, T take it for a Fruth agreed to by the 
generality of Proteſtants, That the Haly Scripe 
tes containthe Revelations of God's Will, con- 
cerning his Worſhip. 

34ly, Fromtheſe Two,we may reafonabl 
inferr, That i concerns ns to keep as cloſe 
as we' can tothoſe Dire&ions which God has. 
been pleas'd to afford us in his Word, wich- 
out Adding to, Omitting, or Altering any 
thing thae He has there laid down. For, 
ſince God has vouchſafed uz a certain Di- 
reftion for his Worſhip in the Holy Scrip- 
eures, it is to be ſuppoſed, that all Ways 
of Worſhip are difpleafing to Him, that 
are not' expreſly. contained or warranted 
byExamplesof Holy Men mentioned cherein. 
* 4thly, We muſt obſerve, Thar the Wor- 
ſhip of God is either Inward or Outward 
The Inward —_ ; God, cunſilts *- 
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Inward Homage and Subje&ion of our Minds 
to him. 'The Outward, conſiſts of ſuch Acts 
and Duties as ſerve to expreſs this Inward 
Subje@ion of our Souls ; or that promote, 
encreaſe, or cont1ibute towards it. Thus, 
for Inſtance, Vocal Prayer is a Part of Out- 
ward Worſhip ; becauſe it expreſles the 
Inward Dependance of our Souls on God. 
Thus, Reading the Word of God, is a Part 
of the ſame; becauſe therein we acknow- 
ledge our Subjedtion to Him , and to his 
Laws, -and uſe it as a Means to Promote and 
encreaſe this Subjetion. Thus, Celebra- 
tion of the Sacraments, 1s a Part of the ſame 
Worſhip ; becauſe in them we not only ex- 
prefs our Dependance an God for his Grace, 
but likewiſe obligeand bind our ſelve: to ſerve 
Him. And the ſame holds in all Outward 
As of Worſhip. 

gthly, We muſt remember, (That 'tis in 
theſe Outward Act; that we are more imme- 
diately concerned as Publick Worthippers ; 
for we cannot know the Inward Worſhip 
which Men pay to Gad in their Minds, but 
as it appears to. us by theſe Outward Adts : 
And generally, when. we- ſpeak of the Pub- 
lick Worſhip of God.,,: we mean this Out - 
'ward; and .concerning . it, are the great 
Diſputes and Differences among us ; allof us 
being agreed as to the Inward, and of what 
ſort that ought to be. IV. Ha- 
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IV. Having premiſed theſs few things, 
which, I hope, will be granted by all ; I ſhall 
' proceed directly to my propoſed Under- 
taking ; and ſhall, with the greateſt Fair- 
neſs and Impartiality I can, Examine and 
Compare the Worſhip of God, which is di- 
rected and warranted by Scripture, as well 
with that which is preſcrib'd and practis'd by 
our Church, as with that which is practi:'d 
by ſuch as differ from us. 

V. Now,if we conſider the Ordinary Ser- 
vice of God , as preſcrib?d and pra&'s'd in 
Scripture, we ſhall find the Main Subſtan- 
tial Parts of it to be theſe Five : Viz. 


Praiſes, 

Prayers, 

Hearing, 

Bodily Worſhip : And, 

Celebration of the Holy Sacrament of the Bo- 
dy and Blood of Chriſt. 


The Method [ ſhall take in Diſcourſing of 
each of theſe, ſhall be, 

Firft, To ſhew what the Holy Scriptures 
dire& concerning them particularly. 

Secondly, | ſhall conſider the Practice of 
our Church,with relation to thoſe Directions 
and Examples. And, 

Thirdly, The PraQice of Proteſtant Dil- 


ſencers, 
B 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. L 
Of Praiſes. 


SECT. L 


H”bat the Holy Striptires preſcribe 
concern: g them. 


I. FIrſt then, as to the Praiſes of God. 
The Scriptures both of the Old and 
New Teſtaments require the Uſe of the 
Plalms, in offering up Praiſes to God. We 
find in the Old Teſtament, 2 Chron. 29. 30, 
Hez,kiah the King, and the Princes, commaniled 
the Lewvites to ſing Praiſes to the Lord with the 
words of David, and of Aſaph ; and they ſan 
2th pladneſs. This Command of Hezekia 
p:oceeded from God, and was approved by 
him. The ſame way of Praifing God con- 
tinued in the Jewiſh Church cill our Saviour s 
time : And atcer that, we have yet a more 
poſitive Command for the Uſe of them by 
the Apoltle, Epheſ. 5. 15. Speaking to your 
felves m Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual 
. Songs. And Cyl. 3. 16. Let the werds of Chriſt 
dovell in you richly, in all wiſdom, teaching and 
admoniſhing one another is Pſalms, and Hymns, 
and ſpiritual Songs ; ſinging, and making me- 
lody, 
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body, with grace in your hearts, to the Lord. \ 
think there is tto room to doubr, but by the 
Pſalms, 8c. mm theſe places, is meant - the 
Bbok of Pſalms, which the Holy Ghoft Has 
left for this purpoſe to the Charch. 
IT. Thongh the Scriptures recommend 
to u3 Simging of Plalms, yet in ſome Caſes 
they allow us to Say ther. I will not infift 
on thoſe places of Scripture that ſeern\ to 
reqaire us to do fo, ſuch as Pſa. 118. 2. Le 
Ifrael now lay, that his mercy endureth for ever: 
let the Houſe of Aaron now lay, and let them 
that fear the Lord now ſay, &«.) becauſe thefe 
Expreflions being Poetical, may beſo intet- 
reted, as to mean Sizing ; though there 
15 no Neceffity of reſtraining the general 
Command of Saying or Speaking rhe Praiſes 
of God to Singing only. We tind in Setip- 
ture ſeveral facred Hymns; particularly of 
Hamnah, the Bleſſed Virgin, Zacharias, and 
Simeon, and the Saints in Heaven, Rev. 7.12. 
& 11. 17. Which are ſaid to have been Said 
by them my ; and the Circum- 
ſtances inthe Story do not make it probable 


thatthey wereſung. From all which we may 

reaſonably inferr, That where People can 

ſing, they are obliged co do it, in Obedience 

to God's Command : But where, through any 

Defe& of Nature of Art,. they cannot Sig 

Decently, they may be _—_ with Say- 
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ing.. Only People ought not by this Indul- 
gence to be encouraged to negle& Singing 
altogether ; or to think that God doth not 
require ir of them, when by a little Pains or 
Induſtry they may attain to: the Art of de. 
cent] riorming it in his Service. 

ITI. *Tis Certain, the Word of God re- 
commendeth to us Pſalms and Hymns in 
Proſe, for our Praiſing God. It we look 
into the Songs of the Bleſſed Virgin, of Za- 
charias, or Simeon, we ſhall find them all in 
Proſe.; and ſuch are the Songs of the Fleſſ:d, 
which they are repreſented Singing, in the 
Revelations, particularly Chap. 5. 9 & 15.3. 
As to the Hebrew Pſalms, *tis evident, that 
they are Poetical z but the Poetry of them 
conſiſts rather in the Style and manner of 
Expreflion, chan in any certain Meaſures ar 
Verſes ; whichthoſe that have ſearched moſt 
narrowly into them, have yet been able to 
diſcover , ſo as to fatisfie an indifferent 
Reader. But whatever Poetry there may 
be in them, we cannot find, by any of the 
gncient Tranſlations which were made uſe 
of by the Church, in our Saviour's, or his 
Apaſtles time, or in the Ages immediately 
following, that they or the firit Chriſtians 
did ſing any thing in Yerſe ; but we are fare 
that they ſung Hymns in Proſe: So that we 
have no certain Scriptural Warrant for in 
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Uſe of Verſe or Metre in the Praiſes of God. 

Perhaps ſome may fanſie that Verſe or 
Meaſure was not in uſe in thoſe Countries, 
and that therefore they ſung their Songs in 
Proſe ; but this is a Miſtake ; Poetry and 
Verſes were then in thoſe places where the 
Pſalms were tranſlated, in great requeſt zand 
at the higheſt perie&ion , when the New 
Teſtament was penned, and yet we have 
no Example therein of their Uſe in the 
Praiſes of God. 

And it is very manileſt chat this proceeded 
from Choice, not Neceflity : For it the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt had thought Verſe neceſfary for 
Divine Pſalms, we may preſume he would 
have inſpired ſome of the Holy Men in 
Scripture, when Extraordinary Gifts were 
ſo common, either to Tranſlate the Pſalms 
of the Old Teſtament into Verſe, or elfeto 
Compole ſome of the other Hymns that are 
recorded in the New, after that way : But 
neither of theſe having been done, ris at 
leaſt a preſumption that we may praiſe God 
as acceptably in Þ; oie as in Verſe 

And there is one thing turther to be conſt. 
dered, That the Prophets of the Heathen, 
who pretended to be inſpired , generally 
wrote their Prophecies and their Hymns to 
their God;, in Verle : We know not but this 
may be one Reaſon wliy che Holy Ghoſt 
thought 
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thought fit that ſuch as were inſpired by Him 

ſhould decline that way of Recording their 
ecies or Praiſes. 

IV. As the Scriptures preſcribe ns the Uſe 
of Pſalms in the Praiſes of God, fo they en- 
courage us to offer thoſe Praiſes by way of 
Reſponſes, or Anſwering : For this, we have the 
beſt Examples that can be deſired, even the 
bleſſed Angels and glorified Saints: So T/a. 
6. J. And one cried unto ancther, Holy, Holy 
Holy is the Lord of Hoſts, And the Church 
triumphant through the whole Revelation is 
(I think) conſtantly repreſented praiſing God 
after this manner. So Chap 7. 9. where The 
AMulitude, that repreſent the People cried our 
with a loud woice (verl. 10.) Salvation to our 
God, which ſitteth upon the Throne, and to the 
Lamb. And, then, The Angels and Elders, 
who repreſent the Clergy, perform their 
Part, wer/. 12. ſaying, Amen ; Bleſſing, and 
Glory, and Wiſdom, and Thank/giving, and He- 
wour, and Power, and Might, be unto our God. 

They are repreſented the ſame way anſwe- 
ring one another, Chap. 19. 1.-T heard a great 
voice of much People in Heaven, ſaying Allelu- 
za z this they repeat wer}. 3.) then the Twen- 
ty forr Elders (repreſenting, as before, the 
| Clergy ) anſwer / wer. 4.) Amen, Alleluia. 
Then (werſ. 5.) a Voice came out of the Throne 
ſaying, Praiſe our God, Upon which ws 
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6,)rhe People relumetheir part, and anſwer, 
Alleluia : for the Lord Omnipotent Reigns. I 
make no queſtion but this is taken by Alluſj- 
on from the manner of the Church's Prai- 
fing God on Earth; and there is nothing in 
it but what is agreeable to St. Paw's Com- 
mand of Teaching and Admoniſhing one anc« 
ther m Pſalms, noe, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs ; 
which {uppoſes every one to have ſhare in 
them, either by turns, or by bearing a pare. 

It is obſervable, that the Plalms contain 
many excellene In{truftions and Exhortati. 
ons, as well as Praiſes and Prayers, andrhere- 
fore St. Pau! recommends them to Chriſti- 
an; for their mucual Inſtrudtion andAdmoni- 
tion. It was common therefore for one t6 
ſing, and the reſt co hearken for their Inſtru- 
&ion and _— az appears 1 Cor.14.3 1. 
For ye may all propheſie one by one, that all may 
kearn and be comforted : Propheſying here- (as 
we may find from the 26th. verſe of this 
Chapter) includes P/alms as well as Dofrines, 
Tongues, Revelations and Interpretaticns z and 
the praiſing God one by one, or by turns, a- 
mounts to pra'fing Him by way of Reſpon- 
ſes or Anſwering ; and tho” theſe Prophets 
were infpired, yet it is plain they acted in 
this according to the 1ettled Order of the 
Church, Verſ. 33. As in all the Churches of the 
Saints ; and theſe inſpired Prophets chus prai- 


ſing 


12 Of Praiſes, Chap. I. 
fing God one by one, is an unqueſtionable 
Precedent that God approves this way in 
his Praiſes. 

This Way of praiſing God by Anſwering 
one another, is the moſt Ancient we find in 
Scripture. For thus Miriam praiſed God, 
Exod. 15. 21. And Miriam aniwered them, 
Sing ye to the Lord, for He hath Triumphed 
gloriouſly, &c. And the laſt Song recorded in 
Scripture is of the ſame fort, Rev. 19. as is 
betore-mentioned. 

I reckon the Songs with which the Wo- 
men of Tfrael received Saul, 1 Sam.18.7. to 
be Religious, and there it is expreſly ſaid 
That they anſwered one another : And Chap. 
21. 11. Did they not (ing one to another ! 8&C, 
But whether theſe Songs were Religious or 
no, itis certain that the Frame and Compo. 
ſition of ſome Pſalms are ſuch, as plainly 
diſcover that they were deſigned to be ſung 
in parts; and as much is owned by the belt 
Commentato:s : Such are the 24, and 118. 
Pſalms. 

It is to be obſerved that the Law of Moſes 
neither preſcribes Plalm3 in the praiſes of 
God, nor Singers, nor the way of Singing : 
Theſe all theretoreare parts of Natural Reli- 
gion, and indeed ancienter than the Law, as 
appears by Exod. 15. What therefore we find 
in the Old Teſtament concerning thele, is 
either 
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either from the immediate Preſcriptions and 
Revelations of God by his Prophets, or from 
the Dicates of Nature, and not any part of 
the Ceremonial Law. And tis obvious that 
Natural Neceflity will teach any conſidering 
Man this way of alternate ſinging or an{we- 
ring in parts; for-if the Songs be long , as 
ſome of the Pſalms are, no one Man's Voice 
can hold out to the end. 

V. The Holy Scriptures recommend tous 
the uſe of Inſtruments in the praiſes of God ; 
the Pſalmiſt frequently ufes and recommends 
them, and the whole Book of Pſalms is con- 
cluded with this Advice, P/al. 150, ver. 3. 
Praiſe him with Timbrel, praiſe him with ftring- 
et Inſtruments and Organs, &c. Thus Religt- 
ous Perſons were taughtto praiſe God before 
the Law. Ex. 15. 20. And Miriam the Pro« 
pheteſs the ſiſter of Aaron, took a Timbrel in her 
hand, and all the Women went after with the 
Timbrel, &c. And thus the Bleſſed in Hea- 
ven are repreſented praiſing God. Rev. F. 8. 
and 14 2, The Writers of the New Teſta- 
ment - recommend to us the - Pſalms which 
were th2 Hymns of the Jewiſh Church, and 
command us to ſing them, and -?tis obſerva- 
ble that the word we render Sing, Jam 5.13: 
originally implies ſinging with an Inſtrument. 
Now if they had not approved. the Jewiſh 
way of ſinging them , which was with In- 
{fruments, 
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4 Of Praiſes, &c. Chap. F. 
ſtruments, they would not have uſed a word 
that imported ic ; nay it is not to bedoubred 
but they would have cautioned us againft it; 
but the uſe.of Inſtruments. (as F have ſhewed 
before in the Caſe of Miriaw) being no part 
of the Ceremomial Law, but antecedent ro 
1t, ought not to ceates without fome Com- 
mand or Precepc condemning it, 

VI. Laſtly, The Scripture requires that 
we underftand the praifes we ſing to God ; 
and this warrants. our Tranſlating them into 
the Vulgar Tongue: Ir is a Duty therefore 
incumbenton the Governors. of the Church , 

rocure the Pſalms to be Tranſlated for the 
Uſe of the People under their Charge , and 
they may expect the Afﬀliftance of God's Spi- 
rit when they attempt it, in- Obedience to 
his Command. But if through Humane 
Frailty, any miſtake, not contrary to Faith , 
ſhould —_— this ought to-be no Excepti- 
on againſt the Uſe of the Tranſlation, ſince 
there are ſuch Mittakes both in the $yr4ac , 
_ and —_ mp wg of which 
are of preat Antiquity, and were uſed by our 
Saviou? himſelf and his Apoſtles. f 
Theſe are the DireRtions the Scriptures 
give vs for the Performance of this firſt part 
-of the Worſhip of God, which confilts in 
praiſes, and the manner we find them offer'd 
ta. Him by his Saints. 
SECT. 


(15) 


SECT. IL 


The manner of Praiſing Ged Pablickly, 
which is preſcribed and prafiiſed by ear 


Church. 

NO as to the manner of offering Proj- 
1 ſes in our Church, it is to be conſide- 

re 


t. That we are directed to praiſe, glori- 
fie, and confeſs to God every Day, ina cer- 
' tain number of P/a/ms of his own Appoint- 
ment, out of the Old Teſtament ; and 
then in ſuch Hymns as are recorded in 
the New: And to theſe there are added 
ſuch other Hymas , Confeflions of Faith 
and Thankſgivings, as will appear by and by 
to be agreeable to the general DireQions of 
SCxIpture. | 

But inaſmuch. as the Myſtery of the Holy 
Trinity is more explicitly revealed to us: un- 
der the Goſpel, than it was to thoſe under 
the Law ; Therefore our Church has thought 
fit to require us: with every Pſalm and. 
to intermix, Glory be tothe Father, tothe Som, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt ; As it was imthe Begin» 
ning, 15 naw, and ever ſhall be : To ſignthie that 
we believe, that the ſame God was woes 
by them as by us, the ſame God that gs 
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fied in the Pſalms, having been from the be- 
ginning Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as well 
as now : So that our aſcribing this Glory ex- 
preſly to the Three Perſons in whoſe Name 
we are Baptized, ought not to be taxed as 
any real Addition to the Pſalms, tt being on+ 
ly uſed as a neceffary Expedient to turn the 
Fewiſh Pſalms into Chriſtian Hymns , and to fit 
them for the Uſe of the Church now, as they 
were before for the Uſe of the Synagogue ; 
which practiſe I preſume can give 2; of 
Exception to none but Socinians. | 
- 2. Our Church Orders theſe Pſalms to be 
either (Swmg or Said, as the Peopleare able to 
offer them; not being willing to lay a great- 
er reſtraint on them than the Scripture has 
done : In which (as I have already_ſhewed ) 
we have Examples for both theſe/ ways of 
praiſing God. ol 

3- They are propoſed to us in Proſe , 
without any other alteration from the Ori- 
ginal than what whs neceſſary ro make them 
intelligible in our-Language. 

4 The People are allowed to bear their 
pHinthem, andeither to ſing or. ſay them 
way-ot Anſwering :. This is according to 

the Scripture any but it is not impo- 
ſed; except in very few Caſes. 

'5. Our Church permitteth the Uſe of 

ſome grave viuſical Inſtruments to __ 
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Se. 2. How prattiſed by our Church. ty 


the Voices of thoſe that ſing, and to ſtir 
their. Aﬀections, 'which are the Natural Et- 
feds of Muſick, and ſeem more requiſite in 
Northern Countreys, where generally Peo- 
ple's Voices are more harſh and untuneable 
than in other places; bur this is not impoſed 
in any Congregation, nor doth any Rule of 
our Church require it, and therefore it is at 
the People's Choice, whether they will uſe 
the help of theſe Inſtruments or no. 

6. 'This then is the care our Church hos 
taken, for the publick performance of the 

raifes of God, and if we bring grace in our 
bnared ans an inward ſenſe of the Majeſty of 
God, and of his Mercies towards us, when 
we come to joyn in them, which is our part 
and'duty to do, who can fſay that God's prai- 
fes thus celebrated, are not according to his 
Commands, and acceptable to him? TI 
think it ſufficiently plain, that they are agree» 
able to the Holy Scriptures, which ought to be 
our Rule for this, and all other parts of God's 
Worſhip. 

I think no more: neceſfary therefore on 
this Head, but with all earneſtnefs, to be- 
ſeech- you who are of gue Communion, to 
conſider 'how great ' and 'important a 
theſe praiſes are Sfqhe Worſhip of God, _ 
to apply /'our ſelves with all : diligence and 
holy -zeal-to the/performance''of: it ; for we 

V1) C never 
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A come: nearer the Imploy Ts 
fled, than when our Hearts and Moinks 
pry: with-the praiſesof our God. » | |, 
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| "The Dijpeer Money of Praiſing 


God in Pablick. 


A% now as toyou my Friends and Bre- 
thren, who diflerit from this: Worſhip 


of ' olrs, give me leave: with A cabitinels tc to - © 
gkamine how you perforrithis great Work: of 
PraidingGad;;'and I Hefine you to!compare 


Four own pradiice: in your publick; After» 
blits, with what you findin your Bibles, von- 
gerning this Dury. 
-/, 4; -Your Directory determines it to: be the 
4at1 uf-Chriftiavs to praiſe Gid pablickly, tj ſag: 
ins K-46 Palos kr: in the. Congregation, and 
ing Bjalw: s the rooice 15 10 be! tunieable 
ad growth  dodeted, and laffly, that, '#crs-co 
ome»! that the Moiſter; oY. ſean other fit —_ 
appointed by him and the other ruling Officers, do 
ned the Plaboy Tine by. line, before the ſinging 
#beresj ; and your cotiunan-practice 1s to ing 
two or. three: Verſes of a Plalm in Meewre, 
the Minittep,cor Gicrk, eſt reading. each 
tas, [250 he People ſinging, tafter.,-: 
E:4E>Refiore | podeed to:make any Obſars 


Iatiohs: oiiahot Racy. and: Pradticey 40 
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Seti3: How pratiifed by Diſſenters." 1g 
prevenci Mittakes, 'Laefire you to obſerve, 
.- X.. That T do rotrcondetnn the finging of 
Pſalms: im Meetre as unlawtul. | 
- 2+. That T:rake it for (granted, That the 
Apoltk; and Primitive Chriſtians did praife 
God in Proſe, and that Meetre and'Rhyme 
are, for:onght appears, purely os: Humane 
Invention. - | 

2. We maſt conſider that if we take the 
Pſalms: (as Fe uſe chem) in Proſe, there is 


* not a more exalted Piece 'of Poetry in the 


World; nor any thing better fitted ro raiſe 
in ſerious and wel-difpoſed People; the moſt 
devour Aﬀections. | Whereas, if we take 
theny as they ate'commonly uſed in Rhyme; 
the Force, | the Vigour, the Loftineis which 
are ſo- Extraordinary in the Proſe Franſlati- 
on; are/ alnioft 'etiroly loſt inthe Verſe, 
and- tho! :feveral [have attempred''to; Tran- 
ſlate. chem ineo Engliſh Vert; yer-l;cannot 
findithat any:on&has-done Juſtice to the Ma- 
jeſty of che Expreffions;- ahd hardly: co the” 
Senſe of-them:. | ---- ETC, 
I. Hiving premriifed theſe things, I in- 
teat you to! conſider irmpartially with me, 
how: fa: <is-your Practice apgrees: wirh the 
Scripture Rule, ©: -- 1:49 
. 1:- Then che Scriptures command us to 
praiſe God in Plalnts 'nd undoubredly the 
firſt Chriſtians uſed whole Plalrgs at a time: 
C 2 Some- 


4 TR rec — Ho x y» Www vii ae. 7. To yah af 


20 Of Praiſes, Chap. I. 


Sometimes they joined together in ſinging 
them, as our Saviour and his Diſciples did 


Matt. xxXvi. 39. Sometimes one only ſung, 


and the reſt attended for their Edification, 
as appears fiom r Cor. xiv. 26. Bur the 
aforelaid Method' of ' ſinging the 'Meetre 
Pſalms takes up fo much time, that it is im- 
poſlible to praiſe God in whole Pſalms after 
that manner. Fut if we uſe the Pſalms in 
Proſe according to the Order of our Church, 
the Experience of Good Men doth teſtifie 
that we may eaſily paſs through them ina 
Month, with ſericaſtel and attention, whe- 
ther we ſing or read them. And. to well- 
diſpoſed;Minds no part of God's Service is 
more agreeable or edifying : whereas ſome 
Years would not-ſerve to that purpoſe, if 
we ſhould uſe the new-invented way of ſing- 
ing a few Verſes. . And 1 queſtion whether 
all of them were ever yet ſung through in 
one Meeting-place, perhaps not in al the 
Meetings of the Kingdom, and yet it muſt 
be confeſſed that every one of them was left 
to the: Church by the Holy Ghoſt for'that 
uſe, . and is profitable, when thus: uſed, for 
Dodtrine, Reproof, Correction, Inſtruction 
and Comtort. Which plainly proves, that 
the ſinging the Plalmsin Meerre, is not the 
Scripture Way of -uſing them. 

| "2, Lee 
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Set. 3. How prattifed by Diſſenters. 21 


2. Letme mind you, that in the time of 
the late Uſaurpation, Dr. Manton, a Man of 
conſiderable Reputation among the Diſlen- 


ters, obſerves in his Comment on the Epi- 


ſtle of .St. Fames, Chap. v. Verſ. 13. That ſe- 
veral ſcrupled ſinging Pſalms at all ; others 
objected againſt ſinging them in Verſe ; this 
he calleth 2 vain Cawil, yet propoſeth, if rhe 
ſeruple continueth, that ſuch may ſing the Read. 
ing. Pſalms, as hath been uſed in Cathedral;, and 
vouches St. Auſtin and Athancſius for it ; 
which is a plain C onfeflion from this conſi- 
derable Perſon, that this way of ſinging is 
les liable to Exception, than yours. 

. I know it isalledged, that we ought to 
have the Pſalms in Verſe for ſinging, as well 
as we ought to have them in Proſe for Read 
ing. Pur ] have ſhewed already, that Chriſt 
and his Diſciples ſung their Hymns in Proſe ; 
and I deſire you to conſider whether it be ne- 
ceſſary to vary from theſe Precedents. We 
have a Command to Tranflate them (which 
{uppoſes into Proſe, becauſe the Original is 
{o) but none to turn them into Meertre, 
which neceſſarily requires Paraphraling , 
changing the Order of the Sentences, ſome- 
times adding and leaving out Words; and on 
that accuunt ſeems to give Humane Wit too 
great a Liberty of treating the Word of God 
as Men pleaſe : Ar leaſt, we muſt acknow- 

C3 ledge 


22 . Of Praſs, '  Chap.I. 
ledge that the Pſalms fo ordered, partake of 


Humane Frailty, and afe bardlyequil tothe | 


beſt mger Humane Compoſures.-'. When 
therefore we ule ſuch Plalms,' we ought to 
uſe them as Rumane Compoſures only, and 
not as (God's Word': And thus they are uſed 
Ly our People in our Aſſemblies, not as any 
main ſubjtantial part of the Worſhip of God, 
but rather as a valuntary entertainment of 
Devotion, and a refreſhment tathe People 
between the parts of. the Service ; much lefs 
are they allowed by us tojuſtle out the Pſalms 
and Hymns appointed by God: | 

4. As to the manner of- ſinging the Pſalms 
in Meetre, at-preſent in.uſe, both-with you 


and us in ſome Places, that is,. thei Miniſter: 


or Clerk's reacing a line;and the People fing- 
ing it after, 1s a great mterruptian'to the 
Muſick, and ta the underſtanding of. the: 
Pſalm, by breaking: the ſence of it; and-in 
that reſpect, very inconvenient, and; is like- 
wiſe a late Invention of our own; never uſed 
by any Foreign Church, eicher Popith or 
Retormed, for ought-Þcan find, to thi day; 
and has been taken: up: to ſupply the negli- 
gence and lazineſs of People, 'who: with not 
now, as formerly, - be at. pains to get Pſalms 
by: heart, or 10 much as procure: Books, or 
learn toead them. 1 

5- Notwithſtanding your DireQory /res 
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quires the voice in ſinging Pfalms ro be tuned- 
bly and 'gravely ordered , yer you have not 
only refuſed the Uſe of Inſtruments, (which 


are a natural means to help the Voice, and 


make it runeable, and are ufed by moft of 
the Reformed Churches in Europe.) but have 
alſo determined'it be Unlawful. | 

T would' intreat you -to conſider, that 
though perhaps it may nor be fo proper to 
preſs the Uſe of Inſtrument. in the ſervice of 
God, in theſe Parts, where ſo many, for want 
of being uſed to them, have entertained Pre- 
jadices againſt them, and ſome are uncapa- 
ble ot being affe&ed by them, yer the ma- 
king them unlawful, is againſt Nature and 
Seripture, and is on that accopnr a_ dange- 
rous Superſtition , and Encroachment on 
Chriftian Liberty. 

6. The'ſame Superſtition and Encroach. 
ment it is, not only to forbear to praiſe God 
in ſinging or ſaying Pſalms and Hymns by 
way of Re(poyſes of An{wering, (of which I 
have given fuch Noble Precefents out of 
Scripture) but even to determine it to be 
Unlawtut. | 

Laftly, | would' entreat yoy to confider, 
That foraſmuch as appeats, you have altoge- 
ther laid aſide the Pſalms in Profe, and the 
other 'Seriprure Hymms, that are cf Ga4's 
immediate Appointment , and for 'the Ule of 
| 4. which 


24 Off Praiſes, &c, Chap. 1. 
which we have the Example of our Saviour 
and his Saints, infomuch that they are no 
where uſed by .yoa in the Praiſes of God; 
but in their ſtcad you have ſubſtituted; as is 
before obſerved, a few Verſes of a Pſalm 
of Humane Compoſure, without Scripture- 
Example or Precedent, and ſing them in a 
way that has nothing of ancient Practice, 
much leſs Scripture, tor it, but is purely and 
immediately an Invention of Men. 

IV. The Caſe then between our Church 
and you, in this Point, I think imparrtially 
ſtands thus : Our Church praiſes Ged every 
Day with five or ſix Pſalms, beſides other 
Hymns, of His Own Appointment, and in 
His Own Words and Method, and yer i; deſer- 
ted and condemned by you in this veryPoint, 


as Teaching for Do&rines the Commandment s of 


Men; whereas you, who only praiſe Him 
in a piece of..a Pſalm of a few Verſes, and 
in a Method of your own finding out, perlwade 
your ſelves that you keep the Ordinances of 
God pure and unmixed from Humane Inven- 
7402. 

This is a thing ſeriouſly to be conſidered 
by you; for as it is eaſie to think what all 
unprejudiced Men will judge of it now, fo 
we may conclude what God will judge of it 
at the laſt Day. If you in earneſt lay theſe 
things to heart,and reflet on them,l perſuade 
my 
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SeCt, 1. Of Prayer, &c. 25 
my ſelf that they will at leaft prevail with 
you to. be modeſt in your Cenfures of us 
your Brethren ; and prevent your Judging, 
much leſs Condemning us, or our manner of 


Praifing God, as Unacceptable to Him. 


_—— 


CHAP. IL 
Of Prayer. 


SECT. L 
What the Holy Scriptures preſcribe 


concerning tt. 


LY ET us now proceed to the Second 

Main Part of . the Worſbip of God, in 
the Publick Meetings of Chriſtians ; which 
I obſerved was Prayer, or Supplication. 

And if we conſider what Rules Dire&ions 
and Examples the Scriptures afford us, for the 
Performance of this Duty, we ſhall. find, 

That they direft us to offer uy 0ur Prayers in a 
Set and Prepared Form of Words. That we 
may more clearly judge of this Matter, it 
will be fit to conſider the ſeveral Parts of 
Prayer diſtin&tly by themſelves ; ſuch as Con- 
feſſion, Supplication, Interceſſjon, SC. 


Is Con- 


26 Of Prayers Chap: IF; 

r. Confefios of our own Unwotthinefs, 
andof. God's Mercy,.to aggravats it,is oom- 
monly looked oa as the firſt Part of Prayer, 
and proper to intwaduce our Supplications. 
Now, in ſearching. the tires; we fhall 
find expreſs Command to uſe a Set Form of 
Words in both thefe ſorts of Confeſſion. So 
Deut. 26. 3. Thou ſhalt gg uno the Prieſt that 
ſhall be in thoſe days, and. ſay unto him, 1 Pro- 
feſs this day unto the Lord thy God, that I am 
come unto the Country, which 'the Lor 1 [ware unto 
our fore-fathers to giveus. And then the Of- 
ferer was to make his» Canfeſlion, wer. 5. 
And, they fate ſpeak and ſay before, the Lord thy 
God, 4 SyYtan rently to prrifÞwas my father. 8c. 
Here we hos aF we Confeſſion of the Per- 
fon's Unworthineſs, and of God's Goodneſs and 
Aﬀercy ; together: with a PYofeſſion' of Obediewce, 
and Depordance or Hinyprefcribe&by God 
Himfelf in Set and Prepared Word: 

The: nay” appears ' from Sulowor's | pre- 
ſcribing a Form of Confe flow for the peni- 
cent' Irgeliter, 1 Rimes: 18-47.  Which/Words 
we- find'aocerdin ingly applied it Pſal.'106. 6. 
and: made: part of 'a larger Form of Confe[- 
-{91,* to-be- Fed ; in cho -Captivity, (as So/o- 
men deſigned- theny;}'which- appears from 
the-47th/ Verſe: of the' fame 'P/alm;- (taken 
from-the-Form preſcribed: by David, 1 Chrox. 
16, 35.) "And Daniel, in his Forw of Con- 


feſton 
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in Captivity, ch 5-. uſes the fune 
ach of Wards. F os heros it a 
that they were not left arbitrarily ro C Chojce 
or Diſcretion, though other Words might be 
joyned with them, when there was Ocgaſion 
to Enlarge or Vary the Form: 
Many of the Pſalms are Forms of Confeſs / 
fon, and were uſed: and daily repeated by 
the Jewiſh Church. P/al. Fl. Na the Form 
of Confeſſion David ' prepar'd and us'd, for his 
Murther and Adultery : And he not. only 
uſed it himſey,. but directed i it to the Maſter 
of his Choire, to be uſed in the Publjck 
Service, as appears, from the Titte of it. 
P/al. 78. 1s a general Confeſſion fox the whols 
People, ſerting forth at large the Mercjes, of 
God'to them,; and their Ingtatitude; Difo-' 
bedienice and' Rebellion : _ and this not a4 4 
Pattern, but as a Set'and: Prepared For, .to 
be uſed in their Publick Service. All-which 
ſhew us.thatAddreſſes ro God in 1 fach Forms, 
are of' Divine Inſtitution; and are a Warrant 
to vs,that he approves that ourCorfeſſion ſkonld, 
be made to him in that manner. 

x: The Second'Part of Prayer is Sepplica: 
tzon for good Things : And in this Cafe we 
have'Hikewiſe the Commandment, of God for 
FH "Words, Det . 26. 13, 15. Then thou 
Pelt (a 44g the Lord: thy God, Look down 

fron, iz holy habitation, How heaven, and "_ 
FJ 


28 Of Prayer, Chap. IT. 
thy people Iſrael, and the land which thou haſt 
Ven us, as thou ſwareſt unto our fathers, 8. 
Hof. 14+. 2. Take with you words, and turn 
to the Lord your God, and ſay unto him, Take 
away all iniquity, &c. Moſes in the Wilder- 
neſs uſed a Set Form of Words to this pur- 
poſe, and recommend it to be uſed by the 
Church of God for ever; as is manifeſt from 
Pſal. 90. which has this Title, A Prayer of 
Moſes, the Man of God. When ſuch a Perſon 
by the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, uſed, and 
left to be uſed by us 1n our Supplications, {ach 
a Set and Prepared Form of Words, we 
ought not to doubt but that manner of Ad- 
drels is acceptable to God 
3- The Third Part of Prayer, is Interceſſ;on 
in the behalf of others. Now, Blelling is.an 
eminent ſort of Iterce/ſion ; and for the Uſe 
of aSetFormof Words in this, we have like- 
wiſe the Command of God, Numb. 6. 23. On 
this wiſe ye ſhall bleſs the children of Iſrael, (ay- 
me unto them, The Lord bleſs thee, and kee 
thee, &c. Here we have not only a Blef. 
ſing, but an earnelt Iterceſſion with God for 
his People , and the Firm and Words pre- 
ſcribed by Himſelf, which were not to be 
uſed by mean, ignorant People, (who are only 
now ſuppoſed, A lome, to need the help of 
Forms,) - by Aaron, and his Sons the Chief 
Prieſts. From which we may be aſſured, 
That 
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That God approves that manner of Addreſs 
in our Bleſſmgs and Interceſſions for one ano- 
cher, not only from mean People, but from 
the greateſt. | 

4. The Fourth Part of Prayer confiſteth 
in Petitions for ayerting Evil, commonly cab 
led Deprecation. And for this ſe, we 
have: ſeveral Forms preſcribed by God, 
Foel. 1. 14. Gather the elders, and all the inha= 
bitants of the land, into the houſe of the Lord your 
God, and ſay unto the Lord, Alas, for the day, 
the day of the Lord is at hand, &c. We have 
God's Commandment for -another Form, 
Foel. 2. 17. Let the prieſts, the miniſters of the 
Lord, weep between the porch and the altar, and 
let them ſay, Spare | thy people, O Lord, and 
give 10t thine heritage' to reproach, 8&c. From 
whence it clearly follows, that God approves 
the Uſe of a: Form in this Part of Prayers 
though commonly the moſt earneſt and im- 
portunate, and ſuch as ſeems leaſt to admit 
of being bounded by a Form ; ſo that we 
have the Approbation and Commandment 
of God for the Uſe of a Set Form of Words, 
in all the Parts of Prayer. 

IL And ny we find holy Men 
of God, though tull of Wiſdom, and 


of his Spirit, uſing the ſame Set Form of 
Prayer always on the ſame Occaſion. This 
the /Scriptures - inform 'us concerning Moſes 

] Numb. 


x 


30 ; 4 QF Prayer, IF4 ChapJIT. 
Tiautbi. to. 1254. When the ark ſet forwhtrd, 
Moſes /oid, Rife up, Lord; and let thine ent- 
wes be ſcattered:; and let them that bete ther, 
flee before thee: And when it refed, he ſaid, 


Retin, O Lord, amo the many thouſands of 


fred. From, wheiice it appears, that .God 
approves the Ule of one Ser, Conſtant Fara: 
bf Words tn obr Prayers, 451ong as the Qe- 
caſfion of repeating them is:the ſame ; _For, 
I preflume, none will ſuſpe& ic was for want 
of Words, or .of the Spirit. of Prayer, that 
-Adaſes eonfined himſelf to this Form |. 
;;, E-fhall add further, That the whole Book 
of P/aims_is. a Colle&ion of Prayers of:all 
forts ;. and there are few of theitr but 'what 
arc moſt Excellent Form; of Prayer expteſſed 
it; fych - pacherick, ſignificant atd movin 
Werds, thid we have treatireafon to 
Ged for. farniffiing us; wikh theni,, and 
Which. we car! nevet- hbpe to , equal - by 
any. of our bwn Invention fuch are the 
49 $y 65 7; 9; 16, 12;@6;;;;, Oh this 20- 
pour they were uſed by 'the Jews,'- as the 
_conftant Service and Licurgy. perfotmail m 
their Temple, as we my: gathef from! what 
Þ fornierly quoted, 2 Chron: 29. 309. i 
'..;JII, Butt perhaps ſome'-may chink :thete 
"Commands and Examples.of : Set Formis of 
PeFer,- goc--10 be a ſfifficieme Warrant tb 
Chriſtians;3 becauſe they are taken our of _ 
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O!d'Teſtanient, bejoreithe Spirit Was poured 
out in fo plentifpl- a 'meaſure, as under this 
Goſpel. I ſhall thesefore proceed: to. exa- 
mine the Commands and Examples of the 
New Teftament,, And.here, 

I. Ithihk it is certain; that our Savieur and 
his Apaftles Prayed by a Form; for they join« 
ed inithe Worthip ot the Temple :and Syna- 
g0gues, Which canſiſied it P/alys,' as'T have 
already ſhewn, and im ſome certain Forms 
of Prayers added to them, and. canſtatuly 
uſed; in their daily, Service, as welearn from 
thoſe that give at Account of: the Jewiſh 
Worltip at that * time Now | . - 1-7 
our - Sawjbur and: his: pple; * Musktto this 


their Service, both in (the; FE. 


Temple and Synagoguts, 5: gicawborhinks 
mamifett they approved: the ':irrfiera confourt 
manner of Addrefing\thent. . bimFlE to Serbs 
ſelves to God mm. a Set Firmioh: PF: 
Weards.' + ao evity; <3 Cp) <1 
2. But: onr-Sapma hasput:thig Aagter out 
af: all; difptte with1mperria:-Memi by: pre- 
fcribing a Form tor. his Difciples, when-they 
deſired. him to zeach thew to proy:au; Fabntaught 
hes Diſciples. For we:fndchis: way>of-Beaghs 
mg them, was: not'-by. diredting them «a 
wait: for the Impulſsof the Spirt,:a6d nts 
mediaee:[n{p1r9rien from: Gad,. of. whn they 


were 


"AN 
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were to offer up to Him : We do not find 
him ſaying, When ye Pray; [peak what ſhall 
then come mto your Minds, or what ſhall. be 
given you in that hoxr, without _— thoug ht 
about what they ſhould ſay ; as He did in ano- 
ther Caſe, that is, when they ſhould be brought 
before Governours and Kings for bis , ſake, 
Mat. to. 19. But in addrefling themſelves 
to God, he preſcribed them a Form of Words, 
and Commanded them to uſe it Luke 11. 2. 
And be ſaid unto them, When ye pray, ſay, Our 
Father which art in Heaven, &c, Here is an 
expreſs Command of Chriſt to his Diſciples, 
to uſe theſe Words when they Pray, Our Fa- 
ther, &c;*” A Command for the Uſe of a 
Form, 0 plain, that it is impoflible to ex- 
preſs it in; clearer Terms. 
"Tis not to be doubted but Religious Per- 
fons among-the Jews offer'd up conſtantly 
Prayersto” God. We fee it in David, 
P/al. 55.17. and in Damel, chap. 6. xo. And 
no doubt the Diſciples of our Saviour were 
not wanting in this Duty, nor in Skill to 
__w- it, ſince we 'find that other. devout 
*erſons: of their time- had their Hours of 
Prayer, as we ſee in A#s 3. 1. Therefore, 
what they defired of:our 'Saviour, was not 
to teacts them abſolutely, or in general, to 
Pray, but.to teach them-to Pray, a: Fohn alſo 
taught his Diſciples; thatis; to give thema y_ 
@ 
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of 'Prayer piper to: his Inftitrtion; as they ſaw 
che Difc bs of M6ſev/aridl Foby; ha proper 
theips. -. Upon which our Sewiowr gave them 
the Lor's-Prayer, aa Summary of the mam 
Points of his Pottrine, and” as a conltanit 
Badge-of their being his Diſciples. As if he 
fhouid have faid, Whenever you offer up to God 
your uſual Prayers, which religions Cuſtom - has 
taught you, as fews,' and Diſeiples of Moles, 
oy of John, whether 17 Secret or Publick ; add 
this always ts your other Prayers, for a continual 
Remembrance to you,” of theſe Duties, Privileges 
and Otalificatiens which belong to you, as My 
Dy/ciples; and as a Mans of obtaining Grace 
from your Heavenly Father, to enable you'to per» 
fevere 'w them. "The' Lord"s-Prayer is there- 
fore a Badpe of Our Profeffian, impoſed by 
Cheiiſt Himfelf, and/to be uſed by Us; as 
we would be accounted His Diſciples. 

Neither will ſaying the Subftance of it 
in other Hords of our own Þuvention, anſwer 
the Intent: of thi; Command : Since, 

r. We are ſure the Subſtance of the Prayer 
is put-by Chriſt in' the moſt appoſire and 
comprehenſive #%0rd:-that are poilible; and 
cheretoie wholly to lay them aſide for others, 
is plainly to decline the! Choice of Words 
that 'Chift has made; tor us,”- and ſubſticure 
kts appoſits of our own, te expreſs thoſe 
Petiriony ity, 0 00S JT 210 


D ; 2. The 


34 51:14 Of Prayer. .,,- \Chap. IT. 
2+ Fe: more particularly -:any -thing is 
Commanded in the: Worſhip of Grid) we 
ought-to be. the more cateful-to obſerve it ; 
and-may be the more confident, that God is 
pleaſed with our Performance of 'it, Since 
therefore we are patticularly Commanded, 
when we Pray, to lay, Oar Father, 8c. what- 
ever other .Prayers. we offer to God , this 
ought not to be omitted. FY 

3. In' gencral, we are Commanded to 

' offer up. our Deſires to: God, and-in parti- 
cular, -ro offer this Prayer. Theſe .Com- 
mands agree very well together, and' there- 
fore the'one ought not to juſtle out the other. 
To lay atide the Prayer particalarly Com- 
manded by. Chrift, for--others .of - our own 
- compoſing, in purſuance of the-gerieral Com- 
mand, 1s t00 apparently to preferr our: own 
Invention'to! God's Command, | \\ 

-* *4. When we take the. liberty to-word'our 
own-:Prayers, we, may-forget ſome things ; 
we may. mix our. own Frailties, and Weak- 
neſs in our Petitions; - and this too often ap- 
pears both-in the Matter and ' Wording of 
them. The Way. therefore to Supply. theſe 

Defects, and to; obtain Pardon for our Infir- 

mities, 4s, :to uſe our Lord's-perte& Prayer, 

-not only! as, a Pattern for Prayer, (as ſome 

awonld have 1t,) but likewiſe as a: Form nece(- 
ſary tobe uſed, to corre what may be amils 

- or defetive in our own Prayers. 

gT .s C 5. They 
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5: They who lay aſide the Words of the. 
Lord's:Prayer, areirtdanper to lay aſide ſome 
of the Subſtance of 'it alfo ; particularly the 
Subſtance of that Petition, Forgive us oi 
Treſpaſſes,as we forgive them that treſpaſs again 
us : For many wholay aſide the Lords Prayer 

do neither in Terms nor Subſtance offer thi 

Petitionto God; nay, are ſo far from making 
this the Condition of their Pardon, as Chrilt 
has taught us, that they publickly diſpute 
againſt 'the Form for this very reaſon; Tho' 
Chriſt, who foreſaw the 0bje#ion which our 
Corruptions would be apt to make, has An- 
ſwered it, and bound it upon us indiſpen- 
ſibly as our Duty, to ask Forgiveneſs on theſe 
and no other Terms, Mat. 6. 15. And 
indeed; if ſuch a Sentence had been pre- 
{crib'd by our Loyd, to be only repeated b 

Chriſtians once, or oftener, every Day, it 
would have ſeemed but what was neceſſary 
to' mind them of thar peculiar and'indiſpen- 
ſible Duty of their Profeſſion. We ſee the 
Wiſdom of the Ancients thought fit to re- 
duce their Do&rine or Inſtru# ions into Proverbs, 
or ſhort Sentences to be got by heart, and kept 
continually in -memory, as . of great influ- 
ence'for guiding' Mens' Lives and Aions 3 
and fuch Sentences muſt be of 'much greater 
influence, when repeated in the dedfCice of 
God, as'theſe in our Lord's Prayer are requi- 


red to be. 
D 2 Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, This Prayer being given. os as a 
Badze of our Profeſſion, 4, Surmary of. our 
Duty as Chrif:ans,.and. a: Farms of ſound Words, 
it is no more lawful to alter it, than to-lay 
it alide ; and it would be the fame prefump- 
tion and hazard to ſubſtitute, other Words 
inſtead of Chrilt's, in this Prayer which we 
are oblig'd always: to uſe when we pray,, as 
to change the Words. of our. Creed; or as 
it would be in a Battel. to change the, Word 
given- by a General, or any part of it, and. 
to retain only the ſignification of it. - From 
all which 'ts manifeſt that God has requi- 
red” Forms of Prayer tabe uſed by us,. both-in 
the Old and New Teſtament. 

As to the difference. we. find in the. Lord's 
Prayer as delivered. by: St Matthew: and 
St. Lake, "tis to be. abſerved that our Sawviow 
ſpake in; the. Syriack, or-vulgar Hebrew, and 
the Evan clit writ their Go/pels in Greek : 
Now in He Syriack,. one and the ſame. word 
exp:eſſe; bech thoſe different words which 
the Evangelifts uſe in the ſame Petition; as 
Debts an Treſpaſſes, &e. . £0 that it 16'NO real 
but a leeming_ difference berween them; all. 
the different Words being the ſameinthe'Q- 


_ riginal Langnagein which our Sav:oxr ſpake. £:- 


"TV. As we have the Commend of Godz.and.- 
the Example of his Saints, for offering.up-onr- 
Prayers to Him, ina fer = prepared Forne- 
of Words, lo we have the like Example, fox. 

"m4 Ws Joyning 
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oyuing Voices, upon occaſion. in offering theſe 
Wards '- Generally it is ſufficient that : + Peo- 
ple Join an their Hearts with che words of 
pubſick Prayers, yet the Scriprures warrant 
alſo, . 6n ſome Occaſions, their joining their 
V.oices. 
' *1.” Thus we find the People of Trael ad- 
drefling themſelves to God, Fudges 21 2. 
Lind the people came to the Houle of God, and 
abode there tl} even, before God ; and lift up 
their Voices, and wept ſore, and ſaid, O Lerd God 
of Jfrael, why is this come to paſs in Ijrael, &C. 
2. In Hymns and Pſalms (which are atfo 
Prayers. in great part, as I noted before) the 
People are generally allowed by all (as being 
fully warranted by Scripture) to join their 
Voices v0 Meſes and the Children, of Ia! 
ſung unto the Lord, Exod. 15.. 1.. 
3. In the New Teſtament we have mn 
Eminent Example - of this practice, A#s iv. 
24, where the Apoltles and their Diſciples 
lift up their Voice to God with one accord, and 
Jaid, Lord thou art. Ged, &c. If this Prayer 
was immediately inſpired, as it ſeetns it was, 
then'the whole Aſſembly was inſpired - 
ther, not only to think the ſame 7hing, but 
likewiſe to utter the ſame #4; and the 
Spirit of God by it has atteftgd the fitneſs 
and decency of a whole Congregatian's pno- 
TY TA . 
ouncing the Tame Prayer together. If it 
had hot been convenient that this ſhovid be 
D 3 ſome- 
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ſometimes praiſed in our Chriſtian Aﬀem- 
blies, God would not have given us this. Ex- 
ample. Tf the People were always t9.join 
in their Hearts only with our publick Pray- 
ers, it would have been fo here, for the Spi- 
rit of Go wou'd not have'led them ta do an 
indecent thing, or a, thing unfit for, Gyd's 


Worſhip. . 

4. & Paul and Silas joined alfo their Yoices 
in their Prayers, az we may ſee from Aﬀs 
xvi. 25. And at midaight Paul and. Silas 
prayed, and ung Praiſes unto God, and the Pri- 
ſoners heard them: T know it may be alledged, 
That they ſung their Prayers which they of- 
fered up to Gad on this Occaſion, and on that 
account jomed their Voices. 'Þ confeſs the Ori- 
inal ſavouirs this Inference ; but if it be al- 
fowed that the Apoſtles ſung their Prayers ta- 
gether, it'muft be allowed that they. might 
likewiſe /ay them together :* For we find the 
Blefled in Heaven dffering not only their 
' Praiſes together, but” their Prayers alſo; fo 
Rev. vi. 10. They cryed with a loud woice, ſay- 
ing, How jo9g, O Lord,” Holy and True, doſt 
thou not Fudge and Ajenge our Blood, 8C. 
From all' which" it is manifeſt. that we are 
warranted by the Examples of God*s People, 
both in the Old and New Teſtament, © 
join our Voices, as well-as our Hearts, | in 
fome of our publick Supplications to God z 
and that this practice is no New Invention 


of Mcn. V. If 
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V. I6-we'confule the Scripture, we ſhall. 
find that ic is the Prieſt's part te'make pub-. 
lick Interceffion'for the People, *but yer fo,! 
that the: People ought to bear a part -by. 
themſelves, and anſwer in. the Service, 
which we-commonly. call Reſpox{es. 

1. They are commanded-to. doit, P/al. 
106. 48. where after the PrayersandPrailes 
of which the Pſalm conſiſts, are ended, it. is 
added, :Let all the _ lay, Amen,.Praile the 
Lord; and accordingly we fiad-1:Ghrow, 16. 
36. that the People ſaid Amen, ' and praiſed the 
Lord. ''And this 'is more! fignally obſervable 
in that Solemn Service'at the Dedication- ot 
Solomon's Temple, where we find- fit{t the 
Prieſts and Levites praiſing Gody 2Chroy. 
v.'13. And: ſaying; For:be is:g00d;;for bis :mer+ 
cy endureth for ever, .the- uſual Fora'of Prai- 
ſing fo often repeated in the Plalms;-parti- 
cularly 'in the'r 26. which was probably uſed 
at that timei!- Then-Solo-mon who built! che 
Temple, performed-another pare of 'the;Ser- 
vice, Chap.'6:-3 He blefled, Firſt\the'Peor 
ple; Setondly, Hebleſſed andthavked God 
tor his; Mercy:  And:Laſtly, -offet'd-rhat 
Divine''Prayer -of Dedication, which, we 
find in that Chaptey: Then follow cheiburr;t 
Offerings and 'Sacrifices, ' which:uiere pecus 
liarly thei Prieft's ſhare of the Seryica; Ghaps 
7. And God gives yo :theix 
Praiſes, 'Prayers _ erings, by-: Mig 


own 


4 


voong; 7 
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| yk (Chop. 


R 3 > . 


"*y Td rcſeningin Ghergy, ane 


down Fire from Heavdm tod:confiune icheir 
Sabrifices -: And rhenflaſt-of -albifollows the . 
Peoplcis patt which thek/ perform.,»Chap: | op. 


They bowed: then:felees wich their oods whe j 


por the puement, aud wor and 
praiſed the Lord  lwpii; Heis ped. {7.11 afro 
endurenb for iever.':- (his Service was Or- 
dered 'by-:the Spirit 1of. 'God, and plainly 
fhews us; that He approved of the Peaple's 
having'a ſhare or part\peculiar to themſelves 
in his Worſhip. 
- 2. Jt it be. fxie that this was abe "WAY. of 
Worſhipping God under the Taw,; Which is 
fow'Abollſhed and!UPglawtul, as well as'rhe 
other Levirical-Cerernomies, : | Phe .Apo/tles 
have anſuterid this; by contindirig:ehis pro- 
tice - in the*Chriſtan* Church, and\by ad- 
mitting the Peaple:to-Bear: apart inthe, = 
hek Service; and/toranfwer to the'Pr; 
have 'affured-us:that »this is noiegdl Ab: 


_ thedi1Ceremony: [This*ismanifeſtluciar 4: - 


14. "F6;1E1 when thou fratr-bteſranith the Spirit, 
= e\tbat o theiroem of ths wnttear - 
yAumen urthy: going df rhiomke2 which 


he even the rned 'hadka part al- 


them.m theo Ghtiftian Aﬀemblies; [Tr 
be'added-torthis, what:T gbfetyed tbe- 
1.Se..:.Ni4.) dbrthe Re/ponſes 
God, anth oftthe- 'Worſhipideſeri- 


mthe iRevelerivns;wherethed and 
eMul- 
titude 


in} 
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phe reevelenring the Popgle rar each.of 
theatrherditiagP Pants; In Aufas rowhat 
wis done in <he\Chriltian Aſſambilics. And 
this is a -6! ear prot, that the Pogple bare .a 
part, and. anſwered to 'the 'Blallings and 
Prayess of .-him; that-Officiatad;.ever ſings 
the Chriſtian Worhip was | LAIRInG. ? 


SECT. TY 


The Rules and 'Pratvice of i Our Ghneh 
concerning rayer- 


Hs thus ſeen the,DireQiqns and Ex- 
amples which the'Scriptures, #fforg' ys 
fo the publiek Performance of our Prayers 
, let us naw cariſiler ft Th of 
helhe urch, and compare.,it-with 3 
both. as to-ithe Words. antt Matter*of 
Prayers ; and.to the; coniforr of. us, who 7 
of this Cammunion, ,it will charty appear; 
1- That there is not.one thirig-we a8, of 
God j ip chem which 'he has Hor particulatly 
diredted; us to ask, or any, thi bg for which 
ws.ought to, pray, thatiis omiceek This ad- 
ge We thave towards the, of this 
Ek, that gol Prayers ae fixet? 2nd farcl], 


examined 2 chro a = 
ety, in. them. * OO 
gain ny by puetigg them intoa f & ant propars 


arg: #% 


© "Of Proyie,*" \ ++ Chap: 
FO -acoording-to the' Commands 
of God, and" Exatnptes/'of Holy Mem 
whereas *tis impoſſible- for ſuch '5 uſe 'ofly 
ex tempore Pt3yer, thus e& juſtify their 'Ser- 
vice, chtifilheir Prayers are altogether ith 
— and' Gepeadon: the Ffeſent thotghts 
of t 
2. Our Church requires the People to join 
their Voices with the Mirtiſter in ſame of the 
Prayers, in which they are more particularly 
concernedy \andq> which {em of. the.moſt g& 
neral and greateſt. ent, . Such are the 
general Confeffions of Sin, and the Lord's 
Praye 
TY Qur Church has aligned for the Yeoj 
Ic ſome ſhore. Anſwers or R eſponſes” to our 
ayers, = they he be ſtitred"up to 
attention, SR their CONCUITENCE 
with the. | #0 every Prayer 
and Bleſſing $a Br ob eg, to anſwer Amen, 
bs FE, hind the People did.in the Church of 
- to join. Unanimouſly i in ſ6nte 
wt Ejaculations , to, implore Ggd's 


pr bn to hear us. In All 


already fhewed we have the 


WaTageeh, Ipture ; and1 it is. plain to any 
,bg at the pains to conſider our 
Fo, th we:l .have taken, the Rules there- 


, and*have, not inyented 
ST our own Gads ; and then 


Go 15t00 0 n the Cuſton of © hinovarorsY th 
deavoured 


a. X 


ban, pK IS; 
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deayoured: to'-make. the A 
with it.. The firſt Reformers of *Our comply 
would -never haveretain'd —__ 4 
of Prayers, had they not found Tucyin airs 
ture 2 they would never [have - 
People to join their voices in fome 
and-anſwer. to -others, ' if the Extenplos.of 
Scri had not lead them toit. They 
pro fled, and their Deſfign'was to- make the 
Word of God their Rule.z and;we' fee how 
exattly they conformed to it in theſe 


parti- 
culars. Lwih I could ſay as much for all 
other _ of Worſhip WY Ry 


S E C T. IIL. 
The, Prattice of tboſe who aifer from Vs. 


I. ND here I,muſt intreat ond wy 
ANY Diocefs, .;who, Diſlene, ys Our 
Worſhip, ſcriouſly $0 conſider with me; what 
it.is which you have fubſticutedintheplace'ef 
theſe, Ri s which you have. intirely laid a+ 
ſi hag Be 010 oo exprly directed and warranted 
and: examine. whether your 

aſs SER ve a Dlid Foundation in God's Bonk 

I ſhall end cavour: $0 repreſent it with all fair- 


neſs and opartithe ;\ and leave-you'to judge 
as God ſhall di - and _ u an: 


44 ond Prigagicn” Chap I. 
—_ I that Geek, our#iters 
are of ens get "the 1 [Bpinir of Prayer rs 
Sizes 5p. allrhe(linidres. of God in jane wicnfure, 
for wok, dbas ddrarts' toconceiwve, and their 
Tompmwes tie rexprofe cmmwentent defines to Gol 5 and 
thar therefore Forms uf 1Pr.oyer are of 210-ne- 
cellaty-wle; icuher in Puklick or Privine; on 
whe" contrary; ghat they-Stinc the Spirar, and 
hinder Man from fiirvingup.or uſing the gitt 
67 Ochiers. of yob go-fiirther, and- affirm 
that ol Forwss of. Prayer ace unlawful to Chri- 
{tzans,  and-that therefore ic is a'Sin to-Join in 
a Worſhip where they are uſed, orto be pre- 
= at it. 7 
© Miniſter i 15 the Muuth A 
Congregation, 'and'that He only is to 
publickly to God in the behalf of the Pegpls 
and that th&5- are noted foin their Voices, 
buc-their Hearts only-with him. 
Re theſe Princes you forfake our 
and many of you think jt is a fin 
eons as _ -our Religious Aſ- 
femblies : Ir is ext Impartance therefore = 
that you fhould underfta "what the Scrip- 
evres- derermine in hs marter ; for 'if-our Þ 
Worſhip (whichyou ths forſake) be p14 int b 
Scripture: (as Trhink Thaye pane 3 
i {ufficiendy appeary) 4nd theſe —_— 1 
of Your Worſhip, and Your ra#ice purfuan tto | 
them, have no Rendeties in Scripture ; I ! 
cannot | 


YT ww. 


Z toconceiye Prayer, ſo neitheris there :apCom/ 


Seft.3; Bw predic. by Difſenters. gag 
cannotiee how Yom cancabfwer your fordakingy 
Ons Afemblics, to Garand yow own Conv 
ſciences: © Let us thers confides cached 'theis: 
Principles apart... 
Ik yn firſs, for that Poſition of your 
Direfory, That the Spent” of Prayer is pron 1# 
all the Children of God im ſome meaſure, for ena-' 
bling their Hearts to'concerve, and thtiv Tongaes' 
to expreſs comvenient Nefires tu Godi5- I intrear! 
you-to conſider what Promiſe or Foundation it 
has'in-Scripeure. I prafels wo you feriouſiyy 
Thac uponthe ſtricheft Exyuiry Deould make, 
I never-could find\any fuck Promife mode ro 
all. the. Children of Go, inthe Old/or New! 
Teſtaments, neither did I ever meer any 
Diflentes:;that wasabletothow any ſuch Pro- 
miſe. to: furniſh. us with Words ins Prayer, ' 
without. the ufe .of fer and premedicaeet- 
Forms. If then theze be ome fuch, as- we" 
may. be well aftured-there is not;' was it r18e 
too. much; preſurnprion-i the: Compilers oÞ 
your Direflory , torobtrude this Doftrine'ore 
the World, or periwade Peoplew depend on 
ic, and- neglett: the help of: Fw, which 
the Scerimprase preſcribes,: amd recom mendses 
us? \Nay, as thereris no'Promile forfuchex- 
traordinary Ailiftancero all the Childven'sff Golf 


mandin Scripture; requiring as toc 2907/hip or 
pray Bd os a cononiarem mpors Le 
unprenedicared! Pruyebg-or' 1d) mach 125" a4” 

we Example 
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Example in a ſettled ordinary Congregation 
where /it was practiſed; - If then HS oe 
ſhew:none of; theſe in the holy Scriptures, nei- 
ther Promiſe nor Command, *tis a plain caſe, 
that this De&rine is a meer Invention of - Men, 
and.the Worſrip built on ita Vanity, in the 
ſence of our Saviour, Mark 7. 7. if my de- 
ſign were. only to confute an Adverſary, what 
Lhave already faid were ſufficient ; but this 
Spirit of Prayer is a point of ſuch Conſe- 
quence, that I hope. it will be both-grateful 
and inftruciye to the Readers of all ſorts, 
to. explain/it to them, and' ſer it' in as clear 
alight as.I' can ; which I ſhall do under'the 
_ HIT. 1. Firſt therefore I doubt not: but it 
will be.granted, That whoever prayeth to 
God with Faith, Simcerity, Fervency,” Love, 
Humility, Conformity to God"s Will, Underſtan- 
ding, and Decency of Expreſſion, prays Accep- 
robe 1 Him, and is endowed with the'Sp:- 
ris of Prayer ; and whoever prays without 
theſe, does want it. ay, 
8: Ligppaſs 10 Man of himſelf :can ac- 
tain ! that are requiſite to make 


. 
o 


our: Prayers: Acceptable, and that therefore 

we muſt have the Afiſtance:of God's Spirit 
them inus. oh oe 

\{uppoſechac;it_is-poſlible for. a Man 

by:natural means, an Ability to 

ib:decendy-in Prayer 5-tho'.he 

cannot 
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cannot fo acquire Faith, or any other iriward 
Grace; fo that; Decency of Expreſſion is the 
loweſt part of the. Gift of Prayer, 'and not 
always apart of it! ' ONs, 4% 08 
. 14+ I fay that one'Praying by a: Form may 
have all theſe Qualifications, and therefare 
his Prayer may' be acceptable; ito God, and 
proceed from his-Spirit. il i 

This may: be' proved to the-Difſenters, 
1.:From: - the Aſſemblies Larger Catechiſm, 
which acknowledges it : For whenthe Que- 
ſtion.1s. put, How #5 the Lord's Prayer to be 
uſed ? The Anſwer is, The | Lords Prayer is 
not:only for Direc ion, as a Pattern according to 
which we. are t0 make other Prayers, but may be 
alſo uſed as a Prayer; ſo that it be dene with 
Underſtanding, Fatth, Reverence, and other Gra- 
ces, neceſſary to the right Performance of. the 
Duty of Prayer. , 2: y of the. Pſalms are 
(as. I obſerved before) Forms of Prayer, and 
the Diſlenters make no ſcruple to turn theſe 
Forms of Prayers into Meetce, and then ſing 
them Line by Line after che Miniſter. As 
for Example .: The firſt Verſe of the fifth 
T_. runs thus, in the Tranſlation they 


Give ear unto my wowds, D Lozd, 
-©; mp meditations weigh; —_— 
Hear mp loud cry, my King, my God. 
Cl, ;Foz2.I to thee will D2a?., (1H © Da: 


This 
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Ehtis-is: a6 1eals 2: Poras off Projer; as any in 
the Eo; ad by their uſing it as they da; 
de plainty prattife Proving by « Fory: : And 
do further alſo allow, That Prayevs;- as well 
& Praiſes, may beoffercti. God with fnginy, 
and that they-nay repear their Firms of . Prayer 
a&er the Miifter. Wah whar Reafon then 


can it be faid againſt ns, Thar a Fra uf 


Prajer farg—in Verſe, and after the Mini- 
ters Reading , is Commendable ; bar-the 
fame faid or fling in Profe, is Unhwful? - 

' f- Exremporary conceived Prayers: may 
waar thefe fpiricaal qualifications: of Prayer, 
as I believe will not be denyed by thoſe that 
comend moſt. for chem, and chey ofcen are 
menifeftly deficient ; being ſomerimes: per- 
formed without Reverence or. Decency of 
Expreſfion; and by ſome even withour Un- 
deeſtandingy and where- theſe Qualificati- 
ons are found, others may be waneing. "Fhe 
Scriptures obſerve; Thats Man may make 
hong Prayers, and yet have a Mind diſpos'd to 
dewour Widows Houſes. FE may want 'Faith 
Fleanlity, Ferwency, and Affrance i God, and 
yer be-able- to -Proy without -a- Forms +. And 
therefore ſuch Prayers are not always Accep- 
table to God. 

6. Therefore -when' God: promiſes” :: 
Spirit of Grace and of Supplications- to Tis Peo- 
pid} Zich!'t n-'v6) this Promiſe doth thoticx- 
rend co enable -allL Men-wii att God's Chil- 
44 ; 


dren 
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dren, | to conceive with their Hearts, and ex- 
preſs with .their Mouths, convenient Deſires, 
without-alForm : for a; I ſhewed before, ev 
one-to whom God gives a Heart and Dil- 

ſition to pray, has the Spirit of Prayer 
= he who from this Principte offers up 
his Deſires to God in a Form, prays Accepta- 
bly ; and he that offers them without that 
Principle, tho' he do it in unpremeditated 
and extemporary Words, is reje&ed, and 
therefore the Spirit of Prayer is the Grace, 
the Heart, the Diſpoſition and Ability to 
Pray, and whether it be with, or. without 
a Form, ſuch-a Man's Prayers are acceptable 
to God ; and ''ris greatly ſuperſticious to think 
or teach otherwiſe. 1f God give us a Heart 
to pray, and by his Providence hath provi- 
ded us a Form to expreſs our Deſires 1n, or 
enables us to*make one, 'ris ſufficient, and 
we ought to be thagkful. 

7. In confirmation of this Account of the 
Spirit of Prayer, we may further obſerve, 

1. That no Worſhip is acceptable to God, 
that is not offer'd ro Him i Spirit and Truth, 
Fohn iv. 24- and therefore the Scripture re- 
commends'to us Prayers in and by the Sp'rit ; 
but that praying with the Spirit, doth not 
ſignifie extemporary, unpremeditated Pray- 
ers, or exclude Forms, will appear from 
x Cor. Xiv. 15. 1 will pray with the Spirit, 
I will pray with the Undo nding, I will n 


with 
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with the Spirit, I will fing with the Underf aw 
divg glſo. Here we ming with the Spr 
rt, as well as Praying with it-; and whoever 
ſings 'gtherwiſe, doth not worſhip Ged as he 
ought ; but tho' we are obliged to ſing with 
the Spirit, yet wemuſt and ought to4ing in 
the Congregation, with a ſet Forin of Words, 
and therefore for the fame Reaſon, *tho' we 
prey with the Spirit, we may pray by a ſet and 
prepared Form of Words: The 'moſt ſpiritual 
Songs Conliſt of a ſet Form of impoſed Words, 
and ſo'may the moſt ſpiritual! Prayers. - Pray- 
7g therefore wich the Spirit im this place, is 
10 far from meaning, or being an Argument 
for the Lſe of extemporary unpremeditated 
Prayers, that itis rather an Argument againft 
them: For either we are obliged by it to 
ling to God in extemporary Hymns, or we 
3re not obliged to pray to Him in extempo- 
rary Prayers ; ſince it is unreaſonable to in- 
terpret ſinging with the Spirit, 1n one ſence, 
and praying with the Spirit in a contrary. 

2. And to confirm this further, we find 
the moſt ſpiritual Perſons addrefling them- 
{elves to God in Forms; ſo did Moſes, ſo did 
David, as | obſerved before ; and ſo did our 
Saviour himſelf on the Croſs, when in h's 
Agony he repeated the firft Verſe of P/ad. xxii. 
in Sriack, and as ſome believe, the 2vbole 
Pſalm ; by which A&, He recommendeth 
to us Forms of Prayer in his dying Breath, 
as the moſt proper means of expreſſing our 

condition 
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conditivir” to God; arid as moft fiitable to 
the Divine Majefty ;\'and therefore Praj- 
tug —— in the Spwir, Eptief. vi. 18. Praying i 
the Holy Ghoff, Jude 20. and with the' Sprrit, 
x Cov. XIV, 15. fight praying ith Grace in 
ow Hearts, by the affiftance and Motion of 
the Holy Spirir: And a Man may as well 
pray with Grace in his Heart, when he prays 
by a Form, as ſing with' Grace in his Heart, 
when he fs by a Firm. 

3- We have a Promiſe that God's Spirit 
wilt aft us with this Grace in our Hears, 
but we have-no-Promiſe that He wilt help us 
to Words without the uſe of Forms ; as will 
appear' from Roms: viii. 26. The Spirit alſo 
belpeth our Infirmities, for we know not what 


we' ſhould pray for as we ought, but the Spirit it 


felf makerty Inteveeſſion for us with | s 


that camnat be uttered ; thoſe inward ons 
in the Heart, called here Groanimygs, are that 
Grace' in! the Heare with which we ought 
to. pray; and to which. the: Spirit of God 
doth, and indeed only can help: us, and: to 


pray With this Grace; is to pray in and with 


the Spirir, whether we uſe Words or no ; and 
if we do aſe them, whether we reduce them 
ito aForm firſt, or pour them forth as they 
pm themſelves to our Minds ;' but we 

ve no- Promiſe that the Holy Ghoſ# will al- 
ways furniſh as-with fit words on all occaſi- 
ons, and-therefore ought not to'prefume that 
He will. , 2 '  _—_ 
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4. *Tis certain that, he did furniſh; fome 
with ſuch Words,. for we. find both Prayers 
and Hymn: dictated immediately by him, of 
which we have Examples in the Hymns of 
the Bleſſed Virgin and Zacharias, andin the 
Song or Prayer of Simeon, and in As 1v.. 24. 
But then it is manifeſt that this was an extra- 
ordinary Gitt of God, and a part of Prophecy, 
and we may not depend on the Holy Ghoſt for 
this Gift, more than for any other Extraor- 
dinary Gift, till it be, made appear that it was 
to continue always in the Church, and to be 
communicated to All the Children: of God. 
Praying, and {imging the Praiſes of God, are 
Duties incumbent on. all Chriſtians ; but we 
are no-anore obliged to pray Extemporary 
Prayers, from any Example of inſpired Men 
in Scripture, than to ſing Extemporary Hymns 
from the like Examples ; to which yet none, 

I think, pretend. | 
5. 'Tiz very obſervable that even thoſe who 
compoſed their Prayers and Hymns by imme- 
diate inſpiration, did not grocrally offer them 
to God in the Congregation till they had firſt 
reduced them into a Form. Thus David firſt 
penned his Pſalms, and then delivered them 
to be ſung, 1 Chron. xvi. 7. and tis probable 
the Prophets, x Cor. Xiv. 26. did the fame, 
for they. are ſuppoſed, every one to. bave a 
Pſalm, a DoArine, a Tongue, a Revelation, &C. 
that is, to have them ready, and reduced into 
; ' Form 
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Form for the uſe of the Church when they 
came together. That this is the meaning of 
having a Pſalm, &c. in this place, will appear 
very probable, not only from the word; 
which naturally import this, and can hardly 
be otherwiſe interpreted, bur likewiſe from 
the 4poſtles making a difference between 
what theſe Prophets had' prepared, and what 
was revealed immediately at the time of their 
being together, wer. 30. If any thing be re- 
wealed to another that ſitteth by, let the firft hold 
his peace. Which ſhews that theſe Pſalms, &c. 
were to give place to ſuch as were immedi- 
ately infoired So far were theſe inſpired 
Men from countenancing an extemporary, 
unpremeditated way of ſerving God, except 
where there was an immediate Revelation for 
it, and fo utterly void of Scripture proof is 
this great principle of the Diſenrers Worſhip, 
that the Spirit of Prayer is given to every one 0 
the Faithful to enable them to conceive with the 
Heart, and expreſs with their Tongues their ne- 
ceſſities to God without a Form of Prayer. 

8. Irlies therefore, my Friends, on your 
Teachers who are of this perſuaſion, to.pro- 
duce plain Scriptare for your principles, or 
elſe to confeſs that you have laid afide Prayers 
by Forms commanded by Ged,and practiſed by 
Holy Men in Scriptures, to make room for 
this way of Praying of Men's own.invention. 
But further, that place, Eccl.v. 1, 2, ſeems to 
ba S 3 me 
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me to afford a ſtroyg Argument againſt ſuch 
Prayers, When thou goeſt to the Hou of God, 
——Be not raſb with thy Mouth, and tet not thy 
Heart be haſty to utter any thing before Gad : for 
God is in Heaven, and thou upon Earth ; There« 
fore let thy words be few. It is hard to fay 
what it 15 to be raſh ith our Mouths, or haſty 
to utter any thing before God, 1f it be not raſh- 
neſs to truſt the expreſling all our deſires tq 
ſuch uncertajn and unpremeditated words, a3 
our invention 2: tx” unto us, when we 
come before him, which (as I have ſhewed) 
the Scriptures give us no promiſe of being 
ſupplied to us by the Spirit on ordinary oc- 
caſjons. I appeal to you whether it would 
not be looked on as raſhnefs for an qrdinary 
Perſon to ſpeak to a Prince, or falemn At- 
{mbly, concerning a Matter of great Mo- 
ment, in Words unpremeditated and untor- 
med, and we ſhall hardly find any fo raſh as 
to venture on it. King Solemon here ſeems 
to have recommended the ſame Modeſty to 
Men in their Addreſſes to Ged. 

9, But in as much as God has not expreſly 
forbidden all exremporary Prayers, T would 
not be underſtood by this to condemnallfucb 
as unlawfyl. There may be ſome; Me 
(tho* not very many) able to expreſs the 
ſolves ſignificantly and decently, exrerpere ; 
and there are ſame occaſions that require-ic 
even in Publick ; and ep theſe gccaſions, 


when 
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when a Mar: has not time allowed him to 
reduce his Defires into Forms before he offers 
them, he may deperid on the afliftance of 
God's _ as we may in all other caſes 6f 
Neceflity , | or at leaſt hope for Pardon of 
courſe to our Infirmitiezi Bat to depend ort 
that Spirit, and negle& the Means God kas 
givert us to provide our ſelves, looks fo like 
eempting him, that we onght carefully to 
avoidit : And I find prudent modeſt Men 
are aware of this, and tho? they be very fa- 
mou3 for extemporary Prayers, yer they 
pray really as much by a Form as if they had 
the Common Prayer before them. The Se- 
cret is only this, they compoſe Forms of Pray- 
er of ſeveral forts, digeſt them well in their 
Minds, and commit them to Memorv ; fo 
that they can, on occaſion, tranfpoſe the 
Parts of them, change, add, or leave our, 
as they fee Reafon; and thus they are; in 
effe, provided with a Form, tho' the Peo- 
ple cannot perceive it, and admire them for 

their readineſs and fluency. Ir is eafie for 
any Man of moderate Parts to manage the 
Matter thns, but the more ignorant and or- 
dinary Preachers that know not. or are n6t 
Capable of the Method of it, fall! mto very 

indecent and vain Reperitions, and are of 

ten at a loſs when they ſtrive to pratiſ&ehis 
way of Addrefling to God. 
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Another Account may be given of theſe 
ſeeming: Extemporary Prayers not much 
different from the former, namely, That 
ood Men who make a Conſcience of ſecret 
; ca to God, and have grown up in a con- 
ſtant Diſcharge of this Dury, do by degrees 
fall into a Form: even with themſelves; for 
how much ſoever thcir Prayers were Extem- 
pore at firſt, yet having ccntinual Occaſion of 
praying to God for the fame things. they find 
in time that there is but one beſt way of ex- 
refling the ſame thing ; which neceſſarily 
eads to a Firm. However, the various 
Ways they made uſe pf before they ſettled 
on one, ſerve .them as ſo many Forms when 
they come in publick : And by changing of 
theſe, they ſeem to pray extempore, 

10. Laſtly, let me obſerve that the uſe 
of Extcm orary conceived Prayers, even in caſes 
of neceſlity, is founded on a general Rule 
of Scripture only, which commands us to 
ask of God what we lack : Of which Rule 
our own prudence makes the Application in 
ſuch extemporary occaſions, but when we 
ſet up this Humane Application of this ge- 
neral Rule in oppoſition to that particular 
manner of asking, commanded by God, and 
practiſed by Holy Men, which is by ſer, and 
premeditated Forms in the ordinary Worſhip 
of God, and turn Ged's way out of his Wor- 
ſhip to make room for one of our own : This 

pizo 82 | is 
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is to diſplace a particular Command of God 
on pretence of guiding our ſelves by a gene- 
ral one: In which we are not-only tnofe ay 
ble to miſtakes, but we fail of paying.duere- 
ſpe to God's DireQtions. For general Com- 
mands ought only to take m in ſuch Caſes 
where God has not laid down a particular 
Rule, | 

And thus I have examined the Firſt Prin- 
ciple of Diſenters ; That the Spirit of Prayer 
is given to all the Children of God, whereby 
they are enabled to Conceive with :be Heart, aud 
Expreſs with the Mouth convenient Deſires ta 
God. 

IV. I come now to ſpeak to the Second ; 
That all Forms of Prayer are Unlawful to Chri- 
ftians ; and that it 1s a Sin to join in a Wer+ 
ſhip where they are uſed, or ſo much as to be pre- 
ſent at it. Tf there be any of you for whom 
I intend theſe Papers, of this Opinion, as 
I fear ſome of you are, and all of you do 
in your Practice. comply with. thoke. that 
maintain it, and therefore cannot acquit 
your ſelves from countenancing it; Ll deſire 
you to obſerve, That if there were no Harm 
in the Opinion, or if it were a meer Spe- 
culation, we ſhould not be much concerned 
at their Miſtake. But by -what 1 have 
jſhewed of the Scripture Authority of Forms, 
it is plain, That they who maintain thi; 
Principle, do not qnly teach for Dottrmes the 
| Commana- 
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Commandments of Men ; but, in effet, ſet 
themſelves up above Chrift, ' and connter- 
mand what he has requited. ''Fhey not on- 
ty add to the Goſpel a new Command, by 
teaching that to be Unlawful, which Chrift 
has no where Condemned ; but they teach 
that to be Unlawful, which he has pofitive- 
ly Commanded. Whoever therefore do 
Teach Forms of Prayer to be Unlawful, or 
Countenance thoſe that do Teach this Do- 
&rine of Men, cannot acquit themſelves 
from the Imputation of Refitting the Holy 
Ghoſt, by whoſe Inipiration the Word of 
God is penn'd. 

I can foreſee only One thing that can be 
alledged in favour of thoſe who maintain this 
Opinion : And 'tis, That to Pray with, or 
without a Form (excepting the Lord Prayer) 
is in it ſelf indifferent; and that therefore the 
aſſerting the Uſe of Forms, is not a Matter 
of ſuch weight, as to juſtifie our Contending 
with our Brethren about it; and that it ſeems 
Uncharitable in us to infiſt on a thing which 
they are fully perſwaded is UnlawHal, and 
we our felves count Indifferent. 

1. Put in Anſwer to this, it is to be ob- 
ſerved, Frf, That an Opinion which ne- 
 ceflarily divides him who beheves it from the 
Communion of all the Eftabliſhed Churches 
in the World, cannot be of ſo littke moment 
as the Objetion would make it. And _— is 
this 
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this Opinion of the Unlawfulnefs of Fin 
of Prayer ; (mce' there nexther is, nor has 
been any Eſtabliſhed Church 
theſe 1500 Years, but has See Dureland 
maintained their Lawfulneſs, Erax's Book of 
and uſed them in the Service 
of God; and therefore who- 
ever believes them to be Unlawful, in what- 
ever Age he had lived, he muft have fepa- 
rated from all the Eſtabliſhed Churches of 
the World at that time: And ſurely an Opi- 
nion that neceſſarily produces fuch a Divi- 
fion, muſt be of mighty Conſequence , 
whether true or falſe, and ought to be care- 
fully examined ; and if falſe, co be zealouſly 
oppoſed. Burt 

2, I ſuppoſe it will be granted, That Eat- 
ing Swine's Fleſh, or Drinking Wine, are as 
indifferent as uſing a Form of Prayer, and of 
leſs: Concern to the Souls of Men; and that 
therefore to Teach theſe to be Unlawful, 
would be as innocent a Miſtake, as to Teach 
the Unlawfulnefs of Forms. For if we com- 
pare theſe two Dodrines together, and the 
Miſchiefs that each of them have, or may 
hereafter produce ; it is hardly conceivable, 
that the O_— ing the Uſe of ſome parti- 
cular Meats, ſhould have fo many ill Effe&s 
as the Forbidding Forms of Prayer has had al- 
ready. Yet it is obſervable how St. Pas! 
judges of. that Do@rine, 1 Tim. 4. 1. I the 
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Jatter times ({aith he) ſome ſball depart from the 
faith, giving heed to ſeducing ſpirits, and Do- 
Frines of devils Forbidding to marry;” and 
to abſtain from meats, which God hath created 


30 be received with thank/giving. You ſee here 


St. Paul counts it a Departure from the Faith, 
and a Dodtrine of Devils, to forbid, as Un- 
lawful in it ſelf, any fort of Meat which God 
has created for- the Uſe of Man: And if it-be 
ſo Criminal, to Teach any ſort of Meat to 
be Unclean, when God has not Forbidden 
it 3 then ſure, to Teach a Firm of Prayer to 
be Unlawful, when God has C ommanded 
it, muſt be a very ill Do&rine. And this 
Conſideration alone ought: to make | thoſe 
who maintain it, or any ſuch Dodtrine 
whereby they are obliged to condemn their 
Brethren as/practiſing unlawful Things, to 
examine it carefully and impartially by the 
Word of God, leſt they be impoſed on by 
ſeducing Spirits. F 
The great Deſign of the Devil, is, to bring 
us into an entire Subjection to his Will. But 
when he deſpairs of this, his next Attempt 
15, to ſhare with God in our Obedience ; 
and impoſe new Commands of his Ow2 upon 
us, as if they were God's, and ſo to procure 
himſelf to be obey'd. This he doth moſt ſuc- 
ceſsfully, by giving them an Appearance of 
Religion, and of more then ordinary ſtrittneſs. 
Thus in St. Pay/s time, under colour of Mor- 
tification 
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 tification, he forbad Meats and: Marriage, as 
unlawful, which God. had allwed; [peaking- 
Lyes imHypocriſie,” and under ſhew of Religion. 
And thus, tis to be: feared, he: has prevailed 
on ſome, under colour of greater Spirituality, 
to abſtain from: Forms of Prayer; as Unlawful, 
which God has enjoyned, 

And here it' is-very remarkable, That 
where-ever the Devil gains this Point with; 
Meny and brings:them to believe:a thing to 
be: forbidden by "God; which he has not for- 
bidden, he ſoon: brings a ſuper-added Com- 
mand\ot his Own,” in Comper:ition' with ſome 
of .God's, and prevails. with them to preferr 
bis Commands to God's ; and fo plungeth 
them into dire. Diſobedience, which was his 
Deſign at firſt. 'Thus when he had pre- 
vailed with Men to abſtain from- Marriage, 
they ſoon fell 'not only to Commit Fornica- 
tion, but even, in ſome caſes, 'to Allow it, 
rather than Marriage, ( as the Papifts do.) 
And by perſwading Men to abſtain from 
Forms of Prayer, as Unlawful, he haz deprived 
them, in many places, of all Opportunity of 
Publick Worſhp; and made them chuſe ra- 
ther not to ſerve God at all in Publick, than 
with a Form; which is the Caſe of many 
Thouſands now in this Kingdom, who wor-- 
ſhip God publickly no where. Bur, | 

3: This Doctrine, of the Unlawfulneſs of 
Praying by Forms, is no ſuch indifferent ay 

that 
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that we may ſafely indulge Men in their own 
ſenſe about it; ſince it —_— to puff them 
up, and make them take falle meaſures in 
judging of their own Condition, and of the 
influence of God's Spirit upon them. 

We know that Men have the: Spi- 
rit of God, and are guided and:influenced by 
it in the whole tenor of theirEives 3 we make 
na doubt but they are affifted by Him in-theiw 
Prayers, but no lefs in forgiving an Injury, 
or refifting aTemptation;and his influence an 
a good Max's Mind is rather greater and-more 
ſenſible in; theſe and other Ads of Re/igion, 
than in Prayer. Love, Foy, Peace, Long- 
ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meck, 
Temperance, ave the Fruits of the Spirit, Gal. v. 
22. And it is principally by theſe we ought 
to conclude that we have:that Spirit. Bur the 
Opinion of the Unlawfulneſs of Forms of Pray- 
er, on a perfwaſion that the Spirit of God enables 
every Child of God to concerve with the Heayt, 
and expreſs with the Mouth fuitable deſires, enti- 
tles every one to God's Spirit in ſome meaſure, 
that is able to expreſs himſelf in apt and fluent 
Words, tho' without the: other Graces of the 
SPirit, and expoſes every one to. defpair; that 
1snot able to do this, as looking on-himlſelf to 
be. deftitute of the Spirit, tho' otherwiſe 
meek, humble, and charitable, and endowed 
with fuch-Graces as are much more certain 
ſigns of his preſence. Nay, fo far are-many 
deluded 
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deluded by this Opinion, that they judge them- 
ſaves or others, Children of God, and in his 
Favour, according as they are more or leſs 
endowed with this Gift, without reſpe& to 
other Qualifications. -And I dare appeal to 
Jar ſelves, Whether ſome very Immoral Perſons 
guilty of groſs and ſcandalons Crimes, have not 
been eminent for this Gift of Prayer? And 
whether ſuch Perſons are not apt to flatt 
themſelves that they are the Children of God, 
and endowed with his Spiric,notwithſtandi 
alt their Wickedneſs ? And. it is impoflible e3- 
ther to convince theſe Perſons of their mif{- 
take, or to comfort poor ignorant People, de- 
jected only for want of this Gift, whilſt they 
are d with this Opinion of the Unlaw- 
fulnefs of Forms. 

Which in the: 4th. place ought not to be. 
countenanced or- indulged as an indifferent 
thing, becauſe it has been a great hindrance 
to ſecret Devotion : Every Chriftian ought at 
leaſt twice a Day to addreſs himſelf to God in 
ſecret Prayer ; but a great part of the World 
cannot do it without a Form ; Children and 
ignorant Perſons are at a loſs for Words, and 
even other People, are often not able to find 
them readily, eſpecially when wearied, dull, 
or indifpoſed, as is ſometimes the condition of 
the beſt Chriſtians; this makes ſecret Prayer, 
_ atleaſt a conſtant regular courſe of it, uneaſis 
to moſt that are abſolutely againſt all yy 
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ofForms,andit occaſions roo many to'negle& 
it, which otherwiſe would not : And as for 
Children and ignorant People amongſt thoſe of 
this Perſwaſion, I am well aſſured many of 
them never | bow their Knees in ſecret to 
Ged ; and ſeveralof thoſe that are grown up, 
are torced to ſpeak aloud, -or cannot pray 
at all, which is againſt 'the nature of ſecret 
Prayer ; and expoſes not only the Perſons 
thac uſe it ro the cenſure. of; Hypecriſie, but 
the Duty ro Comtempt. "Tis on this account 
that che Pious Cuſtom of Training up Young 
People to a conſtant courſe of Devotion, 1n their 
Morning and Evening ſecret Prayers, is too 
univerſally laid ;afide among you, as I have 
found by experience, and for the truth of the 
Obſervation Idare appeal to all of the D;ſer- 
ters. On the contrary I am well aſſured that 
there cannot be a more effeRual or eaſie me- 
thod to reyive and continue thi; regular 
and conſtant uſe of ſecret Prayers, than to 
oblige every one to ſome certain Forms every 
Moning and Evening, which they may nor 
omit, whatever other Prayers they uſe : But 
this can never te done whilſt theOpinion of 
the unlawfulneſs of Forms prevails; and there- 
fore all good People are obliged to oppoſe it, 
as they would retrieve the conſtant uſe of 
fecrer Prayers; which ſhews that this is no 
indifferent matter, as the objetion would 
ſuggeſt, but of great weight, and fit to be 
contended for. I will 
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1 will for thenrioti ſorhe 07he# Reaſons that 
are of great moment, becaufe they would 
bit extiperare, and tend to make the Duty 
of Prayer, when performed ex tempore, ridt- 
culous, which ill Men might extend (as it 
too ofren happens) to expole Devotion in ge» 
neral; ſuch are the indecent Expreflions 
which ſometimes fall from Perſons that pray 
thus : 1 will oily obſerve to you, that Ex- 
temporary Prayers of ſome Preachers have :00 
often given occaſion ofOffence to ferious Per- 
ſons even among your ſelves. 'Tis certain,that 
ro print ſome of them, as they have been 
ſpoken, as thoſe that we make uſe of are 
printed, would not be for the Honour of the 
Holy Spirit, to whom they are aſcribed, nor 
much recommend them to ſerious Men. 
But I eſteem it an ill thing for Men to ridi- 
cule one anothers Deworion whatever it 15. 

V. There remains yet the Third Ovinion of 
Diſſenters which they atlvance againſt us in 
chis matter of Prayer, to be Examined, That 
the Miniſter is the Meuth of the Congregation, 
and that the People have nothing to do but to join 
with him intheir Hearts; An Opinuon far from 
any Authority of Scripture, which expreſly 
requires us, Rom. 15.6, with one Mind, and 
one Mouth, to glorifie God: We produce this, 
and many other Places and Examples in 
 Scriptute', for the People's Joyning ir 

Voices; "aha bearing SI it their Praiſes 
and 
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and Prayers ; and we are aſſured there is no 
Scripture forbids it ; and therefore when you 
Condemn it, or teach ft to be Unlawful, we 
muſt charge it upon Tu, as an inſtance of 
Your Teaching for Do&rines the Commandments 
of Men. hich 1s all T think needful to be 
{aid tothis Head, after what I have ſhewed 
before in defence of our contrary practice 
from Scripture ; and, I think, ſufficient to 
induce you ſeriouſly to conſider it. 

And thus, I prefume, Thave faithfully ex- 
amined the Rules and Examples the Scrip- 
tures afford us for the performance of that 
part of our publick Worſhip that conſiſts in 
Prayers, and compared the Service of our 
Church, and the Diſſenters way of Praying, 
with them, and made it appear that our per- 
formance of this Duty, both as to the Matter 
and Manner, is agreeable to the Command- 
ments of God, and to the Examples of Ho- 
ly Men recorded in Scripture : And that 
the Service the Diſſenters have ſubſtituted in 
the room thereof, has in many particulars 
laid afide God's Commands, and deſerted 
the Examples of Scripture, and is in the 
main part, thereof an immediate Invention of 
Men. ? 
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ſhip which tThave now mentioned, and ſhew- 
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ed ro be ifagrecable to Scripture, to conſt- 
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der ſeriouſly, whether you are not thereby li- 
terally guilty of that Sin with which our Sa- 
viour taxeth the Jews, Mark 7. 7. of Teaching 
for Do&rines the Commandments of Men; And 
alſo of that Superſtition condemned by 
St. Paul, Col. 2. 21, which faith, Touch nor, 
taſte not, handle not, (that is, which teaches 
to forbear thoſe things which God has made 
Lawful) after the Dudtrmes and Commandments 
of Men : And I beſeech God to enlighten 
your Mind; to make a true Judgment in it, 
that you may deliver your Souls. 


—_— 


CHAP. III 
Of Hearing, 


SECT. I. 
What the Holy Scriptures preſcribe con- 


cerning i, 


I OE E great Deſign of Our Chriſtian 
Aſſemblies is Hearing, and that which 

15 to be heard is the Word of God. I ſhall pro- 
ceed in examining this, in the ſame manner 
as I have done in the former Chapters ; And 
conſider, Firſt, What Directions the Scrip- 
tures afford us for the _ per a 

| 2 
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of this Duty. Secondly, Shall compare our 
own practice wich them. And, Thirdly, 
That of the Diſſenters. , 

Firſt then, God has poſitively Commanded 
us to read His Ford in our publick Aſſemblies. 
So Dent. 31. 10. In the Feaſt of Tabernacles, 
when all Iſrael is come to appear before the Lord 
thy God, in the place where the Lord ſhall chooſe, 
Thou ſhalt read this Law before all Iſrael in their 
Hearing. Gather the people together, Men, Wo- 
men and Children, and thy Stranger that is within 
thy gates, that they may hear, and that they may 


learn, and fear the Lord your God, and obſerve to 
do all the Words of this Law. And 'tis obſer- 


ved, fo. 8. 35. that there was not a word of 


all that Moſes Commanded, which Foſhua read 
not before all the Congregation. 

Neither was this confined to their Solemn 
Aſſemblies at Feruſalem ; It was likewiſe a 
conſtant part of their Sabbath Service in their 
Synagogues. As we may learn from 4&s 
13. 14. Where it is obſerved, that Paul and 
Barnabas went into the Synagogue en the Sabbath 


day, and ſate down; and after the reading of 


the Law and the Prophets, the Rulers of the Sy- 
. nagogue ſent unto them, &C. and St. Paul takes 
notice, verſe. 27. that the Prophets were read 


' every Sabbath-day , meaning undoubtedly in 
their Aſſemblies. And St. Fames (A&s 15. 


21.) of Moſes his being read in the Synagegues 


every Sabbath diy. 
IT. This 
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HW. This reading the Law was the great, 
and mgſt effeual means God provided for 
preſerving the knowledge of himſelf amongſt 
his People 5; and where it was omitted, the 
People immediately ſunk into Jdolatry ; and 
the beſt Reformation began, and was carried 
on by Reſtoring this Ordinance. Thus 'tis 
obſerved of Foſiah, 2 Chron, 34. 29. that he 
gathered together all the Elders of Fudah and 
Zeruſalem And all the Inhabitants of Teru- 
falem, and the Prieſts and the Levites, and all 
the people great and ſmall, and he read in their 
ears all the words of the book of the Covenant 
that was found in the Houſe of the Lord. The 
like is obſerved of Ezra, Neh. 8. 3- And he 
read therein before the ſtreet that was before the 
Water-gate, from Morning until Mid- day, before 
the Men and the Women, and all that could under- 
ſtand. *Tis remarkable that after the Capti- 
vity, the Jews never fell into 1dolatry: and 
the chief reaſon givenby themſelves was the 
ſtri&t Obſervation of this Ordinance of God, 
the Law being conſtantly read to them after- 
wards publicklyin their Synagogues ; ſo pow- 
erfully doth God bleſs his own Ordinances to 
prerune thoſe that uſe them from Error and 
in. 

HI. From the practice of the Synagogue in 
reading the Law and the Prophers,the like Of- 
der was brought into the Chriftian Church ; 
and Reading was made a part of the Office 
| a + 
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of the Cbrift ian Elders, as it Was before of the 
7erijſh, And hence it is that T3xorby is Come 
manded by St. Paul, Tim. 4: 13. To give at- 
teraance to Reading as well as ro Exhortation and 
Dotrme. And the inſpired Writings of the 
Apoſtles were read in the Chriſtian Aﬀem- 
blies, as well as the L2w and Prophets among 
the Jews; according to St.Panl's Command, 
Col. 2. 16. When this Epiſtle is read among} you, 
cauſe that it alſo be read in the Church of the 
Laodiceans, end that ye likewiſe read the Epiſtle 
from Laodicea, Andit was but reaſon, ſince 
the Goſpel contained the Chriſtian Law, 
that it ſhould be read in the Chriſtian Aſſem- 
blies, as well as the Law of Moſes was in the 
Synagogues. Andthat it was fo read in the 
firſt Chriſtian Aiſemblies, I might thew by 
many Inſtances out of the Ancient Fathers, 
if there were occaſion. | 


IV. This publick Reading the Law was of 


ſo great Reputation, that it is termed Preach- 
ing itz as we may ſee from A#s 15. 21. For 
Moſes of old time hath in every City them that 
preach him, being read in the Synagogues every 
Sabbath day. The word Preeching has a pecu- 
lar ſence in the New Teft ament, and ſignifies 
properly to Declare or Proclaim the Word of 
God, as a Herauld or Cryer proclaims the 
Laws or Orders of a King. Hence only 
thoſe that Proclaim'd the Goſpel to ſuch as 
had not heard it before,or read the Old Te (a> 
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»ent to the People, are ſaid to Preach. Prea- 
ching is diſtinguiſhed from Teaching and Ex- 
hortation ; and 'tis obſervable, that in the 
whole New Teſtament, tho? reading the Scrip- 
tures 15 called Preaching , yet interpreting 
them, applying them, or exhorting the Peo- 
ple from them in a Chriſtian Auditory , is 
never called by that name. 

If it be objected that St. Pau! is ſaid ta 
preach to the Diſciples, 4#s 20. 7. when he 
only in probability made a Sermon, or Ex- 
hortation to Believers, as is uſual now ; I an- 
{wer,that theOriginal of thisWord'd1aaizen ) 
15 nevertranſlated preach in any other place of 
the New Teſtament, and ſhould not have 
been here, but 4diſcoursd, diſputed, [pake, or 
reaſowd ; 1o it is tranſlated in 4&s 17. 2, 17. 
18, 19. 19.8, 9. Heb. 12. 5, &c. forthe Ori- 
ginat Words which properly fignifie preach- 
ing, are %gvay and weſynaite. From all which 
it is manifeſt that there are only two ways 
by which the Word of God is properly preach- 
ed ; the firſt is, when it-is declared to thoſe 
that never heard of it before ; and the ſe- 
cond is when the very words of the Scrip- 
ture are read publickly to the People as a 
Cryer doth a Proclamation , which he doth 
not word himſelf, but reads it in the words 
in which it is delivered to him. 

In ſhort, The Scriptures are Sermons out of 
the Mouth of God, being dictated by his 
| F 4 Holy 
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Holy Spirit ; for the Reading of which to 
the Peop/e for their Conyidttion and Inſtrution, 
there is a peculiar Command of God ; and 
where this Ordinance is duely obſerved, they 
they are ſure of the Word of Life ; and *tis 
impoſſible they ſhould be ignorant of their 
Duty, fer the Scriptures are (ufficient to make 
them wiſe to Salvatum; and the hearing them 
witn Humility and Attention, is a Means 
ſufficient to beget Faith in the Hearts of 
thoſe that hear them ; for they are profitable 
for Dofrine, for Reproof, for Cerre#on , for 
Inſtruftion in Rightecuſnels, that the Man of 
God may be perfett, throug hly furniſhed to all good 
Works, as weſee 1 Ti. 11. 16, 17. 

V. We find in Holy Scripture, that the Pub- 
lick Reading of the Word of God was with 
great Solemnity. *Tis obſerved Nehem. viii. 
5» When Ezra opened the Book, all (be people 
ood up, and Ezra bleſſed the Lord, the great 
God ; and all the people anſwered, Amen, Amen, 
with lifting up their hands, and they bowed their 
beads, and worſhipped the Lord with their faces 
zo the ground ; and l find it generally agreed, 
that both the Readers and Hoare ſtood up 
whilſt the Law was read, tho* not when 
other things were read or taught ; hence it 

 & obſerved, Lake iv. 16. that our Saviour 

food up for to read; and Verſ. xx. after clo- 
ſing the Book, that he /at dawn to teach : 
Hence, Rev. v. God is repreſented in allu- 
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ſon. to the High-Prieſt, with a Book in hig 
Righ t Hand, egrarung the Revelations of 

ill; and: the as his Miniſter, 
wb ieout of his Hand to declare the Con- 
tents of it ;, and Ver. viii. When, be had tas 

ken the Book, the four Beaſts and faur and tweryy 
Flr ers fell down before the Lamb. —————» Av 

Hi Jung a new ſoug : The Angels join with 
them, Verſ. 11. and the whole Creation, 
Verſ. 13 Xa whence we. ſee the Seripr 
tures 2h us to receive the Revelations of 
God's Will out of the Book of Life, with 
Adoration and Praiſes : And thereiore we 
find that at the reading the Law, Confeſ- 
| ſions, and Prajfes of God, were intermix- 
ed,; and ſucceeded one another, Neb. ix, 3. 
And they ſtood up in their place, and read m 
the Book of the Lord their God, one fourth part 
of the Day, and another fourth part they Colfel 
{ed and Worſhipped the Lord their God. 

VI. Weh = the Word of- God is to 
be read in ſuch a ge as the People un- 
derſtand. Afrer the Capcvie, the Tone 
being Born and Educated in a ſtrange 
Ne Language. was ch od, and thay did 
not underſtand; at Univerlally, the 
pure Hebrew in which tha Law was firſt 
written ; therefore when Bare. read in the 
Law, a certain; numbes of the Prieſts and 
Temites interpreted the Words: of the Law, 
as Fare read then to the People : ; ye 
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8. And they cauſed the = to underſtand the 
Law, and the people ſtood in their place ; ſa they 
reed in the Book, m the Faw of God diſtin, 
a#d gave the' ſence, and cauſed them to under- 
fant the reading : Andthis Cuſtom continu- 
eth among the Jews to this Day : firſt the 
Hebrew Text is read, and then a Tranſlation 
or Paraphraſe, in a Language underſtood by 
the Hearers. Andindeed there may be good 
reaſon for reading the Originals in Publick 
Afemblies, ſuch a Cuſtom being an effe- 
Qual means to preſerve the. knowledge of 
them ; but they cannot be uſeful to the Peo- 
ple without a Tranſlation. Therefore St. Paul 
doth not abſolutely forbid ſpeaking in- Un- 
known Tongues in the Church, but orders, 
1 Cor, Xiv. 27. Let one interpret ; but if there 
be no Interpreter, let him keep ſilence in the 
Chyrch. | 
VII. We find that after reading the Word 
of God, there was ſometimes an Enlarge- 
ment or Comment on ſome part of it, and 
an Exhortation to the People : Thus when 
our Saviour had read a portion of Scripture, 
He applied it to the People in a Diſcourſe 
to that purpoſe. But it doth'not appear that 
this was conſtantly done, onthe contrary it is 
'rather probable that it was not. For had there 
been a conſtant Proviſion for fuch Enlarge- 
ment,and Expoſition ofthe Law,and Exhor- 
tation from it, there had beetino occaſion "= 
l ence 
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the Rulers of the Synagogue, A#s 13. x5. to 
ſend ro St. Paul and Barnabas, after the.read- 
ing of the Law and Prophets, that Meſlage 
we find there, 7 Men and Brethren, if ye 
have any Word of Exhortation for the People, 
ſay on. St. Paul ſuppoſes him who Teacher, 
and him whoſe Office it was to Exhort, di- 
ſtint from him that Ruled, and him that 
Miniſtred, Rom. xii. And it doth not appear 
that every Church was furniſhed with all 
theſe Offers. ' The ſame St. Paul joined Ex- 
hortation 3nd Dotrine with Reading, in his 
Charge to Timothy, 1 Tim. 1v. 13. which 
ſhews that they went together, but whether 
indifpenſibly or no, doth not appear ; tho” 
it is manifeſt in the practice of moſt Chur- 
ches in the Apes after the Apoftles they 
were all generally exercis'd in the Publick 
Worſhip. | 

VIII Laſtly,We find that they hadaSummary 
of the Principal Dodtrines of the Goſpel, 
which they delivered to the People, and by 
which they ordered their own Diſcourſes, 
and judged of what was delivered by others. 
Thus St. Paul to Timothy, 2 Tim.i 13. Hold 
fait th: Form of ſound Werds which thou vof 
heard of me; and Chap. u. Verf. 2. And the 
things that thou haft heard of me among many 
Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou 6 faithful Men, 
who ſhall be able to'teach others > Perhaps this 
may be that proportion of Faith according to 
FR which 
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which the Prophets are exhorted to C- 
fie, Rom. Xi. 6 I think it is not = ted 
but this Forms of ſound. Words contained the 
main Fundamentals of Chriſtianity. ; and 
St. Paul tellsus what thoſe were, Heb. vi. 1, 2. 
Therefore leaving the Principles of the Dofrine 
of Chriſt, let us go on unto perfetion ;, not lay- 
ing again the foundation of Repentance from dead 
Werks, and Faith towards God, of the Dottrine 
of Baptiſms, and of Laying cn of Hands, and 
of the ReſurreFion of the Dead, and of Eter- 
nal Fudgment. . In all probability therefore, 
the Form of found Words delivered by 
St. Paul to Timothy, and by him to others, 
contained theſe ſix Heads or Principles of 
Chriſtianity, which every Chriſtian was 
obliged to hear and learn. 


SECT. Il. 


The Pratiive of Our Church in Reading 
and Preaching the Word. 


Heſe are the Rules and Examples the 

Scriptures propoſe to us for our feeding 
the People with the Word of Life, and their 
- Hearing it in Publick. Let us in the ſecond 
place c the Prafice of Our Church with 
them, and ſurely no Copy can come nearer 


che Original, | 


I. For 
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x. For firſt, Our Miniſters are expreſly 
oblig'd in their Ordination, diligently to 
ror the Canonical Scriptures of the Old 
and New Teſtament unto the People Aſſem- 
bled in the Church where they lhall be ap» 
pointed to ſerve. 

2. Our Church has diſpoſed the Holy 
Scriptures in a certain Order, and has ap- 
pointed four or more Chapters to be read 
every day in the Publick Congregations, by 
which means all the moſt edifying parts of 
the Old Teſtament are Ordered to be read 
once a year, and the New Teſtament (except 
the Revelations) thrice in the ſame time z 
And ſome ſele& Chapters i Ka Revelations 
are appointed on extraordi OCcafions. 
Thais ans indeed ſome Chapters (about one 
tenth) of the Od Tefament, left out of this 
Order : But then it is to be obſerved, that 
thoſe which are left out, are either Gene- 
alogies, Names of Perſons and Places, Hi- 
ſtorical Repetictions, or ſome obſcure and 
myſtical Prophecies in Ezekiel, which are 
not ſo proper for an ordinary Aſſembly (for 
which reaſons, ſome part of the Revelations 
is alſo left out) yet theſe are not excluded, 
tho? not particularly Commanded. The ge- 
neral obligation on every Clergy-Man in his 
Ordination to read all rhe Canonical Scriptures 
of the Old and New Teſtament, {till allows 
him to read theſe, and alſo obliges him -N it 

when 
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when he ſhall perceive that it may be for the 
edification of the People, 

' 3- Beſides this Order for the whole Scrip- 
tures, on every Lor4”s-day, and other folemn 
occaſions, there are appointed certain fele& 
Portions out of the Epiſtles and Goſpels to 
be read, which are adapted to the occaſion 
and contain ſome great myſtery of our Faith, 
or other weighty matter neceſſary to our 
Edification. 

4. For the more ſolemnity of theſe read- 
ings 3 Our Church joins with each of them 
Prailes, Thankſgivings-or Confeflions, ac- 
cording to what we find practiſed in the Holy 
Scriptures. 

5- That the People may benefit, and be 
Fdified by hearing the Word of God, a plain 
Authentick and moſt excellent Tranflation 
is provided by publick Authority, in which 
the Scriptures are read to the People. This 
was the firſt Care of our Church in the Re- 
formation, and the generality of Diſſenters 
are forced to be beholden to it for the word 
of Life, and draw all the knowledge that 
they have from the Fountains which our 
Biſhops opened for them, by Tranſlating the 
word of God, and purting it into a Language 

they underſtand. 

6. ? FTisordered in our Church that the Mi- 
niſters ſhall explain ſome- part of the Holy 
Scriptures every Lord's-day, and exhort their 
Congregations in a Sermon. 2, 'To 
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7. To inculcate the Kru Myſteries of oar 
Faith the better, our Church has-appointed 
certain ſolemn times, wherein once in the 
year they are obliged to explain, and incul- 
cate every great Myſtery of our Faith, and 
moſt material paſſages of the Goſpel. Such 
are the Conception, Birth, Paſſion, Reſur- 
rection and Aſcenſion of Our Saviour. 
Laſtly, There is provided a Form of Sound 
Words in a ſhort and plain Catechiſm; in 
which are contained the firſt principles of the 
Oracles of God ; this is adapted, as it ought 
to be, to the capacity of Children, and is in- 
deed ſmcere Milk, without School Notions, 
or hard words. And all the fix Principles 
which the Apoſtle mentions, Heb. vi. 1, 2. 
are briefly explained in it, and yet largel 
enough to make thoſe that attend to it, wiſe 
to Salvation. 'The-Teaching and Explaining 
theſe Fundamentals, is a part of our Pub- 
lick Inſtru&ion, and injoined as a conſtant 
Duty on Miniſters and People in our folemn 
Worſhip. The Miniſter in each Pariſh being 
required diligently upon Sundays and. Holy- 
days-—— openly in the Church to inſtru and 
examine ſo many Children of his Pariſh ſent 
unto him, as he ſhall think convenient, in 
ſome part of the Catechiſm, and the People 
are obliged to come at the time appointed, 
and obediently to hear. Fl 


er grounding eople irthe Principles 
the Heads of the Catechilia being divided 
into fo many parts as there are Sw:days ih the 
year, {hall be explained to the People in e- 
very Pariſh Church. 

This is the care our Church has taken to 
Teach the People in their PublickAſſemblies, 
and the method is ſoeffeAual, that *tis ſcarce 
conceivable how any one who duly conforms 
to theſe Orders ſhould be ignorant of any 
thing that concerns his Soul. 

And by the Blefling of God, the effe& is 
ſuch that we may affirm without Vanity or 
Parrtiality, that our Clergy, and Laity, efpe- 
cially where we can prevail with them to 
conform to the Rules of our Church, are ge- 
nerally much more knowing, modeſt, gover- 
nable, devout and charitable, than perhaps 
may be found in any other Church, of which 
our late conteſts with the Pap:#s, and beha- 
viour under their Government , and fince 
the preſent Reyolution, are Evident proofs. 


of Chriſtian Raligion, 'tis- ordained, That 
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The Pradtice of the Di ſſenters in Hear- 
ing and Reading the Word, 


| Come now to conlider with you my 
Friends who diiſent from us, how this 
great Duty of Teaching the People the Law 
of God is perform'd in your Afſemblies, and 
to compare your pra&tice in this point with 
the Scripture Rules and Examples. Which I 
ſhall do with the ſame Candour and Integrity 
that I have hitherto endeavoured to obſerve. 
I. And here I muſt. needs ſay that your 
Teachers ſeemto have had very little Regard, 
either to Scripture-Rules or Examples in 
framing this part of your Worſhip, having 
laid aſide all thoſe methods of inſtruction that 
the Scriptures recommend to us, except it ba 
that of Expoſition and Exhortation ;: Which 
among you is called Preaching,in fo much that 
tho? a Man frequent your Meetings all his 


Life, yet he haz no ſecuity, or hardly poſ- 


ſibility of learning from your publick Teachs 
ings all the great Myſteries of his Religion, 
or the neceſſary principles of his Faith. 

r. For firſt, Your Preachers are intirely 
left to their choice what place of Scripture 
they will exp'ain, or what Subject they will 
handle : And hence ic happens that hardly 

G any 
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any one Man in his life ever goes through 


the neceifary Articles of Faith, or of Pra- 
&ice in his publick Sermons;7 and for the 


Truth. of this, I appeal to your ves, | 


2. You have no ſummary of Principles 
injoined to be either Read or Taught in 
your Pablick Aſſemblies. A Catechiſm you 
have, but neither your DireFory nor Practice 
make it any part of your Lord -day-Serwvice : 
And beſides, your Catechiſm is ſuch, that it 
no ways anlwers the Deſign of a Form of 
found Words, I have already ſhewed, that 
ſuch a Fo: ſhould contain only the firſt and 
neceffary Principles of the Oracles of God, in 
ſuch Words and Methods as may raake it ea- 
fily apprehended and. retained by the weak 
and unlearned, which make up the bulk of 
the Fcople. But your Catechiim js full of 
Hard Word, School Terms, and Abſtruſe Ne- 
tions, no wile neceſfary to be known by the 
generality of Chriftians, or po!hble to. be 
under ſtood by: Children, or unlearned Per- 
ſons, for whoſe Edification principally a Ca- 
techiſm ought to be 'cuntrived, | Belide; all 
this, it is fo long and intricate, even the 
Shorter, that nor one Child, in tea cver gets it 
by heart, nor one in Five hundred retains it, 
as I have found by experience, and deſire 
that you. would judge of this matter as you 
find npon Trial, Laffly, Afeer all, .it is 1- 
perfe& ; ſome of the Principles of the Hi, 
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ſoles Catechiſm, being quite left out of it, I 
mean /aying on of Hands, joined with Bap- 
tim, Heb. 6. 2. A great defect ſure in a Ca- 
techiſin to leave out a Fundamental of Chri- 
ſtianity. 

IT, But the moſt ſad and deplorable defe&t 
of your performance of this Duty, is your 
caſting out the reading of the Word of Go, 
from moſt of your Publick Affemblies, di- 
realy contrary to God's Inſtitution and Ordi- 
nance for the Inſtruction of his Church ; info- 
much that in many of your Meetings, ſet- 
ting aſide a Verſe or two for a Text, or Quc- 
tation at the diſcretion of the Teacher, the 
Voice of God is never publickly heard a- 
mongſt them This is matter.of Fad, and 
undeniable ; and in all the Meetings in the 
Nerth of Ireland in a whole Year, perhaps 
there is not ſo much Scripture read, as in one 
Day in our Church, by the ſtricteit Enquiry 
which I cou'd make. One would think this 
alone were ſufficient to ſhew the People 
where the Worſhip of God is to be fotind in its 
Purity, and to prove our Aſſemblies to be the 
True Church of God, againſt all that come in 
competition with us 5 whereof ſome hide 
the Word of God in a ſtrange Language, and 
others baniſh ic out of their Meetings. Tt 
being in our Congregations only, that the 
Voice of G4 is heard ſpeaking t his Perple, 
without cover or gloſs. Sure it 15 a {4d thing 
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that a Man may ge to moſt Meetings many 
Years, and never hear one intire Chapter 
read in them. Now this omiſſion is the more 
inexcuſable in you, and muſt render you ma- 
nifeſtly felf-condemned. 

1. Firſt, Becauſe you ſo vehemently preſs 
the neceſflity of Preaching, and quote the 
Flely Scriptures to prove it. In which, rea- 
dinz the Lew {as is ſhewed before) is tezmed 
Preaching, i. 15. 21. but interpreting the 
Scriptures, applying them, or exhorting the 
Congregation from them in a fixed Chriſtian 
Auditory (which you count Preaching) is ne- 
ver called ſo in the whole New Teſtament. 
Therefore by laying aſide the reading the 
Scriptures in ycur publick Aflemblies, you 
have intirely -caſt afide Preaching, in the 
proper Scripture ſence of it. Burt, 

2. This muſt render you ſeli-gondemned, 
becauſe you pretend to honour the Holy 
Scriptures above other Chriſtians: Your 
Mouths, Commendably and with juſt Rea- 
ſon, are continually full of the Praiſes of che 
Holy Bible; you own it, with the generali- 
ty of the Reformed Churches, for the only 
ſufficient Rule of Faith ; you appeal to it, 
and feem to found your ſelves on it: And yet 
your not allowing the Reading of it a con- 
ſtant place in your Religious Aſſemblies, 
makes it ſeem as if you had a very low Opi- 
nion of it in your Hearts, If you really »- 

ue 
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lue ic as you profeſs, why do you baniſh the 
Reading of it from your publick Worſhip, 
to make room for Diſcourſes, Leftures, and 
Sermons of your own Tcachers? Remember 
of whom ir is ſaid, (Mark 7. 6.) This People 
honcureth me with their Lips, but their Heart us 
far frem me. While you thus juſtle the Word 
of God out of your Solemn Meetings, to 
make room for your own Sermons, l beſeech 
you to conſider whether this be not a laying 
aſide the Commandments of God for Mens 
Inventions ; unleſs you will call your Ser- 
01s, (as ſome Quakers are faid to do} as 
much the Word of God as the Bible. 

III. I look on this as fo material a Point, 
and conceive the Heneur of the Holy Scriptares 
and the Salvation of Chriſtians to be ſo deeply 
concerned in it, that I think my ſelf obliged 
ro examine the Pretences I have found to 
juſtifie it : Tho' I conteſs they ſeem to me fo 
weak, that I am afraid I thall be almoſt ſu- 
{peed by inaitferent Perſons not to do Ju- 
ſtice in repreſenting them : For it is unac- 
countable that any body ijhould urge fo ſlight 
Realons for 1o owunſiderable an Omiſſ:in: And 
yet theſe are all I have ever met with, or 
heard from you. 

Tte firſt Reaſon I have heard urg'd, is, 
That the people are obliged to read the Scriptures 
£8 home, and being thus acy:amied with them, 

G 3 the 


Ne tn ee ro rona——_ — 


Of Hearing, Chap, III, 
the Reading of them is not necſſary in their pub- 
lick Meetings, But to this I Anſwer, 

1. That we ſee from what has been ſaid, 
Thar the Reading of the Holy Scriptures is by 
God”s Appointment a part of: his ſolemn publick 
Werſkip ; therefore to leave it out in our Aſſern- 
blies, on any pretence whatſoever, is to lay a- 
ſide his Command, and fo to corrupt and dil- 
member his Werſhip. 

2, The private performance of a Duty 
ought by no means to interfere with, or hin- 
der the publick. We mult pray to God, praiſe 
him, and inſtru& our Families in private ; 
and yet God forbid that our doing theſe pr;- 
wvately, ſhould baniſh the - uſe of them from 
our Publick Aſſemblies; or that any one ſhould 
think himſelf excuſed from Attending on 
the Publick Performance of them, on ac- 
count of his Private Diligence in. them : 
And the ſame Rule holds for Reading the 
Holy Scriptures. 

3. Godtells the Children of Trac}, Dent. 6. 
6. That theſe Werds which I command zbee 
this day, ſhall be in thine heart, and thou ſhalt 
teach them diligently to thy Children, and ſhalt 
talk of them when thou ſitteſt in thine houſe, 
and when thou walkeſt &y the way, and when 
thou lieſf down, and when thou riſeſt u 
aid then ſhalt write them on the poſt's of thy houſe. 
Hers is as much private diligence in Reading 
and Teaching the Law required of the 1/- 

FR! | | | raelites 
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raelites, as any Chriſtian can pretend to ex- 
erciſe; and yet all this care to preferve the 
knowledge of the Law by private ftady and 
exerciſe, did not make the Reading it in 
their Synagogues unneceflary,. or prevent 
God from requiring them co uſe it apart of 
his publick MHorſbip, Dewt. 31, mi. And 
therefore all your diligence in reading the 
Scripturez privately, or Tr Teachers exhor- 
ting and requiring you to do it, ought not to 
warrant Their or Yeur diſpenſing with the 
Command of God, that appoints, the reading 
his Word, as part of his publick. Service. 
But, 

4. When People are leit to themſelves in 
private, they may either do, or not .do a 
thing as they pleaſo : And we are afſured, 
That there ar many who come to Church, 
and hear the Word of Ged read there,. that 
neither can, nor ever wou'd be at the pains 
to ;cad it in private, It-is- therefore a great 
Temptation to the People to'be negligent, 
and a great. want of Care in a Church, to 
leave {o material a thing as the reading, of the. 
Ivord of Ged, to private diligence. We find 
by experience, that where no publick: effe- 
val Care is taken to inform the. generality: 
of Men, the Knowledge of Gods Woxd ſens 
fibly-decays, and. is in a fair way-te-be loft, 
The Pagiſts read the Scripturesin a kanguage, 
that the People do not underſtand, and we 
G 4 lee 
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ſee into what groſs ignorance they are fallen 
by this means. Thoſe of Your Perſwaſion, 
(generally peaking) do not read them at 
all in your Meetings, and the conſequence of 
this 15, That many of your common People gare 
d4 
the Firſt Principles of Chriſtianity 3 as I have 
found on Tryal, to my great trouble and afto- 
niſhment. "This Pretence therefore of Peo- 
tes reading the Holy Scriptures in private, will 
y no means juſtifie you, for breaking God's 
Command, 1n omitting the publick reading 
them, 3s a part of God?s Serwice in the Con- 
regations. 
The Second Pretence that I have met with 


for this Omiſlion, 15, That ſence the pennimg of 


the Scriptures, and ſetling of the Church by the 
Apoft hes, the caſe is much altered with Chriſtans ; 
That Printing was nct then known,and conſequent- 
by Copies of the Bible were fc, and hard to come 
by : Few could then read them if they had them, 
and therefore (fay ſome) Reading the Scriptures 
in the Aſſemblies was then abſolutely neceſſary, 
otherwiſe the generality muſt have been ſtrangers 
ro them: But now Copies of the Bible, by means 
4 Printing, are become common, and eaſie to 
e had, and moſt Families have ſome in them 
that can read 5; And therefore the publick Read- 
ing them is not now neceſſary. 
1. The plain Anſwer to this is, Firſt, That 
the Reading the Scriprures publickly is an 6 
| ffitaticy 
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ftitution of God ; Therefore to lay it aſide on 
the account of the Invention of Printing, is 
in effe& to ſay, That Men have found out 
a better way to propagate the Knowledze 
of God's Word, than He inſtituted ; and plain- 
ly to lay afide his Command, for Men's own 
Inventions. 

2. God has promiſed that there ſhall be al- 
ways Religious Aſſemblies, and has comman- 
ded his Word to be read in them, which is 
a certain means to preſerve the Knowledge 
thereof, as long as there is a Church; but. 
he has no where promiſed the conſtant com- 
monneſs of Bibles, nor ability to People to 
read them at home. To omit therefore the 
Inſtitution of God for teaching his Word, and 
to rely on Peoples procuring and reading 
Copies of the Bible privately, is to leave 
God's way, and preſumptuouſly depend on 
that which has no Promiſe annexed to it. 

2+ How cafie ſocver we may imagine the 
obtaining Copies of the Bible, and notwith- 
ſtanding the number of thoſe that can read, 
there are ſtill many Famihes, even amongſt 
Proteſtants, that can neither compaſs a Bible, 
nor get any to read it, if they had one; and 
therefore this Expedient is no ways ſufficient 
to-ſupply the Deſign of God's Inftirution, in 
commanding it to be read publickly 

4. Let us ſuppoſe Bibles to be az commor 
as we can deſire, and that every one can read 
them 
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them, yet who will ſecure us that they will 
doit ? People, whilſt the firſt Fervour of a 
Reformation is on them, may perhaps be di- 
Hgent fo long as the Scripture is a Novelty to 
them, or Zeal for a Party infpirits them ; but 
when this wears off, as it generally does in a 
lictle time, we ſee by experience that their 
care of Reading and Meditating in the 
Scriptures decays with it; and there are at 
this Day too many of all Parties that neither 
read themſelves nor hear one Chapter read 
in a whole Year, cxcept at Church. And 
therefore to omit the publick Reading them, 
en preſumption that the: People will' do it 
themſelves; ſince it is ſo cafic for them to do 
it, is the ready ay to introduce an Univerſal 
Iznorance of Go#'s Word, and reduce us a- 
gain to Popery ; the moſt effecual Bar againſt 
whith, is the Bible in our own Language. 
5. People may be obliged to come to the 
publick Congregations, and hear the Word of 
Ged read, though they have no inclination to 
ir, and when they neglect, they may be re- 
proved or puniſhed,. but this is not practical 
when the Scriptures are required only to be 
read in private Families. Experience ſhews' 
vs thot there is great difference between theſe 
ewo Methods in point of Efficacy. We ſee 
in Englenwd and Wales, where publick Read- 
ing was practiſed, the People generally em- 
braced the Reformarion, butin Ireland, o_y 
the 
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the ſame care was not taken, they rejected 
it. Had God's Way been taken, and the Scrip- 
tures as conſtantly read to the Native I: , 
in a Language they underſtood, as it was in 
England or Wales, there is little doubt but 
theReformation had ſucceeded asUnirverſally 
here as it did there, but the want of this has 
kept them 1n ignorance to this Day, which 
may convince us how-neffectual alfour'Con- 
trivances are to enlighten Men, in reſpe of 
God's Inſtitution. T am perſwaded that if ever 
the Native 1h be. brought to the Know- 
ledge of God”: Word it muff be by having it 
read to them puhlickly in a. Language they 
underſtand, and not by thruſting, Bibles pri- 
vately into their Hands; of: the ineffectual- 
neſs of which, we have had an Experiment 
1509 Years. 

6. But Laſtly, Inſtead of all other Argu- 
ments, None of us are ignorant, that the 

ord of God cannot be preiumed to have the 
ſame Ethcacy when read privately, as it hath 
when read in the Aſſemblies of Chrifians, ac- 
cording to God's appointment : Since he has 
given us a peculiar Promiſe to be preſent in 
ſuch Aﬀemblies. And there are no diijgent 
Hearers of the Word publickly read, but are 
able from their own experience to teſtific, 
that they often find it to have a different 
force and” efficacy, when they hear it read, 
2s. a part of: his Ordnance in the Publick Al- 
{cmblies 
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ſemblies, in which he has peculiarly promis'd 
his Preſence, than when they read it in pri- 
rate by themſelves. 

The Third PretenceI have found alledged 
for omitting the regular reading the Bible in 
your Meetings, is, That it takes up too much 
time , and is a hindrance to the more profitable 
Duty, of what you commonly cail Preaching. 

t. 1 intreat you to conſider, That there 
is a time for every thing, and fince God has 
appointed reading his Ford a time and room 
in our Publick Aſſemblies, Who are we, that 
we ſhould preſume to throw it out ? This 
ſurely is to ſet up our ſelves againſt God, and 
to think that we are able to order Things 
better for the Edification of his Church than 
he has done. Surely we ought rather to 
take care ſo to diipoſe our Sermons, that 
they may not interfere with any other Inſti- 
tution Of God : But, that whatever time we 
allow them, there may remain ſufficient for 
reading God's Hol; Words ; V hich I have pro- 
ved is in Scripture Language Preachingy And 
therefore to juſtle this out to make our own 
Diſcourſes longer, is plaialy to preferr our 
way of Preaching to God's. Tf there were a 
n2ceflity that one or the other muſt be omit- 
ted, Modeſty ought to teach us to amit our 
own Words rather than God's. 

2, Suppoſe that upon ſome Extraordinary 
Occaiion it may be Lawful to cmit reading 
God's 
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God's Word in our Afemblies, that we may 
have the more time to manage a Diſcourfe 
for the Itrutticn of the People, yet it can ne- 
ver be juſtifiable to make this a common pra- 
&tice z which is to put a manifeſt Contempt 
on the Word of God. 

A Fourth Pretence againſt reading the 
Scriptures publickly in a regular Method, is, 
That they are hard to be underſtood, or applied, 
and therefore only ſo much of them ought to be 
read at a time as the Miniſter may explain and 
apply to bis Auditory. And that one Verſe thus 
applied, is better than many Chapters read with- 
out ſuch Application. 

t. It is to be conſfider'd, Firſt, That it is, 
againſt the general Opinion of the Reformed 
Churches, who univerſally teach, That the 
Ecriptures are plain, in all things neceſfary to 
Salvation And therefore there is not that 
univerſal Neceſlity of an explanation of e- 
very place of Scripture that is to be read, as 
is pretended. 

2. The Holy Scriptures, when lieard with. 
Humility and Attention, apply themſelves bet- 
ter than any Man can do it. The Words of 
them are the Words of God, and they have a 
plainneſs, force, and ſpirit in them, which no 
Humane Eloquence can improve, and there- 
fore it is a great Afﬀront to them to ſay that 
they have little efficacy except a Miniſter ap- 
ply them. ; 
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3. Suppoſe one Verſe well. applied to be 
better than many Chapters (for which there 
1s no colour) yet this would not juſtifie the 
omillion of reading them publickly ; for no 
Application can be: ſo well made of them 
whilſt People are not thoroughly acquainted 
with them. It-eught therefore to be our 
fixſt care to read them to the Pecple often and 
ſolemnly, that they may be acquaintet} with 
the whole Eody of them, . and then one word 
of Application may do more good than many 
Sermons to..Peeple not ſo prepared with the 
general knowledge of them. 

The [eral knowledge of the will of God 
muſt always g0 before the ſaving, and is the 
beit Þrroduf#icn to it. Now the reading the 
Law in the ears of the People is the means 
appointed by God to teach them that /ireral 
knowledge ; and thereiore while your Teach- 
ers havelaid afide this means of God's Appoint- 
ent, they have in a.great meaſure debarred 
Peopie of the Spir/rual and Sawing knowledge 
of his' #4ll. | | 

4- Fourthly, Reading a verſe or two, and 
truſting tothe Miniſters Application, without 
the Peoples being acquainted with the whole 
Body of. the Scriptures, does put Chriſtians 
too much in- the power of-their Teachers, 
and.makesthem liable co be ſeduced by them, 
This is the very, Arcifice- whereby. the Romiſh 
Prieſts keep their People in ignorance ; and 

your 
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your Teachers uſing the ſame Method {white 
it is manifeſt that fo great a Part of their Peo« 
| ple either do net, or cannot, read them at 
home) ſeems tco like a deſign on their Hear- 
ers, and tempts the World to ſuſpet that 
they are afraid of the naked ſimplicity of the 
Scriptures, ſince they dare -not_ truſt their 
People with Hezrirg them Publickly read, ex- 
cept they add their own glofles to them. 

\ The Fifth Pretence that I have met with 
for laying aſide the publick reading the Ford 
of God, is, That the dead Z.etter (as ſomecall it) 
33 4 dull formal thing, without Spirit or Life, 
where #t is not arplied to the Soxls. of Mer, by 
the Spirit of God fpeaking in his Miniſters, and 
that without ſuch Aſſiſtance the. Scriptares have 
little. Efficacy on the Heart. 

I hope there ace few of any Communion 
will own this Prerencc, ſince it is ſo horrid a 
Refletion, and Afﬀront on the Word of God. 
IT will, however in anſwer to it, offer theſe 
following Confiderations. 

I. That the Holy Scriptures give a Chara- 
&er of themſelves very different from this. 
They repreſent the Word of God as the Sword 
of the Spirit, 4s quicz and powerful, as able» to 
make a Man wiſe to Sarvation, as giving wils 
dom to the ſraple, as Converting the Soul, with 
many other Expreffions to denote the Effea- 
cie thereof on the Hearts of Men; and 
therefore to refle&t on the. Word, as dull amd 
formal, 
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formal, as a meer dead Letter that cannot en- 
gage the attention of the Hearers, or reach 
their Hearts, is too near Blaſphemy. 

2. We are certain that God ſpeaks to us 
immediately by his Holy Spirit in his Werd : 
And where rhe Spirit of God is, there is Power. 
But when Men ſpeak their own Fords, or 
pretend to apply the Word; or Paſſages of 
Scripture, tho? they ſeem to do it with the 
greateſt Zealand Learning, yet they may be 
miſtaken ; nay, they may deceive us : And 
therefore wholly to lay aſide the immediate 
Dictates of the Holy Ghoft recorded in the 
Scriptures for any pretended Explication or 
Application, made by Men, is manifeſtly to 
exchange God's undoubted Words and Com- 
mand for what may be a meer Humane In- 
vention. 

2. *Tis to he conſidered, that the people 
have always been apt to grow weary of the 
Service ot Ged in the way of his own appoint- 
ment, and complain of it, as dull and tedi- 
ous, fo Mal. r. 13. Te ſaid alſo, what a wear 
nels 8s it, and ye ſnuffed at it. And the reaſon 
is becauſe tize way of -God's appointing is al- 
ways more Spiritual, in reſpect of that which 
is of Man's own Invention, and therefore it 
cannot be ſo eafie or agreeable to the Carnal 
minds of Mea. 

4. It ought therefore to be conſidered by 
you, when penple complain of being _ 
an 
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and unaffeted by meer Hearing the Word of 
God read, whether this do not truly roceed 
from a Carnal and Wieked Heart cltanged 
from the Spirit of God, and whether the rea- 
fon that Sermons pleaſe and affeet more than 
a Chapter out of the Bible be not the novel- 
ty and outward Ornaments of them, rather 
than the Spiritualneſs of the diſcourſe. We 
are ſure St. Paul ſuppoſeth ſuch as are riot af- 
feted with -the Words of God, to be meer 
Natural, or Carnal Men, i Cor. 2. 13. where 
having taken Notice of ſpeaking, Not #1 
Words which Man's Wiſdom Teacheth, but which 
the Holy Ghoſt Teacheth, he adds, but the Na- 
tural Man recetueth not the things of the Spirit of 
God: For they are fooliſhneſs to him, neither can 
he know them, for they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
From whence it clearly follows, that the rea- 
fon why Men do not underſtand or receive 
the things of God delivered to them in the 
Words of Scripture,dictated by the Holy Ghoſt, 
is, becauſe they are meer Natural Men, and 
want the Spirit of God; Whoever therefore 
is more affeted, or delights more in a S2r- 
mon than in a Chapter of the Bible, has rea- 
ſon to look into his Heart, and examine him- 
ſelf whether he have the Spirir of God. Thoſe 
mentioned in Scripture that had that Spirit de- 
lighted in the Law of God : It was Jo! 
their Hearts; they preferred it to 

things, they mediteted in it day and night : 
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And were ſo far from turning it out of their 
Publick Aſſemblies, that the Hearing it read 
was a great part of their Worſhip. Whoe- 
ver therefore lays aſide this Practice, have rea 
ſon to ſuſpe& that they want that Temper and 
Sp:irit with which thoſe Holy Men were inſpi- 
red; and notwithſtanding all their Preten- 
ces to a more than ordinary Spiritualnefs 
and Reformation, are little advanced above 
the Natural Men that neither receive or 
reliſh the things of God, at leaſt not as they 
ought. 

I find it alledged as a Sixth Pretence for not 
Reading the Word of God in your Meeting s,That 
a Child may read them, and perform this Duty 
and then what need it take up the Miniſters time. 

.To which there needs no other Anſwer. 
then that the Service of God is not lets his, 
or the leſs to be valned becauſe it 1s eaſie. On 
the contrary *tis the more ſinful to negle&t 
it, the more eaſje it is. Miniſters are not 
ſet apart for difficult things only, which o- 
thers cannot perform ; but they are to exe- 
cute the Office that God has impoſed on 
them, whether it be eaſie or difficult. As 
tor Example: God has Commanded his Mi- 
niſters to Beptize, I» the Name of the Father, 
&c. Now to pour on Water in this Form is 
no fuch difficult thing, but a Child, or any 
cMe might perform it z Neither is there any 
greater difficulty in the Sacrament' of = 

| Lord's 
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Lord's Supper, as to the Eſſentials of it. Yet 
. T ſuppoſe it will be granted by all; that it be- 
longs only to the Miniſters Office to perform 
theſe, arid that they muſt not delegate chem, 
of any part of them to others, or omit them 
becauſe they are calie; and that they have a 
quite different Sacredieſs, Efficacy and Force, 
when performed by a Perſon Ordained and 
Authorized to this purpoſe, than when per- 
formed by another : and the ſame Rule holds 
in offering up our Prayers, and in Reading 
the Scripraves: A Man may read them at 
Home, a Child may read them in Church, 
but they have nor the fame affurance of Efi- 
cacy, and a Blefling, as when they come 
from the Mouth of a Perſon ſet apart by 
God's Ordinance for this purpoſe. 

I make ho doubt but the Experience (az I 
have faid) of ttioſt Chriſtians, from what 
they have felt in their own Hearts in Hearing 
the Word of God publickly read, will atteſt 
the Truth of this. Now if you, ny Friends, 
Know and own this, as I hope the generality 
of you do, you muſt fee the unreafonable- 
nefs of this Pretence. If any of you do not 
know it, you muſt give me leave to fay that 
F fear it is from ignbrarice, and not conſide- 
ring the Seriprures. And *tis your Teechers 
Duty to inform you better. Reading the 
Sctipture being allowed by their D:#eFory to 
be a part of Ged's Publick Worſhip. No 
: 2 ave 


100 Of Hear ing, Chap. HI, 


have this Rule there in expreſs Words, That it 
is requiſite that -all the Canonical Books be read 
over in order, that the people may be better ac- 
quainted with the whole Body of ' Scriptures. 
Now if youcan ſhew but one Meeting in the 
laſt Ags, in which this has been duly perfor- 
med, we will not accuſe you fo generally of 
v:;olating God's Command in this point; but 
1f there be not one ſuch Meeting, you ought 
to conſider how you will excuſe your ſelves 
before God, - And I think i neceſſary here 
to obſerve to you how inſignificant general 
Rules are without deſcending to a'particular 
Determination of Circumſtances. Here we 
have in your DireFory a general Rule (ſuch 
as it is) for Reading the S&;pture, but for 
want of being particular, as the Calendar 
in our Common-Prayer-Book is, I queſtion if 
it yet was ever, once obſerved, or indeed 
that it is Pra&ical to obſerve it. And it is fo 
almoſt in every other general Rule, and 
| therefore to leave the Service of God to be 
Ordered by ſuch general Rules only, is in 
effect to Teach People to negledt it. | 

V. Theſe are all che Reaſons that I can pol- 
ſibly think of, or have heard urged for Tour 
Practice in this Point. I will not ſay but 
others may be pretended, but I muſt profel; 
that I do not remember to have met with 
them ; if 1 had, I would have given them a 


duc conſideration: I am perſwaded that 
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they cannot be of greater force than thoſe 
I have examined. And that they can never 
. excuſe. Nu in this matter, from manifeſt 
Breach -of God's Command, in preferring 
Mens Iroentions to his Inftituticn, 

After all, I muſt profeſs to Nu, That T 
look on all theſe to be only Pretences ; and 
that the true Reaſon of Men's Negligence in 
this Duty, is given us, 2 Tim. 4. 2. For the 
time will come (faith the Apoſtle) when rhey 
w2ll not endure found DoF#rine 5 but afitr their 
own Luſts ſhall they heap up to themſelves Tea- 
chers, having itching Ears. An uching Ear 
here, can fignifie nothing ſo properly, as an 
Ear that loves Novelty and Variety : Becauſe 
therefore our Church gives the People lirtig 
that is New, in her Prayers, or Reading th: 
Scriptures, but retains a Form of ſound Words, 
in the one, and the plain Word of God in the 
other ; Hence it is that ſome People cannot 
endure our Service, but heap up to them- 
ſelves Teachers, that inſtead of the Praiſes, 
Prayers and Sermon; of God's immediate Ap- 
pointment,” will gratitie them every Meeting 
with a New Prayer, without troubling them 
with ſuch Prayers or Sermons as they think old, 
which are incomparably better, only the 
Itching Ears of the People, as the Apoſtle fore- 
told, are pleaſed with the Novelty and Varie- 
ty of the one, and diſguſt the Reperirion of the 
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other, as the 1raelites did that of Angels Food, 
Pſal. 78. 25. Numb. 21. 5. and 11. 6. 

It is the Duty of all Miniſters, and the 
Buſineſs of the truely Conſcientious, to check 
and curb this Humour in the People ; and 
notwithſtanding all Diſcouragements, the 
Miniſters of Our Church, inſtead of com- 
plying with them, have conſtantly repro- 
ved them for their Negligence and Levity, 
where they found them guilty. But as 
Aaron, to pleaſe the Iraelites, made the Go!- 
den Calf, fo ſome Miniſters (tho? contrary to 
their own Principles) have changed God's 
Inſtitution to pleaſe their People ;, and left out 
the conſtant and regular Reading of God's 
Word, becauſe their People grew weary of it. 
Byt let all Men judge who — themſelves 
tvſt like the Ainſters of Chriſt ; We, who 
keep to the Reading God's Word, according to 
His own Iyſtitution, whether the People will 
hear or forbear ; or, They that comply with 
them, and lay afide God's Command to ob- 
lige and gain them. 
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IT He Fourth Part of the Publick Wor- 

ſhip of God, or Deſign of Religious 
Aſſemblies, is Viſible or Bodily Adoration ; 
ſuch amongſt us are Uncovering the Head, 
Bowing, Kneeling, and other outward Signs 
of Reverence and Submiſſion , by which we 
openly acknowledge the Mercy, the Fuſtice, 
and Power of God, and expreſs the inward 
ſence we have of theſe Attributes. 

In treating of this Head, I will keep my 
ſelf to the ſame Method, as in the former, 
and conſider, Firſt, The Rules and Examples 
that the Scriptures afford us for the Pertor- 
mance of this Duty. Secondly, Compare 
the Pratice of Our Church with them. Third- 
ly, Examine the Diſſenters Pra#ice, and the 
Reaſons they alledge for it. | 

1. As to the firſt of theſe we find a Poſe 
tive Command of God, for Bodily War{ p.in 
Publick, Pſal. 95. 6. O come let us no and 
bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

H 4 The 
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The ſecond Verſe of this Pſalm plainly ſhews 
us, that this is meant of Publick Worſhip : 
Let us come before his preſence with Thankſgiv- 
ing. And that this bowing or kneeling is to be 
Interpreted, Lterally, not figuratively , ap- 

ars from the ſame Verſes, where Singing, 
Thankſgiving, and Pſalms, are all /iterally to be 
under{tood ; and there i; no more reaſon 
for underſtanding bowing and kneeling in a 
figurative ſence, than the other. 

II. The fame Bodily Worſhip is required by 
the Second Commandment, which torbids us 
to bow own to a graven Image, by which words 
we are commanded to bow down to God; for 
it is confeſſed by all, and laid down as a Rule 
by the Aſſemblies larger Catechiſm, That rhe 
Negative Commandments include in them the con- 
trary Poſitive ; that is to ſay, When a Com- 
mandment forbids us any thing, it requires us 
to perform the Duty contrary to what is for- 

bidden. As for Example : When the firſt 
Commandment forbids us to have any ether 
Gods before the Lord, it requires us to own and. 
worſhip Him for our only God; and after the 
ſame manner all other Commands are to be 
interpreted. By which Rule, when the 
Second Commandment, Exod. 20, F. forbids us 
* 1n theſe Words, Thou ſhalt not bow down 10 
them, nor ſerve them it requires us to pradtiſe 
the contrary Duties in our Addreſſes to God. 
Ta bow down to Him and ſerve Him, that is, 
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to worſhip Him both with the worſhip of our 
Bodies and Minds: Thezefore as he that either 
. bows or kneels, or uſes any poſture of Rewerence 
to a graven Image, breaks the Second Com- 
mandment ; ſo doth he who on occaſion of 
Publick Worſhip either refuſes or negles to uſe 
ſome ſuch poſture to God, Ir being a Contempt 
of God, and contrary to His Commands, to 
Pray to Him, for inſtance, without ſome 
Poſture of Adoration to Him, when we can 
do it, as well as it is a fin to kneel to an 
Image, without Praying to it, which the Pa- 
pifts pretend to do ; the one 1s 1dolatry, and 
the other Sacrilege : For the Reaſon why we 
are not to bow down to an 1dol, is, Becauſe 
tis an A& of Worſhip due to God. And 
whether we give what is due to him to an 
Image, or refuſe to pay it to Himſelf, we are 
equally Robbers of God, we deny him his 
Honour, and are guilty of Sacrilege. 

I wiſh all concerned may ſerioufly confi- 
der, and amend their PraQtice in this par- 
ticular. 

III. But the Practice of Hely Men, and 
of the Church of God in Scripture, are the 
beſt Interpreters of God's Commands ; and from 
them we may learn what he requires or ap- 
proves in his Worſhip. Now through the 
whole Old Teſtament, we ſhall never find any 
one farting at his Devotions : But on all oc- 
<aſions of Forſhip , eſpecially in Prblick Af- 
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lemblies , the People of God "ſtood, kneeled, 
bowed, or proſtrated themſelves. *Tis faid 
indeed, 2 Sam. 7.8. That King David then 
went and {at before the Lord: But here the 
Original Word is capahle of another /ignification, 
and may as well be tranſlated,that he remained, 
ſtayed, or abode before the Lord ; and accor- 
dingly ic is thus tranſlated in other Place; of 
Scripture, particularly Gen. 22. 5. & 24. FF5. 
& 29. 19. 1 Kings 12.2. This place there- 
fore is no __— againſt that practice 
which is ſo evident through the whole Old 
Teſtament, that Holy Men worſhiped God 
with their Bodzes, as well as with their Mind;. 
IV. We ſhall find the fame practiſed by 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles, in the New- 
Teſtament, Our Saviour undoubtedly is the 
Beſt Example we can propoſe to our ſelves 
for the worſhip of God, and we ought to imi- 
tate what he bid and approved. Now it we 
confider the worſhip he offered to his Father, 
we ſhall find him addrefling himſelf to him 
with Bowing the Body, with Kneeling and Prc- 
 ftration, as well as with ffrong Cries and Tears ; 
fo Mat. 26. 39. And he went a little further, 
and fell on his Face, and prayed, O my Father,&c. 
and Luke 22. 41. He kneeled down and prayed. 
And as he paid this Bodily Worſhip to God, 
{o he. accepted the ſame from Men when he 
was on Earth : Thus the Wife Men worſhip- 
ed him in his Cradle, Mat. 2. 11. When they 
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ſaw the young Child, and his Mother Mary, they 
fell down, &c. Thus =o that deſired to bg 
Cured by him, addreſſed themſelves to him, 
Mark 5. 22. When he ſaw him, bg fell at his 
Feet, and beſought, &c. And after the ſame 
manner, thoſe who were Cured by hing re- 
curned him Thanks, L«ke 17. 16. Thus his 
beloved Mary came into his preſence, John 
It. 32. And Matth.28. 9. They held him by 
the Feet and worſhipped bim, Our Saviour look- 
edonthisBodily Worſhipto be ſaindifpenſibly 
his due, that he accepted of it from the verv 
Devils, and they durſt not forbear to pay it 
to him, Mark 3. 11. And uxclean ſpirits, when 
they ſaw him, fell down before him, and cried, 
Thou art the Son of God. And thus the very 
Heathen, as well as his Diſciples, approached 
him, even whilſt he was in his ſtate of Hu- 
miliation. 

And that we may not be tempted to think, 
that our Saviour admitted this Bodily Worſhip, 
to be paid him only whilſt he was Bodt/y 
preſent, we may obſerve St. Stephen preſents 
his Prayer with the ſame poſture, 4#s 7. 60. 
He kneeled down and cryed with a loud Voice, 
Lord, lay not this ſin to their charge. 

V. The Scriptures repreſent to us the 
Firft Chriftians thus glprifying God with their 
Bodies, (as St, Paul expreſly commands us 
1 Cor. 6. 20.) in the Publick Aſſemblies, as we 
may learn irgm 1x Cer. 14. 23. where the 
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Apoſtle ſpeaking of a Heathen coming into 
Anh, I Chriſtians, and bole Ccon- 
vinced, addeth, and fo falling down on his face 
be will Worſhip God. I it had not been the 
cuſtom for Chriſtians to do thus, it would 
never have been expeded from a Heathen, 
or reckoned an Argument of hi; ConviRti- 
on. If the Church Triumphant in Heaven 
may be allowed a fit Pattern to us of what 
is decent in the Worſhip of God, we find them 
paying this Bodily Worſhip to God, Rev. 7. 11. 
And all the Angels ſtood about the Throne, and 
about the Elders, and about the Beaſts, and fell 
on their Faces before the Throne, and Worſhipped 
God, ſo Chap. 4. '10. and Chap. 19. 4. And 
the ſame we find practiſed by the Church on 
Earth, A&s 21. 5. where St. Paul, and the 
Church of Tyre, Eneeled down on the ſhore and 
ayed. Aﬀer the ſame manner he took his 
he of the Elders of Epheſus, A&#. 20. 36, 
He kneeled down and prayed with them all. So 
conſtantly are Bodily Worſhip and Prayer join- 
ed together, that bowing the Knee, ſometimes 
ſignifies Prayer, Eph. 3. 14. For this cauſe I 
bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt. 
; VI. The Scriptures repreſent this Bodily 
Worſhip as the moſt proper external A of A- 
doration ; If we look into the Scriptures we 
ſhall not find Praying, Praiſing, Reading the 
Scriptures, or Adminiſtering the Sacraments, 
; termed 
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termed Worſhip ; they areindeed Duries which 
we are obliged to perform tothe Honour of 
God, but not _ _ Ads of Wor- 
ſhip, properly ſo calkd: For Worſhip is pro- 
a6 the ſubjetion of our Minds to God; 
and that is a proper A of External Worſhip, 
which dire&ly ſignifies this ſubjeftion or 
ſubmiſſion of our Minds: But Prayer ſigni- 
fies our deſires of good things from God, and 
only indirely our ſubjection to him 3 Pre;- 
ſes immediately fignifie the ſence we have of 
God's Excellencies, and only by conſequence 
our ſubmiſſion 5 Reading the Scriptares is a 
means of In/truttion, and tends to bring us to 
ſubmit to God, but does not dire&ly expreſs 
it. And the Sacraments primarily ſignifie 
God's Grace to us, rather than our ſubmiſſion 
to Him, All theſe may in a large ſence, 
upon very good grounds, be look'd upon as 
parts of Worſbip, becauſe they do imply fuch 
{ubmiflion; but bending or bowing the Body is 
that which is properly in Scripture called 
Worſhip, as ſignifying immediately and na- 
curally the bending and ſubmiſſion of our Souls, 
and nothing elſe. 

In the 01d Teftament the Words rendered 
Worſhip, ſignifie properly and originally co 
bow down or proſtrate the Body. This is the 
proper ſignification of JaO and of NNW the 
latter of which in the Second Commandment is 
render'd to bow down, and very often when 
the 
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the Original has they bowed down themſelves, 
the Tranſlators render it they Worſhiped. So 
Pſal. 95. 5.” afid Fer. 1. 16. And Worſhiped 
the work of their 0201 hands, In the Origi- 
nal tis, They b9aved themſelves down to the work, 
8c. Gen. 24. 52. He worſhipped the Lord, 
bowing himſelf to the Earth. The Original 
has no more but. He bowed himfelf to the Earth 
to the Lord, fo Pjal. 95. 5. And the fame 
holds generally through the whole 01d 7eſta- 
ment ; from whence it follows that in the 
Opinion of our Tranſlators to bow ones ſelf to 
the Earth, is that proper A& which they call 
Werſhip. And hence the whole Forſhip of God 
is ſignified by bowing before him , Micah 6. 6. 
Wherewith ſhall I come before the Lord, and bow 
my ſelf before the High God? that 1s, How 
ſhall 1 2worſhip him acceptably ? 

As to the New Teſtament, the Word gene- 
rally there rendred Worſhip, properly figni- 
hes a Bodily Atton go, rria, 1s Originally to 
pay Homage by a Kiſs, as we now kifs the 
King's Hand, which ufually was done kneel- 
ing.; And hence Kneeling and Worſhipping ſig- 
nifie the ſame thing in the New Teftament,and 
the ohe is put for the other. Thus Mat. 8: 2. 
There came a Heper and worſhipped him. 'Fhe 
ſame Perſon is faid (Mark i. 40.) to come, 
beſeeching bim and kneeling to himm. Of the 
Canaanirifh Woman it is faid ( Mat. I5. 25.) 
That ſhe cate and worſhiped him. And _ 
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ſays (Chap. 7. 25.) She came and fell at his 
Feet, Luke ſays of the Man among the 
Tombs, that he fell Jown before him (Chap. 8. 
28.) Mark, that He worſhipped him, (Chap. 5. 
6.) Of Fairus, Mark and Luke ſay, that He 
fell down at his Feet. Matthew, that he wor- 
ſhipped him. Luke 8. 40. Mark 5. 22. Matth. 9. 
18. So promiſcuouſly do the Evangeliſts 
uſe the Words kneelmp, or falling down, and 
worſhipping, to fignitie the fame thing. 
Whence we may learn that when any is faid 
co worſhip Chriſt viſibly, by it is meant they 
kneeled to bim. And when we are Com- 
manded to worſhip God in the Congrega- 
tion, the meaning is, that we are required 
to expreſs the ſubmiſſion of - our Minds by 
bow'ing our ſelves, or kneeling nnto him. Hence 
the very Soldiers that in derifion bowed their 
knees to Chritt, are faid to Worſhip him, 
Mark 15. 19, And St. fohn, Rev. 22, 8. 
when he would Worſhip the Angel, fe? 
before his Feet, ts which the Angel replied, 
See thou do it not Worſhip God, From 
which Text it clearly follows, that falling 
down is an A& of Worſhip, and that we are 
commanded by the Mouth of an Angel to 
pay it to God. 

VII. We find in Scripture ſofte A of 
this Bodily Worſhip accompanying every Reli- 
gious Perfortaance. Thus Prayets are ge- 
nerally offered with kneeling, and that fo 
conſtantly 
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conſtantly (as is obſerved before) that to 
bow the Knee, in Scripture-Language, is to 
pray. Thus Praiſes, Thankſgivings, and 
Confeflions of Faith, are offered ſanding, 
x King. 8. 14. And the Ring turned his Face 
about, and bleſſed all the Congregation of Iſrael 
(and all the Congregation of Irael ffood) and 
be ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord, &c. the ſame po- 
ſture is obſerved, Yer. 55. 2 Chron. 20. 19. 
And the Levites — ſtood up to praiſe the Lord 
God of Iſrael with a loud woice, 2 Chron. 29. 26; 
Neh. 10. 40. And this was not a voluntary 
AR, but impoſed on the People, as appears 
from Neb. 9. 5. Then the Levites ſaid, 
Stand up and bleſs the Lord your God, &c. -In 
conformity to which, the Saints and Angels 
in Heaven are repreſented to us thus praiſing 
God, Rev. 7. 9. They ſtood before the Throne, 
and before the Lamb and cried with a loud 
woice, ſaying, Salvation, &c. Ar Reading the 
*Holy Scriptures, both Reader and People 
uſed the ſame poſture, as appears from Neh. 8. 
4, 5- And Ezra the Scribe [Food on a Pulpit 
of Wood—— And Ezra opezed the Book, and all 
the People ſFood up. And Chap.9. 3. And 
they ſtood up in their place, and read in the 
Book: Which our Saviour likewiſe obſerved, 
Luke 4. 16. 

Laſtly, They offered their Sacrifices with 
Bodily Adoration, 2 Chron. 29. 27. And 
when the Burnt-Offerings began , the Song of 
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the Lord began alſo —— And all the Congrega- 


tion worſhipped, and the Singers ſang, and the 
Trumpets Flinded ; and all this ”—_— un- 
til the Burnt-Offering was finiſhed, The 
Word, as was obſerved , here rendred Wor- 
ſhipped, ſignifies literally they bowed themſelves 
down, and the meaning is, They continued 
proſtrate, or kneeling, whilſt the Burnt-Of- 
tering was offered. Thus in every Religious 
Performance , the Scripture has taken parti- 
cular notice, and recorded to us, with what 
Ay ha Bodily Worſhip it was offered upun- 
to God. 


SECT. IL 


The Prafiice of Our Church in Bodily 
Worſhip. 


1B: usin the next place compare our own 

Practice with this Repreſentation, and 
ſee how we perform this part of viſible Wor- 
ſhip in our Church. 

I. Firſt then, when we come into the 
Publick Afſemblies, we believe our ſelves to 
come into Chriſt's preſence ; becauſe he has 
promiſed Mat. 18. 21, Where two or three are 
gathered together in My Name, there am 1 in 
tbe mid#t of them: And therefore in Obedi- 


- ence. tothe Commands of God in Scriptures 


*Tis our Cuſtom to lift up our Hearts to Him 
I un 
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in Prayer, and bow our Bodies before Him : 
This bowing-our Bodies when 'we come in- 
to the Aſſembly of Chriſtians mer togerher 
.in Chriſt's Name, arid for his Setvice, tho' 
1t be notenjoined by any Conſtitution of our 
Church, + generally practis'd by good Peo- 
ple, as very decent in it ſelf, and edifying 
to others. Our bowing our Bodies therefore 
at our coming into a Chriſtian —_— for 
Worſhip, is only to pay that Bodily Worſhrp 
to God that He requires from us when we 
come into his peculiar prefence, which pre- 
ſence He has promiſed in ſuch Aſſemblies. 
Some indeed are ſo weak as to term our thus 
worſhipping God , a bowing to the Altar: 
whereas our Church expreſly declaring a- 
| my Adoration to.be paid to the Con- 
ecrated Bread and We, does much more de- 
clare againſt doing it to the Altar. 
| II. Uncovering the Head is a Mark of Re- 
ſpe& amongſt us; and therefore we conti- 
nue Uncovered whilſt the Aﬀembly laſts ; 
that is, whilſt we are in ChriſPs preſence. The 
Cuftom of the Eaſtern Church was'to Un- 
cover their Feet in the preſence of God; fo 
Alrfes and Joſhua were commanded to do z 
(to which Solomon alludes, Ecclel. 5. 1.) This 
- was cally praQtiſed with chem, becauſe they 
wore nothing on their Feet bur /ovſe Shoes and 
* Sandals, which were readily flipt off ; And 
this continued till our Saviours time, as ap- 
pears 
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| pears by their waſhing their Feerwhen they: 
canie-inco: Houles, 'Lut 7. 44+ Uncovering 
tbe) Head is the fame common mark of re- 
ſpe& with us now as uncovering the Feet Was 
wirhthem in their cime ; and this ancovering 
the 'Feef ' being neither practicable wich us, 
nor any noteof reſpet among us, bur rather 
the concrary , Our” Church has requir'd us 
inſtead of it, to uncover ow Heads, Can. 7. 
For the Juſtification- of this prattice, give 
me leave to digres (o far as to explain one 
paſlage in the New Teſtament, which feems 
to require-that a Mart ſhould have his Head 
uncovered in-the preſence of G od, not as a4 note 
bf 'reſpe& ,. bur of Privilege, 1 Cor. 11. 5, 
For a Man indeed ought not 70 cover his Head; 
forafmurh 4s he is the Image and Glory of God ; but 
the Woman. is the Glory of the Min. Which 
paſſage does not primarily relate tothe co- 
vering the Head, but the” Fee, -by a Veil, 
according to the Cuftom of the Eaſtern 
Countrus :' and this CODErmE the Face , Was 4 
note of reſpe@, as the contrary was a Note of 
Privilege : $0 we tind chat when Rebecca 
was to appear before her Hagbard (Ger. 24. 
65.) She robk a Veit and comaed boy ſelf. SO 
( Ex2d.' 7. 6.) Moſes bid hit face, forhe was 4- 
fraid 10 look upon God 1, and Elyah' wrapped his 
face in his Mantle when he went out to weet Go, 
1 Kines 19.13. On the-fame Account the 
Seraphins. ecper _—_— apith thin Wang s;\ Th 
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6.2. *Tis therefore apeculiar Privilege and 
favour to be allowed to appear before. God 
uncover d, and it is reckon'd as ſuch, 2. Cor. 

3. 18. But we all with open face beholding as 
in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, &c. Thoſe 
chat were out of favour might not appear 
bare-faced before their Prince, but with their 
Heads covered, as Haman was when the King 
ſignified his diſpleaſure againſthim. Efber7. 8. 
Now for the underſtanding of the before- 
Cited place, we muſt confider that Man being 
the Image.and Glory of God, is allowedto take 
this Confidence before God, which is denied 
to Womey: For ſince. God was pleaſed to 
make Aan his Image and Glory, it is nat fit 
that this his glory ſhould be covered before 
Him : but o11the other hand, it is fit that Man's 
glory,whichisWoman,ſhouldbe coveredbefore 
God. This I conceive is the full meaning of 
this place, and has no relation to the manner 
of uncovering the Head in uſe with-us now ; 
which is only a mark of civil reſpe&, and 
that peculiar to Men, and not to Women. 
But however, being an honour paid to Mer, 
there is-no reaſon why it ſhould not be paid 
to God : On the contrary it ſeems to be re- 
quired by the Apoſtle*s general Injunction, 
Let all things be done decently... And it is one 
of the Articles of our Church, That the Church 
has ; rea to order Rites and_Ceremonies; that is, 
© determine. what particular things come _= 
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der the Apoſtle's general word of Decency. 

3. We ſtand up at our Praifmngs, Thankſ- 
givings, and Confeſſions of Faith, in Confor. 
mity to the Examples of Holy Scripture. 

4. Atour Confeflions of Sin, and at our 
Prayers , we preſent our ſelves before God 
on our knees, by order of our Church, ac- 
cording to the Example of our Saviour, and 
the Church of God. 

II. We Celebrate the Holy Sacrament of 
the _— Blood of Chriſt in a Forſhip- 
ping poſture. I know that many except a- 
gainſt this. It would engage me in a longer 
diſcourſe to examine it tully ; perhaps God 
pe hereafter give me an Opportunity to dif- 
cuſs it at large, at preſent I ſhall only hint 
at” the Scripture-Ground: we have for it, and 
that by the following deduction. 

1. The Altar was of Old the Lord's Table, 
from whence his Atten- 
dants were fed, Mal. rt. 79, The Author's In- 


Ye offer polluted Bread upon IS rpg 


mine Altar, and ye ſay, tures require Kneel- 
Wherein have we polluted ing at the Lord's 
thee? In that ye ſay, The Supper, but to ſhew, 


- That it is not con» 
Table of the Lord is renrens> ry to the Inflits- 


ptible, tion of Chriſt, or 

Prafice of the Apo- 
{tles, who compare our receiving it with the Jews 
partaking of their Altar, to which they approached 
with Adoration. | 
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2. On this | account the. Iraclites came to, 
the Altar, and worſhipped before it; being 
God*s Table, on which the Sacrifice was. pre- 
ſented, az his Meat, of which they were pers 
mitted to partake ; Sq .2 Chron: 6. .12, And 
he (nod before the Altar of the Lord — verl,13. 
Hnd kneeled down on his knees. And 1 Kings 8. 
54- He arole from before the Altar from kneeling 
on. his knces, Nor can 1t be ſaid, That this 
kneel:ng of. S»lomen was only becauſe he of- 
tered up a Prayer at that time, and that 
therefore he was in a praying poſture ; for 
undoubtedly it was the Duty of all that were 
preſent at any- Sacrifice, to offer up Prayers 
to God With the Sacrifice: And accordingly 
we find is commanded 2 K::9418.-22. Je 
ſhall worſhip before this Alter in YJeruſalers ; 
literaliy, 7e ſball bow! down your [clavs. 

3: The Communon-Table 15 called the 
Lord's-Table, 1 Cor. 19. 21, | 
4-- The: Jraelites partaking of the zltar is 
as an Example for ous partaking of 
the Lird"s-Tiable, 1 Cor. 10. 46 - The Cup of 
Bleſſmg which we bleſs, is it not the Communt- 
on of. the:Blood of Chriſt ? Tie Bread which 
we break; is: it not the Communicn of the Body 
of Chrift 22 wer/. 18. Bevold Trad af- 
ter the Flb:' Are not they which eat of the Sa- 

5- Jo allfon tothi cReFgions Eanng with 
Bodily Worſhip, it is Prophetied of our Savi- 
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our, Pak. 22. 29, All they that be fat upon 
Earth (that is, the favoured and-happy = 
rants of Gol here ; -called/in wer[.'26: The 
Meek) fhall Eat and Worſhip. F2 BY 

Since then» the Scripeyre-ſers forth ro us 
a Religious Eating at the Lord's Tuble with 
Werſhip; and the Huly\Communion is ſach an 
Eating at his Table; 1t follows char the Scrip- 
tare Warrants our Worſhipping when we Ear. 

2. We are Commanded in Scripture to 
receive the Holy Eucharift b: remembrance 
of Chrifs death, and by it we fhew bis death 
till he come. The fame Scriptures Command 
us to Worſhip our Saviour ; For be 15 the Lord, 
and Worſhip thou bim, Pſ. 45. 11. It-ever then 
we are to Worſhip our Saviour, it is certain- 
ly when we come to him in the neareſt Ap- 
proaches'that we'are capable of in this World, 
and with the higheſt ſence of Gratieude that 
our Souls'* can admir of ; eo remember 
and adore him for the-greateſt At of Love 
that could he extended toward; us, eren 
laying down his Life for us, and partake of 
the Benefits thereof by - feeding on him. 
W it be not our Duty to V\ orſhip him with 
our Bodies, as well as our Minds, on this 
occaſion, it is hard to fay when we are obli- 
ped to doit. 

This Conſideration prevail'd with the 
Proteſtant Church of Poland, to oblige all 
their Members to _—_— kneel mp or- fanding, 
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in Oppoſition to the Secinians, who refuſed 
to pay any Worſhip. to our Saviour, ; and 
therefore Celebrated his Supper, ſitting. The 
Words of _ ww Yd are theſe, 
(Corpus Confeſſion. p. 236.) Quod attinet ad 
—_ /4 * As to the Ceremonies of 
* the Lord's-Supper, the Decree. ſometime 
& ago diſcuſs'd in the Synod of Sandomir, 
* and the Concluſion made and repeated 
<« in the general Synod of Cracow and Pe- 
© trokow, 1s alſo approved in this Seflion of 
& the Synod of Uladiſlaw, viz. That ſitting 
&* at the Lord's-Table ſhall not be uſed in 
* any of the Churches of Poland or Lithua- 
© nia, ce. of our Communion : For this 
«* Ceremony (tho' indifferent as others are) 
& is not uſed by the Chriſtian and Refor- 
& med Churches ; and is proper to the Infi- 
* del Arians only, who place themſelves: in 
* an equal Throne with the Lord. Since 
$* then /itting has crept into ſome of our 
& Churches, - chiefly by the occaſion and 
* countenance of thoſe who have miſerably 
« fallen from vs, and denyed the Lord that 
* bought us, We intreat and exhort all thoſe 
© Congregations, and onr- Brethren in thg 
T Lo. that they would change Jiiing in- 
** to the Ceremonies uſed by us: Proteſtants 
* in all the Reformed Churches of Emre, 
F even that the Lord's Supper may be admi- 
*f piltxgd 50 the Cgmmynigants ſtanding; 
* kneehng 


+ we 
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« kneeling ( with a Proteftation againſt 
&* Bread-Worſhip uſed by the Papiſts) both 
* which Rites (as they have- been hitherto 
*© uſed in ſome O—_ we leave free, 
* and approve; without blaming or giving 
o Offerce to thoſe who uſe either. > Thi: 
Synod was held"Fune the 19th.' 1383. 

* 'The' Synod of Petrokow, above-mention'd 
(held Fane 1, 2, 3. 1578. pa. 234-) expreſles 
it ſelf in theſe Words ; ** Becauſe thoſe 
*©Traiterous Fugitives from us to Arianiſm, 
* who Thange all things in the Church, pre- 
© tending to imitate Chriſt without Diſcre- 
© tion, were the firft Authors amongſt us of 
* Sitting at the-Lord's Table ;, contrary to the 
# Rites uſed in all the Reformed Churches 
© throughout Europe. Therefore we reject 
** this Ceremony, as proper to them who 
* treat as well 'Chrift as his Sacraments irre- 
 yerently, as Indecent and Irteligious, and 
* yery offenſive to well-meaning People. 

It ought to be obſerved, That this Church 
reckons Sitting a Ceremony ; and a Ceremony 
of an ill Sigmification and Original, and 
not uſed by any Proteſtant Church in their 
Time. | 

IV. But I find moſt People acknowledge 
the Reaſonableneſs of this ; and grant, if it 
were leſt to us how'we'would Rece:ve,that we 
ought to do it with Adoration : Bur, ſay they, 
Obedience is bejter than Sacrifice 3 we are Come 
m anded 
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manded tq' do; what Chriſt did, and he. in- 
Frured, and his Dikipke received it, in a 

ble-poſturg ;. and therefore ſo ought we. 
notwith{tanding the Scriptures, Reaſon, and 
Decency, ſeem to recommend anathes Po- 
ſture to us, . ir IQ 

Now to this Argument, which is the anly 
ane I find brought from Scripture, and which 
ſeems to revail with moſt, I Anſwer, ' 

1. That we- are not, required, nor 1s it 
convenient ,to, imitate all: that Chriſt, did. 
Neither the Time , nor the Number of Re- 
ceivers, .nor the Poſture, being Obligatory 
to us 3 as appears from St. Pal, 1 Cor. 11. 23. 
who having occaſion tq mention what he re- 
cerved of the Lord; concerning this Sacra- 
ment, mentions only aur. Saviour's taking 
Bread, giving Thanks, and Breaking i ;' and 
then ſaying, Take, Eat ;, this it my Body, &c. 
without, the Circumſtances of the Number 
of Receivers, his Poſture, - or being at Sup- 
per. Nay, that we may not think that this 
had any relation to a Common Supper , or 
the Circumlitances. of it; he obſerves , that 
Sapper was done, when he took, the Cyp, Our 
Saviour's Poſture therefore, whatever it was, 
is no wiſe Obligatory 'ta-us, it not being any 
part of what St. Paul profefſes to have recet- 
ved from Chriſt concerning this Sacrament. 
2. I have already proved, that Religious 
Eating was agcompamed with Bodily Warſhip ; 


and 
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and therefors if- it were gramed, that we 
wers obliged to. receive this Sacrament in 4 
Table-Polture, from the Example of our Sa- 
yiour 3- yet it Would not follow, that we 
Hould not receive it. Kneeling,: *Tis certain 
our Saviour did not $:t , but Ze at Table, 
when he did gat: his uſual' Meals. ſa 
then he had obliged us to his Poſture of Eat- 
ng, we ought to: Lie, as hedid ; but none 
aflert the Necellity of onr doing fo, of 
Practiſe this way, Since then all Parties 
change it, ſure we do better, that change it 
into the Religious way of Eating, recon 
mended to us 1n'the Scriptures, with Adora- 
ration, than others, that change our Saviour 's 
way into Sitting, the Common way of our 
Eating \ 
3+ We have this further to ſay for our 
Practice, That our Saviour was not at a 
Common Supper- when he inftiturted this 
Sacrament, bur at the Paſſover z which was 
a Sacramental Eating, and hafl a; peculiar 
poſture preſcribed for it, Exod! 12.11 And 
though ſome- think (but without Warrant 
from Scriptyre): that the: Fews-did not ob- 
ſerve: this, yet it is owned they obſerved 
another, which differed from the Common 
Poftuce of Eating, and was reckoned Reli- 
sj0us. However, 'tis ſpoken, that our Sa- 
viour performed this Eating with ſeveral Re- 
lgious Ceremgnies that were not in the firſt 

q Inſtitution : 
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Inſtitution : Such is that we find, Luke 22, x57. 
And He took the Cup, and gave thanks,and laid, 
Take this," and divide it among your ſelves. 
ThisCup is different fromtheSacramental Cup, 
which 1s inſtituted ver. 20: And therefore if 
we would imitate Chrift, we ought to eat 
the Lord*s-Supper in a way peculiar to it ſelf, 
and different from our Common Meabk. 

4. But Fourthly, The full Anſwer to the 
Argument, is; That it goeson a falſe Suppo- 
ſition, That our Saviour inſtituted this Sacra- 
ment in the Common Poſture of Eating. 
Which no wiſe appears in Scripture ; neither 
can it be inferred trom any thing ſaid or inti- 
mated by theEvangeliſts,orSt.Pau/,but rather 
the contrary.. It's true, whil'ft the Diſciples, 
were Eating, he took Bread ; but after that, he 
gave Thanks, and bleſſed it 5 and then he brake 
it,and gave it to them : And it is not to be ſup- 
poſed that the Diſciples continued Eating , 
whilit our Saviour was giving Thanks, and 
Blefling ; that is, Praying. Our Saviour 
therefore, or his Diſciples, were not Eating, 
but giving Thanks, and Praying, whil 
this Sacrament” was inſtituted 5 and there- 
fore it was proper to be done (and, in pro- 
bability, was done by our ' Saviour) in' a 
Thankſgiving and Praying Poſture. Neither 
was there any neceflity to take notice of this 
Change of Poſture ; ſince the Change of the 
Aion, from Eatine, vw Thankſgiving and 
Bleſſing, 
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Bleſſing, ſufficiently ſignifies and inferrs it. 

ere is no notice taken of: our Saviour's 
Riſing at all from the Table,. by any of. the 
three 'Evangeliſts that deliver to us the Inſtitu- 
tion of the Sacrament; and yer it is plain , 
from John 13. 4. that he did Riſe from that 
Supper, and waſhed his Diſciples Feet, and ſat 
down again, Ver. 12. and ſohe might Riſe to 
Bleſs and Diſtribute the Holy Sacrament : 
And therefore we have no Allucance from 
Scripture, that our Saviour inſbitated this Sa- 
crament in a Common Table-poſt ure, rather the 
Contrary ſeems probable. So that He has lefr 
us at liberty to follow the general Rules of 
Decency and Reaſon, and what the Scrip- 
tures repreſent to us as fit, and practiſed in the 
like Caſes, 

Laſtly, We find the Apoſtle ſeverely res 
proving the Corinthians, tor their Irreverence 
in Receiving this Sacrament ; and threatning 
them with Dawmation, for not diſcerning the 
Lord's Body ; that is, for Receiving it as their 
Common Food,without diſtinguiſhing between 
them by a Reverend and Religious Receiving 
it. And fure it is but a due Diftin#ion be- 
eween 1: and our Common Food, to approach 
the Lord"'s-Table with as much Reverence as 

the Jews did their Altar, at which they never 
fat down. 

Upon the whole, I think we do nothing 
in this, or any other Sacred Action, as to 
Bodily 


— ——_ - —— — — —— — _—  — —— 


126 Of Boaily Worſbig, + Chap. TV. 
Bodily Worſhip, but what is Warranted and 

'on the Holy Scriprares ; and parti- 
cularly as to what we do at the Holy Sacra- 
anent of the Lord's Supper, it 15 as unjuſt to 
ſuſpe& oraccuſe us of Worſhipping the Lords 
Table, or the Elements of Bread and We, be- 
cauſe we receive.them Kneeling, as ic were 
ro accuſe the Jews of Worſhipping their 4/- 
tar Or Sacrifices, becauſe they Worſhipped 
before them, as God Commanded them: to 
do, 2 King. #8.22. I beleech God to give 
us true Submiſſion and Humility of Heart ; tor 
the Outward: Expreſſions of theſe Inward 
Diſpeſitions of Hind which'our Church has ap- 
pointed by Bodily Worſhip, are certainly ſuch 
as God has approved, and holy Men have 
prattiſed in Scripture. 
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The Praftiſe of the Diſſenters in Bodily 
orſhip. 


L A N D now I come to you, my Friends, 
who diſſe from Us, to conſider 
how You periorm This part of God's Wor- 
ſhip, and to compare'Towr Principles and 
Praiſes with what I have repreſenced from 
the Holy Scriptures. x 
And, Firlt; Asto Tour Principles. I need 
not tell you, That youdo not allow Bodily Ade+ 


ration 
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ration to be any part of God's Worſhip : Which 
you Cannot bur diſcerti to be plainly contrary 
to the Holy Scriptares, that make it the moſt 
peculiar Act thereof, as T-have ſhewed 
Lebore Chap. IV. Set. 1. N*®. 1,2, 3. Ih 
your Confeffion of Faith, Chap. 21. Prayer, 
Reading Scriptures, &c. Singing Pſalms, 
Adminiftration of the Sacraments , ' are. 
reckon'd up as Parts of Religious Worthip , 
bar not a Word concerning the Worſhip of 
the Body. Your Diredory doth not onl 
lexve it out, but excludes it, by requiring a 
to enter the Aﬀſembly, and rs take rheir Sears 
and Places, without Adoration, or bowing then 
ſelves towards one Place or other; that is, with- 
our Bowing themſelves at all. A Rule di 
re&ly oppoſite to Natural Reaſon, as well as 
to the Commands of God, and to the Ex- 
amples of hi; Saints : And *tis unconceivable 
how it ſhould be laid down by a Society of 
Men that profeſſed ro believe Chriſt pecu- 
liarly preſenc in their Afſemblies; which yer 
the Authors of your Dre#ory profels ro do, 
in that very place where- they forbid all 
Adoration. Let ns then, I pray you, com- 
= their Rule with God's Word : You 
ave the Bible in your hands, and you look 
tpon it to be your Privikge to uſeit: The 
Scriptares ſay, O come, let ns worſhip, tet ms bow 
down, let us kneel before the Lord onr Maker. 
'Your Diretfory fays, Let ns enter the Aﬀembly 
| withont 
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without Adoration or Bowng. Where not- 
withſtanding, it allows, that we in a ſpecial 
manner appear in God's Preſence. Surely you 
cannot but ſee, this is not only to lay aſide, 
but to contradi the Rules of Scripture. 

II. Your Pra#ice is conformable to your 
Principles, For, Te 

1. At your Thankſgivings or Praiſes, you 
neither Bow, nor Stand up. | 

2. Whereas We, and the Churches of G 
in all Ages, have uſed to Stand up at the 
'Solemn Confeflions of - Faith, you have caſt 
out of your Religious Aſſemblies, not only 
this Ac of Worſhip, but the Confeſſions of Faith 
themſekves ; ſo material a Part of the Service 
of God, as appears from Rom. 10. g- 10. If 
thon ſhalt confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord Feſus, 
and jhalt believe in thine Heart that God hath 
raiſed bim from the Dead, thou (balt be ſaved: 
For with the Heart Man believes unto Righteouſ- 
neſs, and with the Mouth Confeſſion is made unto 
Salvation. To profeſs ſolemnly that we ex- 
pA no Happineſs but from the good Plea- 

ure of God, and that we freely acquieſce 

in his Proviſions for us, is no ſmall Evidence 
of the Submitfion of our Minds to God ; 
and, upon that Account, may be reckoned 
an Inſtance of External Worſhip, and ac- 
cordingly many of the Pſalms contain ſuch 
Confellions. 

3- You Sit, generally, at your Publick 
Prayers, 4+ At 
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4. At the Holy Sacrament you Sit, not 
only whilſt you Receive, but likewiſe at the 
Thankſpiving and Bleffing before : And your 
Dire&ory impoſes this Poſture on Communi- 
cants, though contrary to Holy Scripture, in 
reſpe& of. that Part that concerns che Prayer 
and Thankſgiving ; and withour any Com- 
mand , or ſo much as Example from Scrip- 
ture, in reſpect of the Sitting at the time of 
Receiving. 

5- Too many of your Perſwaſjon con- 
demn 'us, who conform to God's Word, in 
theſe Particulars, as guilty of Super/#ition 3 
and endeavour to render our Conformit 
ridiculous; not being content to lay aſrle 
the Commands of God themſelves, but endea- 
vouring likewiſe to condemn and [ceff at the 
Obſervation of them in Us. 

In ſhort , I entreat you to conlider , 
That you have not any one Viſible Att of 
Adoration amongſt you , in your Aſſemblies , 
except Wwe reckon in this Number, Thar 
your Men Uncover their Heads at Prayer. ; 
and yet even this is not required by your Dz- 
reftory. 

TIT; And now let me a while Examine 
calmly with you, the- Pretences[ have mer 
with, for laying aſide this Part of God*s Wor- 
ſhip ; for it is not probable that any would 
baniſh Adoration out of their Aſſemblies, and 
alledge no Reaſon for their doing lo. 

| K 1, Firſt 
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1. Firſt therefore, I find that Place of 
Scripture produced to this purpoſe, Joh.4.24. 
God is a Spirit; and they that worſhip Him , 
muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth. Some 
think that all Bodily Worſhip is here forbidden, 
and that only the Worſhip of the Spirit or Mind 
is required of us under the Goſpel] : Upon this, 
{ome have declared againſt all Churches, or ſe- 
parate Places for Worſhip ; Others,ag ainſt all 
Bodily Warſhip 5 Others, againſt all Sacraments ; 
Others, againſt all Vocal Prayers, Praiſes and 
Thankſgivings: And even in the Apoſtle's 
time, ſome were againſt all V3ſible Aſſemblies. 
And indeed, if we underſtand this Place as 
ſome do, That all Bodily Worſhip is excluded 
by it, and that it is ſufficient to Worſhip God 
in our Spirits or Mmds only, I do not ſee but 
all theſe are in the right ; and thoſe who 
pretend to be above Ordinances, and worſhip 
God nc-where, are moſt conformable to this Rule ; 
and, next to them, the {lent Meetings of the 
Quakers, without Sacraments, without Vocal 
Prayers ot Praiſes, are the moſt Sparitual Ser- 
vice. For'lt other Diſſenters think Bodily Wor- 
ſhip, ſuch as Bowing, Kneeling, 8c. unlawful 
or wmmeceſſary, becauſe they are Acts of the 
Body, and unfir, on that account, to be of- 
fered to God, who 1s a Spirit; why may 
hot the Quakers omit the Sacraments, and the 
Words of the Meuth, which are Outward Things 


2s well asthe other? Nay, why ſhould not 
Outward 
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Outward Teaching or Preaching'ceaſe ? ſince 
the Spirit isa ſufficient Teacher, and has pro- 
miſe] us, Heb. 8. 10. 1will put my Laws into 
their Minds, and write them in their Hearts, —— 
Ver. 11. And they ſhall not teach every Man his 
Neighbour, and every Man his Brother, 8c. 
The Principle and Reaſoning is the ſame in 
all theſe, and will juſtifie the Silent Meetings 
of the Quakers; nay, the Extravagance of 
Thoſe that pretend to be above all Ordinances, 
as well as the Irreverence of other Diſſenters. 

But we ought to interpret Scripture ſo as one 
place may not contradict another gandlince the 

Holy Scriptures ſhew us, that God requires our 
Vocal Prayers and Praiſes, our Viſible Sacraments 
and Adoration,we ought not to interpret Wore 

ripping in the Spirit 10 as to exclude theſe, but 
rather conclude that they may be offered up 
to God inſuch a manner as to become proper 
tor Spiritual Worſhip,or God would never have 
required thei. | 

When therefore our Saviour rep:eſents the 

Worſhip He taught the World, as a Worſhip in 
Syirit and Truth, his meaning doubtleſs i; not 
to exempt us fromi worſhipping hrs Father with 
our Bodies, whereof He Himſelf has given 
us an Example; bnt..to teach us, "That the 
Outward Atts of Worſhip that we pay to God, 
are only Acceptable ro Him, when they pro-« 
ceed from,and are accompanyed witha hear- 
ty ſubmiſj:on of our Souls 5 and that every AR 

S 1. 
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is more or leſs Acceptable, as it has more 
or leſs of our Hearts and Aﬀections in it: But 
that Circumſtances of Place, and the like, 
give us no Advantage, and are of- no value 
towards making our Worſhip Acceptable. 

This meaning of the Words dire&ly an- 
{wers our S4w4iour's defign, which was toſhew 
the Samaritan Woman that the time was co- 
ming that the: Worſhip offered to God under 
the Goſpel would be nothing more acceptable 
for being offered at Feruſslem, or Mount Ge- 
rizim, Or any other place : But the Heart 
being right, all Places were alike. Which 
was direly contrary to the Fewiſh Law, 
that allowed'no Sacrifice or Oblation to be ac- 
ceptable to God, that was not offered at the 
Temple, and:gonſequently their Worſhip deri- 
ved its acceptance from the Place, and not 
os APETIIInre alone of him that offe- 
red it, | 

We affirm therefore, as our Saviour has 
here taught us, that it-is only from the Heart, 
or Spirit, that--our Worſhip becomes accepta- 
ble to Goa, -and'that the time or place where 
it is offered contributes nothing to our accep- 
tance : Put that in whatever place, at what- 
ever time, in whatſoever poſture we offer 
up our Spirits and Hearts to God, we are aC- 
cepted by-him. 

But then we fay likewiſe, a Man who 
negles the Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, cannot 


have 
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have a good Heart towards God, becauſe he 
breaks his Command ; that ſuch as do not 
take care to provide a convenient and decent 
place, and ſet it apart for Chriſtians to meet, 
and to perform God's Worſhip in, cannot have 
a value for it ; that ſuch as negle& the Holy 
Sacraments, want Faith in His Promiſes, as 
well as Obedience to His Commands ; and 
that thoſe who negle& to Worſhip him with 
their Body, and to pay outward Reverence 
and Adoration when they come into his pre- 
ſence muſt want inward ſubmiffion of their 
Minds, becauſe they do not approach as he 
requires. If a Man truly Worſhip God in his 
Spirit, it will oblige him, if able, toperfom 
theſe outward Acts; and it he be not able, 
God doth not require them, 

It is in this, as in Faith, Fam. 2. 18. 4 
Man may ſay, Thou haſt Faith, and I have 
Works : Shew me thy Faith without thy Works, 
and I will (hew thee my Fairh by my Works.” Af- 
ter the ſame manner a Man may ſay, Thou 
Worſhippeſt God inwardly in Heart and Spirit, 
and I Worſhip him outwardly, and in the face 
of the Church with my Body. Shew me thy 
inward Werſhip without bowing, kneeling, or 
other Bodily A& of Worſhip, and I will ſhew 
thee my inward Worſhip, and dread of Gays 
Majeſty by the #/ rſhip of my Body. 

From all which it is manifeſt, that our Ob 
ligation to worſhip God in Spirit and Truth, 
K 3 doth 
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doth no more exclude Bodily Worſhip, than 
Faith does exclude Works. 

2. The ſecond Pretence I have heard for 
baniſhing of Bodily Adoration is much like 
the firſt. It is alledged, That God bas no va= 
lue for it 5 and that if our Hearts are humble 
and right with God, no matter whether we fig- 
pifie it by outward Atts of Adoration or no. 

But to this I anſwer, 

1. That God himſclf is the beſt Judge of 
what befits his Majeſty, and ?cis a ſure ſign 
that he valueth a thing when he requires  ; 
fince therefore he has Commanded us to ren- 
der him this Bodily Worſhip; for us to alledge, 
That He doth not waiue it, is too like ſetting 
up our own Wiſdom above His. 

2. The Words of our Prayers, or Praiſes, 
and all the Fruits of our Lips, are outward 
things, as well as the geſtures of our Boazes, 
and God values them as little as our proſtrating 
our Rodies before him, when the Heart goes 
not alang with them, as appears from 7[/. x. 
where he ſhews his Abborreyce, not only of 
Sacrifices, Feaſts and ſpreading forth Hands, but 
| likewiſe of Prayers, wer/. 44 And Mark7. 6. 
This People honourerh me with their Lips, but 
their Heart 1s far from me, howbeit in vain do 
they Worſhip me, &c. Yet to throw Vocal 
Prayers and Praiſes our of the ſervice of God, 
were abſolutely to deſtroy His Viſible Worſhip ; 
and after the ſame mapner ta throw ope all 
Ourwarg 
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Outward Signs of Reverence, ſuch as &neel- 
ing, &c. is a fair Step to it. For the ſame 
God that has ſworn, That every Tongue ſhall 
confeſs unto him, has likewile ſworn, That eve- 
ry knee ſhall bow unto him, Rom. 14. 11. Both 
therefore are alike required in the YYorſhip of 
God, and both alike inſignificant when fepa- 
rated from the ſincere concurrence of our 
Hearts.When the Meditations of our Hearts go 
along with the Words of our Mouths, they are 
acceptable to God ; and when the ſubmiſſion 
of our Souls goes along with the YVVerſhip of 
our Bodies, it is gratctul rohim\,and valuable in 

his ſight, as all other Ads of Obedience are. 
3. Tho? Bodily VVorſhip in it ſelf were a 
{mall thing, yet the omiffion of it may be a 
great and crying Sin, and a great Contempt 
of Almighty God. Thus eating the fcrbidden 
Fruit Was 1n it ſelf a very inconſiderable Out- 
ward Attion, and yet being forbidden, it was 
the Ruine of all Mankind. Thus the waſh- 
ing a Man with Water, Iz the Name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, is in it ſelf no 
great matter, yet the w1ilfu!l omiſſion of it is 
acknowledged by moſ# to be damnable. Thus 
kneeling, or ſtanding at our Prayers, is but a 
Circumſtance, yet ſince God has required it, 
and Holy Men recommended it by their Ex- 
ample, to omit it wilfully may be a great ſin, 
and render our beſt meant Prayers ineffectual. 
Much more muſt it be ſinful to condemn, or 
K 4 mock 
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mock at thoſe who practiſe it according to 
Gods Inſticution. 

4. As ſmall a valueas you think God has 
for Outward performance;, yet it is plain , 
that you lay great weight upon the doing, or 
not doing of them. Fn caſes of neceflity we 
think they may be lawfully omitted ; but 
you are Taught that in no caſes they may be 
lawfully practiſed. You are Taught rather 
to ſtay ar Home, and not to Worſhip God at 
all Publickly, than to conform in Outward 
Geſtures, or Circumſtances. You are advi- 
{ed rather to abſtain all your Lives from the 
Lord” -Supper than receive it Kneeling Now 
if you think God does hate them ſo much , 
upon ſuppoſition that he has not required 
them, and accounts them a polluting of his 
Ordinance ; How muſt it diſpleaſe him to 
omit them, if it appearsthat He has Com- 
manded them, as I think I have made ſuffici- 
ently plain ? 

5- I intreat you, my Friends, to conſider 
That whatever Bodily Worſhip be in it ſelf, yet 
to throw it out of Our Publ:ck Aſſembliesis of 
zaral con{zquence,fince it doth in a great mea- 
{are defeat the deſign of them. The great de- 
fan of Peblick Worſhip is,Firſt,To ſignify, and 
Teſtify to the7orld, the Senſe and Belicf we 
have of the Being, Power and Providence of 
Ged, To declare his Name to our Rrethren, and 
in the midt of the Chingh to ſing Praiſe woe 

im 
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him, Heb. 2. 12. And Secondly to be a means 
to beget, ſtir up, 2nd preſerve this ſence and 
belief in one another, Heb. 10. 25. Toboth 
theſe ends, Bodily and External Werſhip do 
very much contribute ; and 'tis hardly poſli- 
Ele to attain either of them without it. For 
we cannot ſee into one anothers Hearts, and 
therefore we mult fignifie our ſence and be- 
lief of God in the Pablick Aſſemblies , either 
by Words or Ations, and it poſlible, by ſuch 
as are peculiarly appointed by Ged to this pur- 
poſe. But in your Meetings there is no Obli- 
gation on any one to ſignifie his Concurrence 
with the Congregation in any Ordinary At 
of FForſhip, either by Word or Geſture, and 
therefore this end of Publick Ajſemblies is ut- 
terly defeated by you. Your Dire&ory does 
not require, or allow the People ſo much as 
to ſignifie their aſſent by adding an Amen to 
the Prayers or Thankſgrvings there offered : 
But on the contray, you ridicule thoſe that 
pradiſe it purſuant to the Diretions and Ex- 
amples in Scripture. And asto Geſtures, fuch 
as kneeling, ſtanding, or bowing the Body, &C. 
you condemn them all as Relics of 1delatry , 
or Superſtition. There remains therefore in 
your Aſſemblies nothing whereby the Peo- 
ple may teſtifie their Belief, or affent to what 
they hear, which was one deſign of the 
Meeting. Thus by turning all Bodily Worſhip 
out of your Aſſemblies, you have made _ 
this 
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this great end of them, and left no viſible di- 
ſtintion whereby any one _ ſignifie whe- 
ther he aſſents to the Worſhip that is offered , 
or difſents from it. The whole Aſſembly be- 
ing to one another meer SpeFators and Hear- 
ers, not Foint-Worſhippers. 

As to the other end of Publick Worſhip , 
which is to keep alive, and ſtir up our Aﬀfe. 
Rions ; you cannot but own that the omiffi- 
on of this outward Worſhip is a great hin- 
drance to it. For it muſt needs be a great 
check to Devotion to ſee a Man come into 
the preſence of God in a Chriſtian Aſſembly , 
with leſs Reverence, or ſhew of reſpe&, 
than into the preſence of an Ordinary Su 
rior ; and behave himſelt lefs civilly there, 
than he would do in a Court of Fuſtice. And 
let people pretend what they will, That can 
never be ſuitable Worſhip to God, which 
would be rudeneſs to a Fudge. And there- 
fore the Quakers a&t much more reaſonably, 
who refuſe to take off their Hats, or pay Bo- 
dily Worſhip to Men , than other Diſſenters , 
who pay it to Mer, and refuſe it to God. For 
todoſo, muſt naturally rend to diſtinguiſh 
the awe and ſenſe we ought to have of His 
Majeſty, and the belief of his peculiar pre- 
ſence in our Aſſemblies, and it is much to be 
feared, that this proceeds too often from the 
want of ſuch awe. 


6. To 
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6. To conclude, There is a Language of 
Geſtures rather more ſignificant and moving 
than that of the Tongue ; and he muſt have 
a peculiar make of Mind, that is not more 
awakened and affeed by ſeeing a whole Cor- 
gregation on their Knees, with their Hands and 
Ejes lift up to Heaven ; than to ſee them ſit- 
ting or leaning, whilſt their Petitions are of- 
fering upto God. Words therefore and Ge- 
ſtures being only different parts of the Lan- 
guage whereby we expreſs andcommunicate 
our Thoughts and Afﬀettions to one another, and 
Both being recommended to us by Nature, and 
Commanded by Scripture, to be uſed in the 
Worſhip of God, he who lays aſide Geſtures , 
does ſin againit the Commandment of God, as 
well as he that lays afide Words. I hear- 
tily with You, and all Diſſenters, wou'd con- 
ſider this : V Vhich if you did, I affure my ſelf 
you would perceive this tobe a Matter of ſome 
2noment ; and neither condemn our Bodily Ado+ 
rations,nor continue your own (what I muſt call) 
Irreverence, | 

3. But, Thirdly, Some alledge, for their 
omitting this Part of God's Werſhip , Thet 
they do not condemn Bodily Adoration m bis Ser- 
wice ; but that to Stand up and Kneel in the Cone 


gregation, is o trouvleſom to them, that t hey judge 


they are better omitted, 
To which I Anſwer, That I verily believe 
that theſe Perſons do give the true Reaſon 


of 
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of this Practice. For, as it has been ſhewn 
before, *twas of old the Reaſon of People's 
Negle&ing God's Service , and Matter of 
their Complaint againſt it, That it was a 
wearineſs, Mal. 1. 13. But ſure, *tis no leſs I 
a Sin, to lay aſide the Commandments of God, 
for our Eaſe, than to charige them for the 
Traditions of Men. *Tis an Effe& of our Na- 
tural Corruption, to defire to ſerve God with 
that which coſts us nothing, and without trou- 
ble ; and moſt are willing to fave their Pains, 
as well as their Money, in his Service, But 
this is a certain ſign that they have little 
Heart and Afﬀection to it : If they had, it 
would not ſeem a trouble to them to ſhew it, 
by all the Outward Demonſtrations that the 
Scriptures recommend tous. A devout Heart 
bows the Body, bends the Knees, and lifts up 
the Hands in Prayer, without any trouble. 
And they have reaſon to ſuſped& their own 
Hearts , that find theſe Demonſtrations of 
Reverence to their Creator and Redeemer, 
Uneaſfſie to them. 

This very Pretence ought to ſhew you, That 
it is the Negligence and Dead-heartedneſs of 
People towards Gods Service, that has baniſhed 
theſe Bodily Adoratiens out of it. We think 
it no Diſadvantage to our Church, that we 
are forc*d to acknowledge, That your Way 
of Worſhip is much Eaſier than ours, to ſuch as 


are preſent at it ; it being much leſs trouble 
to 
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to a Man that has no Value for Religion, to 
come into an Aſſembly, and there /i: dows, 
and lap his Cloak about him, without being 
obliged to any Word -or Geſture that may di- 
ſturb his Sleep, or Worldly Thoughts, than to 
be under an Obl:gation every moment to ſigni- 
fie his Attention by ſome Word or Geſture, un- 
der the Penalty of being remarked by the 
whole Congregation for his Negligence and 
Irreverence; which 1s the caſe in our Af 
ſemblies ; and, *tis to be feared; is the Rea- 
ſon that fome leave us, and go where they 
_ be at Eaſe and Negligent more ſe- 
curely. 

4. 7 confeſs, in the Fourth place, There 
are ſome that excuſe themſelves more hand- 
ſomly, for not Kneeling at their Prayers, &c. 
Say they, We want Comveniency, we have no 
room to Kneel. 

To theſe we Anſwer, That where fuch a 
thing is omitted our of Neceſſity, not Negli.' 

ence Or Contempt, we believe God will not 
impute ittothem, neither do we accuſe them 
for it. 

But then we cannot but obſerve, that this 
is not the general Reaſon of Omitting this: 
Part of God*s Worſhip among you. For, 

1. Firſt, It is not your Cuſtom to Kneet 
in your Publick Worſhip, though you have 
Conveniency, as is manifeſt from the Pra- 
Eicein all your Meetings ; in which I'could 

never 


142 Of Bodily Worſhip, Chap. IV, 
never learn that any one Kneeled: on ths 
contrary you condemn Us who do. 

2. When you want Convenienc y for Kneel- 
ing, You might Stand at your Prayers ; which 
isa Scrip ture-poſture as well as Kneeling. You 
_—_ bow your Bodies when you come into 
God”s Preſence ; you might continue Unco- 
vered whiPſt in it : But you omit all theſe, as 
well as Kneeling ; and thereby plainly ſhew, 
that your Neglect in this Point, is an Effet 
of Choice, not Neceſſity. . 

3- If Kneeling at Publick Prayers be a Duty, 
we are obliged to provide Conveniency for it; 
for it 15 certainly a Sin, to ſuffer any Part of 
God's Service to be omitted , for want of 
Care. Iris as caſie to provide Conveniency 
for Kneeling, as for Sitting, in Publick Aſſem- 
blies : And if we conſider how Careful moſt 
People are to provide Seats for their Eaſe, 
and how Negligent to make any Proviſion 
for Kneeling; 'Tis but too manifeſt a Sign 
(whatever 1s pretended) that they are much 
more zealous for their Eaſe, than for the 
Service of God. 

But what Conveniency is it that Men de- 
ſire? Ir is eafie for them to have as much 
Conveniency as St. Paul and his Congrega- 
tion had, when they kneeled on the Shore, 
AZ. 20. If they had the Devorion of Saint 
Paul, they would not fail to imitate his Ex- 
ample : Be ye followers (faith he) of me,' as 1 
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am of Chriſt. St. Paul followed the Example 
of Chriſt in this Particular ; and furely we 
ought to follow his,except we think our ſelye; 
grown Wiſer than he was, or preferr our 
Eaſe to our Duty. 

But the Truth of the Matter , as it ſeems 
to me, is, That your Negle&ing to Kneel ac 
the moſt ſolemn of all Chriſtian Ordinances, the 
Lord's-Supper , does harden you againſt Re+ 
werence in the other Parts of Divine Worſhip. 
And itis no wonder it ſhou'd do ſo; for if 
Reverence be not thought Neceſſary in that 
Dy, it may well ſcery Unneceſlary in any 
other. 


(144Y. 
GHAPY.: 
Of the Lord's Supper. 


S'E C T. I. 


What the Holy Scriptures +; jon COrcerns 
ing the Frequency of Celebrating it. 


I. T H E Fifth Main and Subſtantial Part 

of the ordinary Worſhip of God, in the 
Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, is, the Celebration of the 
Lord's-Snpper. - It is not to be expected that 
I ſhould treat concerning the Preparation 
requiſite in the Receivers, or any of thoſe 
other Circumſtance; which are generally 
agreed on "as neceſſary in this Matter, and 
concerning which ſo many excellent 'Trea- 
tiles are extant. I ſhall confine my ſelf to 
one Point, and that is the Frequency of it, as 
a Publick A&# of Worſhip ; and Examine, Firſt, 
What the: Þftitution and Pratice of the Church 
of God, in Scripture, teach us, as to this Par- 
ticular. Secondly, Compare our Pratice 
therewith. And, Thirdly, The Pra#ice of 
thoſe who differ from us. 

As tothe Frequency of Celebrating the Lord's- 
Supper, T find many People of Opinion, That 
the Scriptures have determined nothing in its 

an 
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and that therefore it is intirely left to the 
Diſcretion of the Miniſfter;, how often they 
will Celebrate it, and to the People's, haw 
often they will receive it : And thar on this 
Account, every one is left to judge for him-- 
ſelf, when he will be a Partaker of it, as he 
thinks it moſt for his Comfort and Edification ; * 
which makes the Celebration and Reteiving it 
ſo Arbitrary a thing, that many never receive 
it atall. And the Univerſal Negle& of it 
is become one of the Crying Sins of theſe 
Kingdoms, and a great Objection againſt the 
Reformation. 

But if we conſider the I»/titution of this 
Sacrament, it will help us to paſs a right Judg- 
ment, as to the Obligation of the Frequency 
that lies on us. I ſhall endeavour to make 
this plain in the following Particulars. 


1. Our Saviour, when he had bleſſed, broken, 
and delivered the Bread to his Ds/ciple;, Com- 
manded them to Take, Eat, and Do This, 
that they ſaw: Him do, i» Remembrance of 
him : And when He had Bleſſed the Cup, and 
gruen it to them, he Commanded them to 
Drink all of it 5 and as often as they Drink it, 
to do it mm Remembrance of him, 1 Cor. 11. 26. 
Now I conceive the moſt Natural Interpre- 
tation of theſe Words of our Sawvienr, Do 
This im Remembrance of Me, and This do Ye as 
often as you drink it, in + a: of Me, to 

ba, 
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be, as if he had ſaid, - * We have now Ce- 
© lebrated together the Fewiſh Paſſover in 
E Remembrance of qur Fore fathers delivge 
* rance out of Egypt. But TI am about v 
* purchaſe for you by my Death a much 
* more gloriaus deliverance from the ſlavery 
of Siz, and the power of Hell. And I 
* order you for the future to do this (which 


{you ſee done by Me) in Remembrance of 


* Me, as what you have hitherto done, has 
* been in Remembrance of your Delive- 
* rance out of Egypt. From this I"/#itution 
it appears, 

1. That the Lord*s-Supper is ſubſtituted in 
the place of the Paſſover, which was Com- 
manded by the Law to be Celebrated once 
in the Year ; and that in a place appoin- 
red by God, where all Trae! were to allemble 
for it. 

- 2. That Our Saviour has confin'd us to no 
Place, or prefixt time for the Celebration of 
| bis Supper that ſucceeds it 5 which makes it 
much more eaſie for us to abſerve it, and 
renders us much more inexcuſable if we neg- 
lect it. 
| 3+ Since Our Saviour has taken off the 
Confinement to Time and Place, that made 
the Paſſever ſuch a Burthen. It follows that 
they who Celebrate it ſeldomer than the Fews 
did their Paſſover, muſt needs have leſs regard 
t the memory of Chriſt's Death, and the 
| deliverance 
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deliverance wrought by it, than the Fews 
had to their Deliverance out of Epypr : 
There being no other imaginable reaſon that 
#can tempt them to neglect puritying them- 
ſelves for this folemnity of Ferſhiv, and fre- 
quenting it, but the deadneſs of their Hearts 
towards Chrif, and the want of Sexe , 
Gratitude and Love towards their Maſter. 

4. Chriſt's poſitive Command to Ds his 
in Remembrance of Him, &c. muſt oblige us 
in ſome Times, and in /ome Circumſtances : 
And there can be no better way of determi- 
ning when We are obliged to doit, than by 
obſerving when God in his goodneſs give us 
Opporcunity, for either we are then obliged 
to doit, or elſe we may chooſe whether we 
will ever do it or no; there being no better 
means of determining the frequency, than 
this of Goa*s giving us the opportunity. And 
the ſame Rule holding in all other general , 
poſitive Commands, ſuch as in thoſe that 
oblige us to Charity, we may be ſure it holds 
likewiſe in this. Therefore whoever flights, 
- or negleas any Opportunity of Receivirg , 
which God affords him, does fin as certainly 
as hewho being enabled byGod topertorman 
A& of Charity , and invited by. a fir Ob- 
jet, negledts to Relieve him, or ſhnes up 
his Bowels of Compaſlion again{t him ; con- 
cerning whom the Scripture affures us, Thar 
the Love of God dwells not in him : And th: 
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Argument is rather ſtronger againſt him who 
negleds this Holy Sacrament ; for how can 
it be ſuppoſed that Man has a true 'love 
for his Saviour, or a due ſenſe of his /uffe- 
rings who refuſes, or negle&s to remember 
the greateſt of all Benefits, in the eaſieſt man- 
ner, tho' Commanded to do it by his Redeem- 
er, and invited by a fair opportunity of God's 
own offering. | 

5- It is manifeſt _ that if it be not owr own 
Faults, we may have an Opportunity every 
LorPs Day when we meet together ; And 
therefore that Church is guilty of laying a- 
fide this Command, whoſe Order of Worſhip 
doth not require 'and provide for this Pra- 
&ice. Chriſt's Command ſeems to lead us 
dire&ly toit : For, Do this in remembrance of 
Ate, implies that Chriſt was to leave them 
that they wereto meet together after he was 
g0ne'z and that he required them to remem- 
ber him at their Meetings whilſt he was ab- 
ſent. The veryDeſign of our Publick Meet- 
ings On the Lord"s-day, and not on the Few- 
ith Sabbath, 15 to remember, and keep up in 
our Minds a ſenſe of what Chriſt did and ſuf- 
fered for us; till He come agam and this we 
are. ooliged to do, not in ſuch a manner as 
our own Invention ſuggeſts, but by {uch means 
as Chriſt himſelf has preſcribed to us ;, that 1s , 
by celebrating this Holy Sacrament. 


It ſeems then probable from the very Þ#i- 
| | tution 
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tution of this Sacrament, that our Saviour de- 
ſigned it ſhould be a part of God's Service, 
in all the ſolemn Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, as 
the Paſſover was in the Yearly Aſſemblies of 
the Jews. To know therefore how often 
Chirſt requires us to celebrate this Feaſt, we 
have no more to do, but to enquire how of- 
zen Chriſt requires us to Meer together 3 that 
is, at leaſt every Lord*s-Day. 

IT. And the ſame is farther manifeſt , in 
the ſecond place, from the Examples of the 
Apoſtles, and of the Churches of God in the 
New Teſtament. They cannot be ſuppoſed 
but to have wnder/tood what Chriſt meant by 
theſe Words, Do this in remembrance of Me 
and if it appears that they did make this 
Feaſt a conſtant part of their Ordinary Worſhip, 
we may ſafely conclude, That Chir# meant 
it ſhould be fo. And here tis obſervable , 
That we do not find any ſolemn ſtated Meeting of 
Chriſtians for Worſhip in the whole New Teſt a- 
ment without it. 

At firſt the Diſciples had their Meetings 
every Day, and then they likewiſe daily re- 
ceived this Sacrament, Ats 2. 46. And they 
continued daily with one Accord in the Temple , 
and in breakins Bread from Houle to Hou: ; 
And St. Paul ſuppoſes that their Meeting to- 
gether was on purpoſe, and with expreſs 
Deſign to Celebrate this' Feaſt, 1 Cor. 10,20. 


When ye come together therefore into cone place , 
bl this 
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this is not to eat the Lords-Supper 5 which in- 
timates, That one main Deſign of their co- 
ming together, was and ought to have been , 
to eat the Lord's Supper ; tho? by their mif- 
behaviour they ſo corrupted the Ordinance , 
that it could not be called His Sapper. 

If one ſhould now reprove Chriſtians , 
whom they obſerve to miſ-behave themſelves 
in Church, in theſe Words : When you come to- 
gether into cne place, this is not to bear the VVord 
of God Preached to you 5 for on? is Talking, and 
ancther is Sleeping: V Vouw'd notevery Body 
conclude, "That in the Opinion of the Repre- 
wer, the Hearing the VVord of God Preached, 
ought to be one Endof their coming toge- 
ther ? And then ſurely the Apoftles faying 
that when you come together into one place, this 
7s not to eat the Lord's Supper, &C. gives us 
ground to conclude, that in his Opinion , 
Eatimg the Lora's Supper ought to be one con- 
ſtant End cf our coming together. V Vhich 
is further ianifeſt from the Advice he gives 
them, Verſ. 33. Wherefore, my Brethren , 
when ye come together t0 eat, tarry one for another. 
One End therefore of their coming together , 
was, as Children come together in a Fami- 
ty at Meal-time, that is, to be fed at their 
Father's Table : For what the Apoſtle called 
in the former Verle, coming together into 
one p/ace ; in this Verſe he calls,coming toge- 
ther ro eat 5 intimaring, that a main _ of 

their 
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their coming together 1mto one place, was 
to edt. 

. When the Meeting of Chriftians came 
to be fixed to the Firſ# Day of the Week, or 
the Lord's Day, the Breakiig of Bread was 
likewiſe brought to the ſame Day : So A#s 
20. 7. And upon the firſt Day of the Week, when 
the Diſciples came together to break Bread, Paul 
preached anto them. From which words we 
may conclude two things : Firſt "That the 
Firſt Day of the Week was the Diſciples 
time of Publick V Vorſhip. Secondly, That 
the Breaking of Bread, or celebrating the 
Holy Euchariſt, wasa part of that V Vorſhip. 
The Scripture 13 as plain for the one as the 0- 
ther. There have been ſome Diſputes rai- 
ſed about Changing the Day of Worſhip from 
the Laſt to the Firſt Day of the Week, and 
this place is uſually produced to juſftifie the 
Change ; and ſure the ſame place is as clear 
for the Celebration of the Lord"s-Supper on 
that Day, a$for the Obſervation of the Day it 
ſelf, inſtead of the Sabbath. And therefore 
whoever wilfully paſſes the Lord'c- Day with- 
out it, doth not obſerve it as the Scriptures 
from the Practice of the Diſciples, dire& 
us to do. | 

4. I haveendeavoured all along to confine* 
my ſelf to the plain words of Scriprure, and 
to uſe ſuch Arguments only, as the mEeaneſt 
Perſons might be able to judge of from their 
| 4. Bibles 1 
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Bibles: Yet in a Controverted place of Scrip- 
ture Concerning the meaning of a Com- 
mand of Chriſt, relating to ſome poſitive Du- 
-. , I take the conſtant practice of the Church 
rom the Apoſtles downward, to be a good 

| __means of - determining the ſence of it : and as 
there is not any Example of a ſtated Aſſem- 
bly for Worſhip in the New-Teftament with- 
out the Lord's-Supper, ſo I think there is not 
any Example of that Nature in all Antiquity. 
For the truth of which, I appeal to thoſe that 
ll are skill'd in it. The nearer we come to the 
| Apoſtles, we ſhall {till find the Lord"s-Sapper 

the mo:e punctually obſerved, as a conſtant 
part of the Ordinary Service of the Church : 
And 'tis remarkable, that when firſt ſome 
who had been preſent at the Prayers and 
Preaching of the Church began to go away 
from the Publick Aſſemblies without Receiving 
(which was a corruption that came in about 
3<o Years after Chriſt) it was looked on as 
ſo great an Innovation and breach of the 
Scripture-Rule, that the Church decreed who- 
ſoever was guilty of ic ſhould be Excommu- 
nicated. ©<o, particularly the Ninth of thoſe 
commonly called the Canons of the Apoſtles, 
and the ſecond Canon of the Council of Antioch. 
Thus the Practice of the Church continued 
for many Ages. And tho? the generality of 
Men could not he perſuaded cqrplantly ro 
partake of the L' rd"s-Supper, after the Diſ- 
| cipling 
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cipline of the Church was diſſolved, and the 
Piety of Men began to cool, yet ſtill it was 
Celebrated on the Lord"s. Day, according to 
the firſt ſettled Pra&ice of the Church. 

5. And indeed the corrupt practice of the 
ſolitary Maſles of the _ is a further evi- 
dence of its being counted Originally apart of 
the ordinary Worſhip of God, 1 think it 1s con- 
feſled by all, even by the Papi/ts themſelves, 
that thoſe Maſſes had their Original from 
the univerſal corruption and negligence of 
Chriſtians ; for whilſt the People had either 
Piety or Zeal, they communicated with 
the Biſhop, or Miniſters, in every Aſſembly, 
at leaſt a comperent number of them : Bur 
when Piety and Devotion were 1n a manner 
loſt in the corrupt Ages of the Church, it 
came to paſs, that tho' the Miniſter C onſe- 
crated the Elements every Lerd's-day, accor- 
ding to the Example of the Holy Scriptures, 
and Antiquity, yet he could prevail with few 
or none to 1eccive with him, but was often 
forced to receive alone. This was a great 
Corruption and a falling from the Seriprure- 
precedent ; but the Roman Church inſtead of 
Reforming the Abuſe, by obliging che People 
to receive as formerly, : corrupted her Prin- 
Ciples, as well as Practice, and decreed it 
lawful and ſufficient for the Pr:e/t to receive 
alone. Y t this abuſe ſhews us what ſhould 
be, and what has teen the jredice z and na 
ng 
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the Church has conſtantly reckoned the Lord's- 
Sapper, as an ordinary part of Publick Wor 
ſpin Chriftien Aſſemblies on ſolemn Days ; 
and ſure then to lay it aſide can be termed no 
leſs than an Þwvemion of our own, ſince we 
can neither in Scripture, or in the Church of 
God for 1400 Years together, (which is a ſuf- 
ficient : Commentary on the Scripture Text) 
produce. one Example of a ſtated folemn 
Chriſtian Afſembly without it. 


SECT. IL 
The Prattice of Our Church as to Fre- 


quent Communions. 


HH Aving thus conſider'd the Rules and 
Examples that the Scriptures afford us 
in this point, let us in the ſecond place com- 
pare the Rules and Prattices of Oar Church 
with this Pattern, I will not pretend that 
they come fully up to it, this being the moſt 
defective part of the Refcymation z but I doubt 


-not,, on view, 1t will appear, that Ou# Church 


comes nearer the Scripture precedent, than 
perhaps any other. 

"Twas the deſign. of the Reformation to 
throw ot the corruptions of -the Church of 
Rome, and to bring'things back to what was 
practiſed in the Apoſtles-time, and in the purer 
Ages of the Charch. And as to the preſent 
point 
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point before us; Our Reformers found two cor- 
ruptions Crept. itt by time : The firſt was, 
That the Prief received the Lord's-Supper 
alone, without the people, which deftroyed 
the Nature of this Holy Sacrament, as a Com- 
munion ; The fecond was, That the People 
thought ap had ſufficiently obſerved the 
Lord's-day i they faw Maſs, without under- 
ftanding it, or receiving. Our Church there- 
fore to Reform the firtt of theſe, Ordains, 
That there ſhall be no Communion except 4 
(or 3 at the leaſt) Communicate with the 
Prieſt. So where 3 are willing to Receive, 
the Miniſters may proceed to the Holy Com 
munion Every Lord" s-day. For our Saviour has 
promiſed that H/hbere rwo or three are met to- 
gether he will be in the midſt of them. 

Three therefore make a Congregation, and 
have a Title to the Ordinances of Chrift ; and 
there is no reaſon that the Obſtinacy or Neg- 
Hgence of others ſhould hinder ſuch as are 
willing from Worſhipping God, according to 
his IÞſtitution ; and therefore Our Church has 
taken care to provide for them, by Ordering 
that ſome part of the Communion-Service bs 
read every Lord*s day 5 both with defign to 
pat all People in mind of their Duty, and 
to accommodate fuch as can be prevail'd on 
herein to live up co the Rules of Scriptare, 
and the praftice of the Primitive Church. 


2. "I'm 
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- 2. *Tis Ordered, That in Cathedral and 
Collegiate Churches and Colleges where there 
are many Prieſts and Deacons, they ſhall all 
_— the Communion every Sunday at the 
leaſt. 

3- That every Pariſhoner ſhall Communi- 
cate at leaſt three times in the Year, whereof 
Eaſter to be one ; and ſurely ſuch as cannot 
fit themſelves ſo often, muſt, in their own 
Opinion, be out of the ftate of Grace, and 
deſerve to be Excommunicated by the 
Church. 

4. Laſtly, As to our Practice we have 
prevailed fo far, that Univerfally the Lord's- 
Supper is Celebrated Thrice every Year; and 
where either our Per{waſions, Arguments, 
or Entreaties can prevail with our People, 
we have Monthly Communions; and in 
Cities and large Towns, by the changing the 
Monthly Days in ſeveral Churches, People 
that are-devoutly diſpoſed, have Opportuni- 
ties of Receiving Weekly : And we have 
reaſon to bleſs God that our Church wants 
not ſome, and I hope'I may ſay many 
ſuch. W 
5. Upon the whole, ic muſt be confe(- 
ſed, That to hold Solemn Aſſemblies of 
Chriſtians without Communicating, is a 
corruption of Pcpery, and came in by diffo- 
lation of Manners, and flackning of the 
Diſcipline of the Church; and tho? we have 
? not 
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not been able to Root-out and Reform this 
Popiſh Pratice intirely, yet we have done 
our Endeavour ; and, by God's Blefling, 
may ſay we have- made ſome progreſs in 
it ; infomuch that if .we take that for 
Ordinary which has a conſtant fixed time 
for its Obſervation 3 the Holy Sacrament 
is an Ordinary part of our publick Service of 


And I verily perſwade my ſelf, That by 
God's Afliſtance we ſhould have brought our 
People before now to the Scripture-Order of 
conſtant Weekly Communicating, had not 
the Ill Example and Obſtinacy of thoſe that 
ſeparate from our Church, encouraged them 
in their Negligence, and weakened our Diſ- 
cipline : For our Church orders Non Commu- 
nicants to be preſented and puniſhed ; and 
our Miniſters do not generally flatter the Peo- 
ple in their Sin; or diſſemble their Duty in 
this point; but frequenely and earneftly, by 
Sermons, Admonitions, and Treatiſes purpoſely 
publiſhed to this intent, preſs them to it; and 
therefore we are blameleſs before God and 
Man. Nor is it our Fault that the practice 
of our People is not Reformed, according 
to the Pattern of the Apoffolick Church, and 
the Rules of ow» Own : So that we cannot be 
accuſed of laying aſide the Commandments of 
God, or of teaching any Dodtrine of our own 
broention, in this particular ; tho” we are yet 
0) 
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too far ſhort of the Primitive Pradttice and 
Inſt itut10n. 


SECT. III. 
The Praftiſe of the Djſſenters about Free 


quency of Communicating. 


I. Y Come now (according to my former 

Method) to Yow , my Friends, who 
Diſſent from us, and intreat You to Examine , 
with Me, your Principles and Practice, by 
theſe Scripture Rules and Examples : And 
here firſt I muſt obſerve co you, That you 
have no fixt or ſet Times for the Adminiltra- 
tion of this Sacrament ; on the contrary , 
your Dzre&ory orders, That the times how often 
rhis is to be Celebrated may be conſidered and de- 
termined by the Miniſters and otherChurch-Gover- 
nour 5 of each Congregation, as they (hall find moſt 
convenient for the Comfort and Edification of the 
People committed to their charge : By which 
Rule, the Lord's-Supper is Excluded trom be- 
ing any ordinary conſtant part of God's 
Service,it being referred to the Diſcretion of 
the Miniſters and Elders of each Congregation 
to determine, as in other occaſional things , 
how often the People ſhall have the comfort 
of it. It had been as reaſonable to referr it 
to their Diſcretion how often the People 
ſhou'd have the comfort of Hearing the 
| Scriptures 
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Scriptures read, of joyning in the Praiſes of 
God, or in Prayers to Him 3; which yet they 
determine they are obliged to every Lord*s-Day. 
Had they made the ſame Rule for the Holy 
Communion, they had, indeed, conformed 
to the Scripture-Precedent, and might have 
pretended to ſome Reformation : But' to 
leave the Celebration of this Feaſt altoge- 
ther Diſcretionary, I have ſhewed to be 
dire&ly againſt what we find practiſed in 
Scripture. | 

II. V Vhereas itisa Corruption of Popery, 
to ſuffer the Peopleto be preſent at the Pub- 
lickAfſſemblies for V Vorthip and Celebration 
of the Lox#s-Supper, without being obliged to 
Recelve ; your Teachers, inſtead of endea- 
youring to Reform this Abuſe and Innovation, 
have fallen into another Practiſe as unprece- 
dented in Seripture, the Excluding this Sa- 
crament intirely from your Ordinary ſolemn 
Meetings. And truly, in this Point, you 
ſeem more inexcufable than the Papi/ts them- 
{<:7e;; for the Papiſts order the Elements to 
be Conſecrated every Lord's-Day, and di- 
ſtributed to thoſe that defire it : Bur your 
Teachers neither Offer it tothe People, nor In- 
vite them to it z nay, fo fararethey from it, 
that they do not % much as afford an Oppor- 
twnity to thoſe that defire to be conſtant Re. 
ceivers : V Vhich is plainly to multiply the 
Abuſes introduced by Popery, inſtead of Re- 
forming them. III. They 
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IIT. They razely preſs their People to Com- 
municate : They have few Sermons orDiſcourſes 
to that purpoſe ; and many of them condemn 
our Zeal, for endeavouring to reſtore the 
conſtant "Communion precedented in Scrip- 
cure. 

I muſt further make you ſenſible, that your 
Practice is yet worſe than your Principles. 
Your Dire#ory owns, that the Communion, or 
Supper of the Lord, is frequently to be Celebra- 
ted, &c. But it fares with this, as with all 
other indefinite Rules; they ſignifie only , 
that People may do what they pleaſe in the 
caſe. No body can certamiytell what fre- 
quently, many, of ten, Or convenient, =— 
and therefore, where only theſe Words 
are uſed in a Rule, it is little better, than 
to have no Rule at all, as appears in this 
very Caſe : For, when People were relaxed 
from the particular and certain Rules of 
our Church, by the firſt breaking off of 
thoſe of your Perſaſion from us, the Lord's 
Supper was laid aſide wholly, for feveral 
Years, by ſome Congregations ; and at laft 
too many came to look on it as a Matter of 
no conſtant Neceflity. I appeal to You, whe- 
ther it is not yet reckoned a great thing 
among many of you, if once in a Year or 
two a Communion be celebrated in one of 
your Meetings : nay, among ſome of you, 
it is often omitted for ſeveral Years toge- 
ther 
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cher ; and in ſome Places, for ten,or more. 
I fear I may ſay, Your Peeple genegally have 
too little Senſe of the Obligation o;RgReiving it 
at all; and yorwr Miniſters indulge there /o far 
inthis Corruption, that 'a Man may live com- 
fortably amongſt you, and with the Reputation of 
a Profeſſur, to Thirty or Fuxty Years of Age, 
and never Receive at all : And by.the beſt 
Enquiry 1 cou'd make, I cou'd not compute 
that Oze in Tez that go to your Meet ing's ever 
Receive, rhrough the whele courſe of their Lives, 
notwithſtanding Chr:;/*s pofitive Command 
to doit in remembrarce of Him. So unhappily 
are Men over-ſeen in laying aſide the Cox:- 
mand: of God, for their Own Inventions, 1 
ſhould be glad to find that I weremiftaken in 
this Computation: In the mean time, you mit 
give me leave to tell you plainly, Thar this 
Practiſe of Rare or No Communion, is [0 Pecii- 
Liariy your own, that I think you are altogether 
ſingularin it;, andare lo far trom having any 
Precedent for it in Scripture, that I doubt 
whether any Precedent can be found tor you, 
even amongſt ihe moſt degenerared or Bar- 
barons People that ever called themſelves Chr:;- 
{+1ans. 


And therefore, if you have either any 
true Regard tor Scripture, or Reverence tor 
the Conſtant and Univerſal Practice of the 
Church of God. You ought to refiect upon your 

M Practiie 
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Practice herein; and conſider how You can 
anſwer it to God, or your Conſciences. 

I will not Examine the Reaſons, common- 
ly givenfor your Omilſions in this weighty 
Afﬀair, ſince it is manifeſt no Reaſon of Man's 
Invention ought to be admitted for dire& D;/- 
obedience to Chriſt*s Command. If you are Chri- 
ſtians in earneſt, you ought, as often as you 
have Opportmnity, to remember the great 
Love of Our Lord and Maſter, as he has 
Commanded ; And your Miniſters ought to 
take care to afford you frequently ſuch Oppor- 
tunities, It yeu or they nepglet this, I do 
not ſee how you can with Reaſen inſiſt fo 
much on the Purity and Obſervation of Chriſt's 
Tmſtitution. 


k 
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CONCLUSION. 


Have gone through the Five Principdl 
| ; Parts of the Publick Worſhip of God 3 and 
(T hope) in all of theth have made good 
what I firft undeftook ; and ſhewed, that 
there needs no mote to juſtifie the Publick 
Service of our Chureh, than to cotapate it 
wich the Rafes and Exdmiples of Scripture. I 
have orfly a few Words to add; by way of 
Coneluſron, firft to my Brethren of the Clergy, 
and theri to the Lay who aft undet ry 
Charge, 
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To the Conformim CLERGY 
f DERRY. 


tr. Af ND Fit, as co you, My Brethrer, 
A that are of Onr Commimnricn, and own 

My Authotity, Yee Ne, as a Brother, and a 
Fellow-Eaboures, Exhort you to'be 'Fhank- 
ful eo God that has Enerulted you with fuch 
an Excellent Mihiftry ant Szrviee ; which 
being'bifk on fo ſire 4 Folindation as the 
Word of God , ct hever bet fRaken, of put 
M 2 Yau 
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you to any great Difficulty to defend it, 


ſince you need no more than the plain 
Words of your Bibles, without -Glofs;- or 
Commentators, to aſſert and juſtifie it. 


2. Let me recommend to you Reverence, 
Devotion and Diligence , in the Uſe of this 
Service. I have already obſerved, That there 
is a Language of Geſtures rather more ſignifi- 
cant and affe&ting than that of Words. It 
becomes us therefore, not only to Love. and 
Ule our Service, butlikewiſe to recommend 
it to the People, by a diſtin& and affe&io- 
nate manner of Pronouncing and Reading 
it, and by a;deyout and grave Behaviour at 
it, 'This can never be preſſed too much 
on-you, or-on others by you ; ſince ?tis ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to give Life and Efficacy to 
it ; as the contrary will expoſe the beſt and 
moſt ſacred thing to contempt, and bring a 
greater /Diſparagement-vn. our Servite, = 
all Our- Adver/ſaries Endeavours, can ever do. 
Though Our Service be Appointed by God, 
and' Warranted , by Scripture ;' yet even;God”s 
Appointments are Abommations.to him , when 
{eparated from; the heart, and are only ac- 
ceptable #0 him, - as. they contribute to h:- 
ward Devotion, Let me therefore . jntreat 
youto labqurſo to perform the Serwice-of Our 
Cburch, thatit may attain the End for which 
God bas defig'd- His Warſup,, © > 
71:6 7 | et ih SINCE 
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3. Since the Serwice of Our Church is fuch 
as God has' required'in his Word, let nothing 
diſcourage' us in the Uſe of it : Let us re- 
member that we perform it in Obedience 
to God ;; And though ſome Hate; ſome Re- 
vile, and fome Deſpiſe it , yer that the Au- 
thour of ir is able to Vindicate it -This is 
no New Thing, *Tis the Entertainment the 
World has generally given God's Service, and 
his Traths : And therefore neither Obſti- 
nacy, :.Perverſeneſs, or Negligence of the 
People, whom you are to Perlwade, ought 
to Diſcourage you. Be Diligent, be Conſtant * 
be Reſolute, and be-aflured, that God will 
always:give you Succeſs, 1o far as is necef-': 
ſary to ſupport his 7Trach. All Means aro 
therefoxe. to be attempted ; and. when one 
taileth, another 1s to_be applied-: :And the 
more averſe. People':{cem to the-Way of 
Worſhip preſcribed by God, and the more 
eager they are for any Corruption, the more 
Induſtry.;-is ro; be ufed to bring them off 
from it; and when all' other Means fail , 
carneſt Prayers and: Interceſſions wich God fill 
remain : :We are never to.Deſpain,: whiPtt 
we have God's Truth on our fide, though 
whole Provinces | ſhould fall off - irom No 
Chureh ;z As -all they in Aſia did from Saint 
Paul.'-2 Tim, 1. 15: >Though few or none 
ſhould: believe our Row, as it happened to 
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Our Saviour Himſelf, yet God will have a 
Reward for the Faithful Endeavonrs of his 
Miniſters : And therefore we muſt not de- 
ſiſt, though People ſeem Obftinate'z but 
ſealon, and aut of ſeaſon, by Exhortation and 
Writing, by all Means of Importunity and 
— we muſt preſs them to their Duty, 
and endeavour to bring them back to the 
Purity of God's Warfbip, as he has inſtituted 


it, 


4+ Let me put you in mind, Phat the 
Motives you have ta do. your Duty, are 
the moſt Noble and Generous that can be : 
And you haye this Advantage, that you can- 
not be. ſuppoſed to.be'zeaJous mz your Of: 
fice, out of any private Intexeſt, ox: prope 
of particular Profit. Your Maintenance and 
Preferments are afcertained to you by Law, 
and do, not depend:on the Vohneary Con- 
tribution of the, People. And as you are 
under no. Temptation to. pleate them, by 
complying with. their Vices. or Humours ; 
ſo neither- can you be ſuſpeRedto ho Dili- 
gent and' Induſtrious-in your: Office, ous of 
any {uch mean Conſiderations. Since there- 
fore what Pains you take, may« well-be ſup- 
poſed to. proceed only. from Senſe of Dury , 
and: the Love of God, | let me intreat- you 
to labour in it. Ie is certain, Phat ricither 
Popularity, Fadtion, nop Weeldly- Interedd, 


can 
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can inflaetice you to this, ſo as they may 
ſome, that have no other way to attain to 
Honour , or Support , but by making or 
' gaining a Party, But God forbid that true 
Piety and Zeal for Souls, ſhould work 
leſs effeually upon you, than thoſe carnal 
and ſervile Motives do on others. 


Let me therefore carneſtly encourage and 
intreat you to do it more and more, and 
that you will endeavour to become al! things 
to all Men ; and decline none of thoſe Arts 
which are allowable, when applicd, to gain 
the People to Truth and Holineſs; but very 
Wicked, when employed to divide and ſe- 
duce them. 


5- Let me put you in mind, That you 
are Minifters of the Go'pel, and not of a 
Party : And therefore it concerns you 
to mind the common Intereſt of Holmeſs 
and Religion, more than thoſe Differences 
that are often of little Concern in them- 
ſelves, and are inſiſted on only as the Oc- 
cafions and Badges of thoſe People, who 
being reſolved to ſeparate themſelves, are 
obliged to rake up little Differences for a Di- 
ſtin&tion. The lefs you meddle with theſe 
Difputes, it is commonly the better : And 
indeed it is not prudent to mention them, 
till Mens Minds be fitted and prepared by a 
M 4 true 
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true Scnie of - tae great Duties of Religicn ; 
And then the beſt way,, perhaps, will be, 
to ſhew of what little. weight they are, to 
cauſe or juitifie Diviſions or Quarrels amonglt . 
Chriſtians. | | | 


I am well aware that it may be;objeted 
to vs, That whillt we pref, tne great Duties 
of the Firſt and Second Table, and ſpend 
ory Pains and Diigence in Defending oux 
Cramen Chriſtianity againit Papiſts, Secim- 
£35, Deiſt's and Atheiſts, thoſe that arc our 
Adwverſaries in theſe lefſer Points, have made 
their Advantage of Our bcing employed 
againft the Cr Enemy, to undermine 
us with the Pcople ; nay, that ſome of 
them have even joined with thoſe Encmics 
to pull down Our Corſtituticr, _Buriyet I 
periwade my {eli, that we are in leſs ka- 
Zard from them, whilſt we de our Duty, 
and. apply our ſelves to the great. and 
commen_. Obligations of Ow Hay. Rel:- 
24ic:;, than if we ſhould Jeave hz, expo- 
ſed to the Aifaults of Our conmmun Ene- 
ics, to guard our ſelves from the At- 
tempts of ſuch back Friends, We muſt 
therefore have an Eye to them ; but the 
ther, the Great and Common Truths and 
Du;ics of the Geſpe/, muſt be. our, main 


Bnſinets. f 


I might 


To the Diſſenting Miniſters of Derry. 16g 


I might add many more Remarks proper 
to. my. preſent. Subjet, but I know your 
own Prudexce and Obſervation are {ufficient to 
ſugzeſt them to,you ; I. ſhall only add my 
Prayers for ,you, that God will encreaſe your 
Wiſdom and Zeal, and effeftually turn them 
to his own Glory. 


To the Diſſenting Miniſters of Derry. 


Ut as to 7s, My Brethren, That diſown 

LI my Communion and Authority, I have 
reaſon to fear that what I ſhall offer to you, 
may. receive ſome prejudices, from my Stg- 
ticy and Charadter, with which you ſeem of; 
{ended.: Yet reaſon is reaſon from whomſoe- 
ver it proceeds; and I only deſire that you, 
would weigh ſeriouſly what I haye here of- 
fred, in defence of the Service.of Our Church; 
andit the Arguments do not convince %u, yet 
ler me pray You to reflet thus far on the mat- 
ter, as to remember that all Mens minds are 
not of the ſame make ; and that it becomes 
Tow, and all good-Men, at leaſt to treat Our, 
Service with reſpe& ; ſince we believe, and. 
think we have proved, That it 1s clearly. 
founded 
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founded on the Word of God. Tt will not ex- 
cufe ſcurrilons or unfeemly Refle&ions on it, 
to fay that we are miſtaken : For all Mer: 
are Elible, and you may as well be miſtaken 
as you fuppoſe We are ; And therefore leſt 
You ſhould be in the wrong, it will be the 
fafeſt way to be modeſt in cenſuring. 


No Man ought to take it ill that another 
propoſes Reaſons againſt his Opinion ; but to 
ſeoff at, or revile any pradice, or opinion that 
another believes to be founded on the Word 
of God, is not only ill Manners, but is of 
dangerous Conſequence ; being apt to breed 
Bitterneſs, and Animoſities between the Par- 
ties: And if it ſhould happen in a Caſe where 
the Prafice, or Opinion is really Warranted by 
the Word of God, it would be a Blaſpheniy 
and Impiety, And therefore in all Matters 
of” Religion we ought to avoid this manner 
of Treatment ; and whatever Book uſes it, 
we need tronbfe our fetves no farther with it, 
for it certainly'is written only to ferve a Par- 
ty, and not Truth. 


There is another thing that in Tufice I 
think I may requeft of 74, which is, That 
ir Tur Worſhip and Prattice, You will not make 
the Difference between us ſeem greater than 
really it is. To, abſtain from a thing con- 
foffedto be Iawfulin he Service of God, _ 

Y 
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ly becauſe obſerved by us, is ſurely very far 
from a Spirz* of Meekneſs and Moderation : 
And therefore | may hope that you will not 
Indulge Your People in ſuch affefted diftances, 
that can ſerve to no other purpoſe, but to 
make Parties irreconcilable ; and muſt pro- 
ceed from a greater bitterme/s of Spirit than a 
good Man can be guilty of toward; any Chri- 


{tian. 


And that Jou may anderftand my Mind 
the better in thrs Matter, I will give Tow a 
few Inftances that I hope will be inoffen- 
ſve; and in which we may juftly expe&t 


Tour Compliance. 


»- The firſt is in the uſe of the Lorfs- 
Prayer whach is owned in Year larger Cate- 
chifm, to be Net only for Direction, as a Pat- 
tor according to which- we are to make other 
Prayers, bus may' be alſo uſed as a Prayer. And 
in your DireFeory 'tis recommended to bemſed 
i» the Prayers of the Church. Yer Faminfor- 
med that You, 1 Brevbrew, of this Diocefs, 
who ſeparate from Ou» Communion, do uni- 
verfally negle& *, and thereby confirm my 
Hearers in an- Opinion to common ano 
them, thav all Foxs of Prayer are unkwhal 
And: that for no- other Reaſbn, that I car 
learry, but to Reep(up-2 Difference fron ug 
in Praftice, where we really agree'iws Poine 
of. Dogrine, 2. Your 
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2. Your ſttimg at Publick Prayers, nay be 
a ſecond Inſtance, in which we may reaſon-: 
ably expe ſome Reformation. "Tis'a-yery" 
irreverent. thing in it ſelf, againſt the Com 
mand and Examples of Scripture, as I. think I 
have ſufficiently ſhewed, -and againſt 'the 
Opinion of Your beſt Caſuiſts, particularly of 
Dr. Ames, de Con(cientia, Lib. 4. Cap 18, 
Seſſio per ſe non eſt geſtus Orandi, quia nullam 
exprimit reverentiam neque im Scripturis appro- 
batur. That is, Sting is not of it ſelf a pc- 
ſtare of Prayer, becauſe it expreſſes 20: Reve- 
renge, neither is it ap oved in Scripture, Yet 
T underſtand that this is the general Poſture 
in which your People offer their publick Pray- 
ers; and either becauſe t is for their Eaſe , 
or becauſe you are unwilling to ſeem to lay 
any ſtreſs on outward Pertormances; orlaſt- 
ly, left you ſhou'd beilike- us, you indulge 
them in it; and ſome. of them. are ſo.igno- 
rant, that they reckon it a piece of Superſti- 
tion 4nN us to-kneel at our Prayers; and are. 
averſe to ourService,amongſt other Reaſons,: 
becauſe this is-required atit. Which Noti- 
ons, I ſuppoſe, you your ſelves.do not.;ap- 
prove ; and therefore we may juſtly expe& 
that you ſhau'd endeavour to inform your Peo- 
le better, and bring them to :a Compliance 
with the Rules of Decency in their Religrous 
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2- My Third Inſtance ſhall be in the Mat. 
ter of the HolySacrament of the Lord's-Supper. 
I ſuppoſe no ſerious confidering Perſons a- 
monglt you can deny but the celebrating it 
ſo ſeldom as.it is done in your Meetings, and 
the Peoples backwardneſs in Receiving it , 
are very great Faults; and therefore we may 
reaſonably expect that you ſhould preſs home 
to your People the Danger of their Negle& , 
and repreſent to themtruly the ſin of it, ſo 
as not to ſuffer any to allume the Name of a 
Profeſſor or a Religious Perſon, that doth not in 
ſome meaſure come up to the Scriptures-Pre- 
cedent in this particular ;z and withal, fo or- 
dered the celebration thereof, that every one 
mayhave ſufficient Opportunities to Receive, 
as the firſt Chriſtians did ; which in your 
preſent way of managing, is impoſhble : 
From whence you may be ſure, yours is not 
the Seripture-way, and theretore needs Refar- 
Mat1om. 


4. Let me put you in mind, That it is or- 
dered by your Direfory (as I- have already 
obſerved) that: ordinarily one Chapter of each 
Teſtament be read at every Meeting, and ſome- 
times more. I think you cannot diſpenſe wich 
this Rule, without; being liable to Juſt Cen- 
fure,. from all that have a true. yalue tor the 
Word of Ged: And yetl am informed thar 

' there 
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there is not one of your Meetings in this D:o- 
czf:, where it is obſerved to: the great Derri- 
ment of our common Chriſtianity, ard 0 
of your Brethren, I know the People are 
fonder of Sermons and LeQures of Humane 
Compoatare, than of the' pure Word of God 
in-its Naked Simplicity ; but you know this 
ro be 2 carnal and ſinful Humour in them ; 
And God forbid any that claims to be a Mi- 
nifter of the Gofpel ſhou'd indulge them in 
x: And therefore as you wou'd maintain a 
due Revererice in the People for the Word of 
Ge4, I chink we may expet your Confor- 
mY to ws in this Particular. 


5. I fuppoſe you very well know that the 
moſt tearnediand fober Nome corformiſt+do own 
that Oveafonel Communion with our Church 
s lawal, and thas People had better come to 
our Worſhip (at leaft where he that Officiates 
is of Ability and Sobriery) thats fit at home on 
the Lord's-Day, or frequent no Aſſemblies at 
all; And you cannot be ignorant that many 
Thoufands: in theſe Parts negle& all Publick 
as arid' many faffer their Children to 
dis Unbaprized, for want of Miniſters of 
their own.Communien;, And therefore mm' this 
Cafe, it is:a Pbinref Juſfice due to the Sowls 
off theſe Poor People, anid''to our commort 

| w.,co-ler then know chat it is their 
Duty t©- witt-us both #1: /Porſhip and S- 


craments, 
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craments, as far as your Brethren in England 
have Allowed it on ſuch Occaſions. 


6, You are ſenſible that amongſt thoſe 
Proteſtants that diſlent from our Church , 
ſome are Congregational, and others Presbyte- 
rians; You of this Dioceſs where I am cone 
cerned, profeſs to be of this latter Sort, and 
agree with us in owning that by Chriſt's Ap- 
pointment, the particular Churches in con- 
venicnt Diſtrits, ought according to Scrip- 
ture-Precedents, to Affociate under one Go- 
vernment ; and theſe again to Unite them- 
ſelves into greater Combinations of Provin- 
cial and National Churches. The Difference 
between Tau and Us is concerning theſe par- 
ticular Diſtricts ; Namely, Whether the Go- 
vernment of them ought tote in a Presbytery, 
with a Biſbop as Preſident and Governor, by 
Chriſt's Appointment; or in a College f | 
Presbyters abſolutely Equal. Sothen, we bot 
own National and Provincial Churches, as well 
a5 ſingleWorſhipping Congregations ; but the Com 
gregational Diſſentey s deny that Chriſt inſtitu- 
ted any other Church, beſides a ſingle Con- 
gregation ; and affirm that all other Church- 
es, ſuch as Claſſicah, Provincical, or National, 
are Humane Inventions; and that every ſingle 
Congregation is Independent, and may indeed 
keep a fair Correſpondence with: its Neigh- 
bour-Congregatiqn', but is not under any cam- 
mon 
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mon Government with them, Theſe laſt 
are the avowed Principles 'of Mr. Baxter 
Dr. Owen,Mr Lob, Mr. Humphrys, Mr. Boyſe, 
Mr. Alſop, Mr. Clerkſon, and generally of all 
the late Defenders of the Ds/ſenters Cauſe in 
England and Treland, that I have met with. 
Now it is manifeſt that theſe Principles of 
theirs, are much more different from your 
Principles, than ours are ; And the diffe- 
rence 1s much greater, and more material. 
For it is poſſible on your Principles and ours 
topreſerve Unity, and to keep up ſome va- 
lne for Excommunication, and other Cen- 
ſures of the Church ; fince he who is cenſu- 
red in one Church cannot be received into 
another, neicher with you, nor us : Whereas 
in the Congregational way, he that is Excom- 
municated in one Congregation, may remove 
to another, or ſet up one for himſelf if he 
pleaſes ; at the worſt, if he ſhou'd, it wowd 
be counted but an Irregularity. Theſe Prin- 
ciples are deſtructive to the Peace and Uni- 
ty of the Church, as well as to our common 
Caule; and our Learned Men have carefully 
Anſwered all the principal Writers of thac 
fort ſo that no Books of that kind have re- 
mained Unanſwered, but ſuch only as were 
meer Reperitions of what had been faid and 
anſwered before. I do not remember any 
of you-have of-late undertaken'the Defence 
of this important Truth ; tho? the Aſſembly 

| 0 
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congerning 'Church-Goernment (which I fup: 
8 you approye) do prove it from 

oly Scriptures in- their Title of Claſſics] 
Aſſemblies Now we think, in Juſtice to 
your Own Cauſe, as well as to Us, you 
ought to warn your People againſt thoſe Books 
that maintain Principles contrary to us both ; 
at leaſt not to bear them in hand, that thoſe 
Deals Coos againſt Us, mobs for vg for 
this will appear 2 great piece of Inſincerity, 
as well as ts; and will tempt = 
World to believe that you are willing to en- 
courage Principles deſtrutive to your own 
Cauſe, (as the Principles of thoſe Books ma- 
nifeſtly are in this very Point) fo they do 
but ſerve a Turn and ſtrengthen your Party 
amongſt the ignorant People. 


6. Laſtly, I think we may juſtly expect 
from you a ready Concurrence with . us to 
beat down fuch YVices and Immoralities as 
are confeſſed on all hands to be againſt our 
common Chriſtianity ; ſuch as Adultery, For- 
nication, Blaſphemy, Profanation of the Lord" ;- 
Day, &c. And ſince the Biſhop Courts are Le- 
ty impowred to puniſh theſe, and many 
are guilty of them who yet will not appear 
or ſubmit to acknowledge their Sins, and 
upon that Account are Excommunicated : the 
leaſt that can be expeed from you in theſe 

N Caſes 
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Caſes, is, Not to encourage ſuch Sinners in 

their Obſtinacy, or to admit them to Come 

munion amongſt 79, whilſt they lie' under 

ſuch Cenfures 3 which might be a means to 

rang, in ſome meaſure, theſe Crying 
ices. 


Theſe are but a few of thoſe things that 
might be inſtanc*d ; in which we may con- 
Curr 1n our Pra#ice as well as we do in our 
Opinions ; and if we did, I perſwade my elf, 
that tho' they did not bring us to one, Reli- 
gious Communion, yet they might much con- 
tribute to our living eaſily with one another, 
and take off that Uncharitableneſs which 
our Religious Diſſentions are apt to cauſe a- 
mongſt us : However, it wou'd be a great 
SatisfaRtion to Me, and I ſhould reckon it 
ſome kind of Succeſs in my Office, if I 
cou'd prevail with any ſort of People, that 
profeſs to meet in the Name of Chr;/, to 
come nearer to his Iſtitutzons in their Wor- 
ſhip ; tho? I ſhould not be able to perſwade 
them to the Communion whereof I am a 
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To the C onforming LAITY of the 
Dioceſs of DERRY. 


A® to You, my Friends and Brethren of 
the Laity, who profeſs your felves 
Members of the Efablihed Church, Tt hath 
pleaſed God to place Me amongſt you, and to 
2ive me an InfpeRion over you ; and *tis chief- 
ly on your Account that I have written and 
publiſhed this Treatiſe, that. it may be a 
Pledge and Teſtimony to you of my con- 
cern for you, atnd make my care to 
reach as far as may be amongſt you. I 
hope my Labours this way may be Uſe- 
ful to you, to ſettle the Minds of the 
Doubtful, and to awaken you all to Dili- 
gence and Zeal in the pertormance of the 
Service of God. 


The great Principles of your Religion, as 
jou are Members of the Eftabliſhed Church, 
are Uncontroverted on all hands ; and I 
have here endeavoured to ſhew that your 
particular Way of Worſhip is warranted by the 
Holy Scriptures. Yon have reaſorr to bleſs 
God, that He has afforded you ſo man 
Conveniencies of frequenting ir; in _ 

y- © 
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He has been pleaſed to give you fo mani- 
feſt Advantage above your Di/enting Neigh- 
bours, that notwithſtanding their Nume- 
roulnels, you have Five Phaces for Wor- 
ſhip, for One that they have. _This will 
render you inexcuſable, if you negle& At- 
tendance at them, or ſpend any Lord's- 
Day (as is too common in this Country ) 
u2 a meer Reſt from Labour, without any 
Pablick Worſhip. 


I muſt likewiſe put you in mind, that our 
Service is not only fitted for the Publick, but 
is likewiſe proper for private Families; and 
therefore 1 would adviſe you to 'make uſe of 
the Words with which Our Church has 
furniſhed 'you, in your Houſes, as well as in 
the Church. - At leaſt to uſe ſuch fele& 
Hymns and Colleds as ſeem moſt adapted to 
that purpoſe. And at more ſolemn times 
I conceive our Liteny is as full and proper 
a Service as any Maſter of a Family can de- 
ſire to offer to God. 


TI mwſt therefore moſt earneſtly and paſli- 
onately exhort zou, by the Name of Our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, for his Church's ſake, and 
your Own, that yow will add Diligence and 
Zeal wo this your reaſonable Service, and 
propere your Hearts to ſeek the Lord your God 
in his Holy Worſpip. And particularly that 
Y | you 
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you wou'd endeavour to convince the World, 
that it is not Fa#tion, or a Party you contend 
for, but the Fruits of _ Righteouſneſs; and 
thereupon ſtrive rather to out- l:ve thoſe that 
differ from You," than to ' out-argue them. 
Let the innocency of your Lives, and your 
Chriſtian Moderation convince them” of 
the unreaſonableneſs of their ſeparation 
from Tow. | | 


I beſeech the God and Father of Our Lord 
Tews Chriſt xo multiply his Grace and Peace 
upon Neu ; and to influence You by his Holy 
Spirit, that Tou may be perfedt in every good 
Work; and particularly in that of Worſhippmg 
him in Purity and Holineſs. 


x 
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S to ou, My Friends, that diſlent from 
| Our Communion, it remainsonly, that 
I beſeech You in the Spirit of Meekneſs, (as 
one that is appointed by the Providence of 
God, and the care of a Chriſtian Magiſtracy, 
to watch over Your Souls) That You will 
ſeriouſly conſider, and lay to heart Fhat 
I have here tender'd to 7. I cannot pre- - 
vail with you to come and receive I{tructi- 
eo: from my Mouth 5 and therefore I 
have taken this way to inform You. I will 
only add a few Obſervations, which I recom- 
mend to 7x, and ſhall leave the Succeſs 1n 
tirely to God, 


1. Therefore 7. may obſerve that in this 
Treatiſe I havenot led7ou into longReaſonmes, 
or the Intricaciesot Hamane Learning ; butl 
have referred You to your Bibles, and You need 
g0 no further than to them to be ſatisfied whe- 
ther the things I have ſaid beasT have repre- 
ſented them or not. Thoſe of Berea'are reck- 
oned a Noble People(Afts 17.11.) becauſe they 
learched the Scriptures, and I pray moſt hearti- 
Iy to God to give pu a part in that Nobleneſs 


'f 
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of *mind; thit You may ſearch and find the 
Trath., w 00 O 2120165 "x" 


2. I wou'ddefire Tou toobſerye that it ever 
has been, and in all probability ever will be 
the humour of the World, tobe more fond of 
Their Own Inventions than of what God Com- 
mands. If we-look thro? the whole Scrip- 
tares we ſhall find, that the Prophers ſent by 
God, the Doftrines revealed by him, and the 
Worſhip he Commanded , have had butill 
Entertainment amongſt the People. Thers 
never appeared half ſo much Zeal or Inclina- 
tion in the generality of Men, for the True 
God and his Werſhip, as for the falſe Gods,and 
their Prophets. , And there is an obvious natu- 
ral reaſon for - it,'. ſince what Man invents 
muſt needs have a nearer agreement to the 
Carnal and Corrupt Inclinations of our de- 
praved Nature, than what God preſcribes : 
which is the very Reaſon that induces Men 
to change the I/titutions of God , and fubſti- 
tfite their own Iventions inſtead of them. 
A thing that would never come into any 
Man's Mind, if he did not find more eaſe or 
gratification to his Humour in them, than in 
obſerving God's, Commandments. 


If it were- proper to referr you to the Hi- 
ſtory of the Church, you would find that 
molt of all the Corruptions in the Worſhip of 
| N 4 God, 
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God, were mtroduced by the Fondneſs and 
violent Inclinations of the People for them ; 
and that the Church-Governours did lon 
oppoſe them, and were brought with diff. 
culty at laſt ro comply with them. Thus 
the Worſhip of Images, Prayers for the 
Dead, Purgatory, the ceflion of Saints, 
Half-Communion, being preſent at Church- 
Afſemblies without Receiving the Lord's: 
Sapper, and Worſhipping the Hoſt, wereall 
vulgar Practices at firſt, againſt the Opinion 
of the Governours of the Church, who ge- 
nerally Oppoſed and Condemned them 
but being Humane Inventions, the Peo- 
ple were 1o' violett for them, that there 
was no withſtanding them; fo that if 
the Governours they had would not com- 
ply % the People did fet up thoſe that 
would. 


Now let me intreat you to reflect a little, 
and conſider with all ſeriouſneſs, whether 
there may not be ſomething like this in 
you own Caſe, eſpecially in the Matter of 
Extemporary Prayers. ' Itis plain, you have 
brought them into Practice, againſt the OQ- 
pinion and Conſtitution of 'the Church-Go- 
vernours, and of the Firſt Reformers, who 
all did fettle Litwrpies in the Churches which 
they Reformed : This Knox did in Scotland, 
whoſe Litwrgy we have ready to produee , 

| O 
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to the Convigion of thoſe who pretend to 
be his Succeffars, - and yet condemn Forms of 
Prayer as Unlawful.- This Luther did for 
Germany, and Calvin for Geneve, and far the 
Fench Church, whoſe Liturgies are ſtill uſed 
y them. Yerl find this weighs not much 
with you, though you ſeem to me to have 
little to oppoſe tq it, befidea ſtrange Fond- 
neſs and Paſſion you: have entertained for the 
contrary, And let me tell you, Thar it is 
no hard matter to give a Reaſon why the 
gn of the People are better pleaſed 
with ſuch Extemparery Prayers , than with 
*Forms: For can any one wonder that a 
Prayer which People ggver heard before, and 
is adapted to the Ezncies and Humaurs of a 
Party, withall the Advantages which Novelty 
gives, ſhould gratifie carnal and itching Ears, 
more than the fix*d and fſettl'd Prayers of a 
Church, or that Form ditzted by Chriſt 
Himſelf? To joyn in theſe with Deworion , 
requires us duly toS®prepare our Hearts, to- 
ſtrain and lift up our Minds with much Seri- 
ouſneſs and Attention, or we cannot be at- 
feed by them ; whereas there is a Pleaſure, 
and a kufd of Senfual Dehght, in the No- 
vely of the other Prayers; and the Tone . 
with which they are fomerimes delivered , 
makes the Heerers unaginarily Devout, though 
they come to them without taking Pains to 
ſtrain their Minds to true Dewortion. But you 


ought 
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t to remember that Images and Rehiques; 

Mediatory Saints,had the very ſame Etfe& 
on e long ago ; which nmiadethem ſo 
fond of them, that they brought them into 
their Yorſpip, in ſpite of the Biſhops and 
Paſtors of the Church, Es _ now 
brought in Extempor rayers : But *tis 
rare to find ti ST talby of Men fond of 
whar is truly Spiritual : And therefore Peo- 
ple*'s Fondneſs of your peculiar Way of War- 
ſhip, is ſo far from being an Argument for 
it, asI find ſome of you uſe ic, that, on the 
contrary, it is a ſhrewd Preſumption that it 
is not from God; efpecially fince ill People 
are fond of it, 'as well gs good : asis manifeſt 
from many undeniable Inftances; © which 
could not be ſo, if it were Truly, and of it 
ſelf, Spiritual. 


3. I would deſire you to conſider , that 

ing can generally induce Ou? Clergy to 
decline theſe  Exrempolkry Prayers, but their 
- Conſcience and Convittion that they are not 
convenient in the Publick Service of God. 
*T's manifeſt, that Exremporary Me would 


be much more eafie to moft 6f us, and 
leſs burthenſom than the Service we ule : 
You may think otherwiſe, but affure your 
ſelves that you are miſtaken ; and I dare 
appeal to thoſe that have tried borhb, whe- 
ther is moſt eaſice ; There are ſuch both 
. amongſt 
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amongſt You and Us; who have made the Ex* 
periment z- and I dare referr it to them to 
decjare, on their Conſciences, Which of the 
two Services they look on to be the == 
burthen to him that performs them. 

ever - ow may think, if we would Indul 
our ſelves, it were no hard: matter for t 
meaneſt of U;, to paſs an Exremporary Prayer 
on our Auditory, or to turn the Heads of our 
Sermons into one. 


Laſtly, 1 have one thing which I would 
more-eſpecially requeſt of Ys, that you 
would believe that I ſincerely and heartily 
defire and ſtudy the good of your Souls 3 and 
that I have in this Treatiſe endeavoured to 
promote it, and by Gods Aſſiftance ever ſhall 
inall my Undertakings. 

And if You had the ſame Apprehenſions 
with Me, You would not wonder at m 
Concern in this Matter ; for how is it po 
ſible that any Man that has a Zeal for the 
Purity of God's Worſhip, ſhoyld not. have his 
Spirit moved within him, to fee- a well- 
meaning People ſo ſtrangely, miſ-led, as to 
content themſelves to meet together, per- 
haps, for ſome Years, with a deſign to 
Worſhip God , and yet hardly ever fee or 
hear any thing of God's immediate Apperm- 
ment in their Meetings. Now to my thoughts 
this is manifeſtly the caſe of many of You ; 


ſince 


138 _Concloſbav, 8c. 


fince a Man may frequent ſome Meetings 
amongſt You for ſome Years, and never 
hear a- Prayer, 2 Pſolm, or _— » Which 
has been immediately didtated by Ged, and 
never be called on to bow his Knees to Ged , 
or ſee either Minſter or People: addrefs them- 
. faves to him in'that humble Pofture. Laſt- 
ty, Never ſee any Body offer to Admini- 
{ter, or deſire to Receive the Food of Life 
in the Lord's-Supper. Theſe are Melan- 
choly Refle&ions to me, who believe 
that God has required theſe in his HWor- 
ſhip : and therefore I hope you willtake it 
in good part, that I endeavour to reſtore 


them to Tos. © 


T have only to add my moſt earneſt 
Prayers to God for You: to beſeech 
him who is the God of Mercy, and Pur- 
chaſer of his Charch , by a Price Inefti- 
mable, to vouchſafe his Blefling to theſe 


Endcavours, for your Souls Inftrufion ; 
That Tow may,reap the Benefit, and I the 


Comfort of them, in the great Day of our 
Lord Feſus Chriff, who only is the True 
Teacher of Souls by his Spirit; and is able 
to Seal the Infrudtions of his Miniſters to 
Tow Hearts, to open the Eyes of Tour 
Underſtandings, and to guide Yau into all 
Truth. 


FINTS, 
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